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PETER BROWNING INTERVIEW - 500 RACING - TUNE IN 


The two most successful GP cars compared 


‘It’s breaking all the rules of motor racing really- 
aterrific test for an ordinary family saloon!’ 


, leading driver of the ship. The car is a standard 1725 cc 
y caler Team, talks about Hunter GLS—like you could buy 

the Hunter he has driven to 13 out- from any showroom. 

right and 26 class wins in this year’s Mechanics Tony James and Phil D; 

Production Saloon Car Champion- 


“At the start of 
mie 


at peak revs 
scrutineers 


omething extra in lubricat 


“We use only Shell Super Multi- 

grade, At the start of the season I 
‘Races are won in the workshop. Des O'Dell, the Used to look at the oil pressure from 
competition manager, leaves nothing to chance. | | “1 time to ume, but there was never 
Wheel hubs are checked for true rotation. Any- | | standard. T 00) any problem. You just put it in and 
thing that could shake loose is drilled and wire- A forget about it. That’s how good 
locked. itis.” 


Shell Super Multigrade with the exclusive ‘muscle-molecule- 
the oil that always stays in grade. 


(Bernard Unett just pours it in and forgets all about it.) 
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Be confident 


It is very nice to be able to record this week a definite mood 
of optimism regarding the immediate future of motor sport. 
At a meeting in Paris last week between the CSI and the 
Fl constructors the current fuel problems obviously came 
up for discussion and although no decisions were taken the 
message that came through was that “ the show must go on.” 

That the lead is being taken from the top of the organisa- 
tional tree is heartening indeed and really it is an attitude 
that we must all adopt. If we continue to walk with our heads 
bowed and talk pessimistically and do nothing—then of 
course we are heading for trouble. 

There is no reason at all why the international formulae 
should not be run as normal as it will be possible to run the 
cars on alternative fuels such as methanol or benzene. For the 
manufacturers, if this were to happen, it would be a fairly 
simple changeover in that the main changes would be the 
specification of the bag tanks and a revision of the fuel 
systems. 

If we are allowed to use petrol to a limited degree then 
it must be a question of cutting the length of practice and 
races to economise—a measure already introduced by MCD 
in this country. 

‘The fact that these alternatives are being discussed or 
actually introduced must help safeguard the future—we must 
be seen to be doing something now in the way of economisi 
so that the image does not get too tarnished by the time 
decision has to be made. We can keep the international scene 
alive ie, Fl, F2, F3, F5000, FA and sports car racing by 
using alternative fuels, and by doing so we can keep the 
industry alive and well. 

There is no doubt that we can keep racing going in some 
way or another but everyone must play their part. As we 
stated a fortnight ago we must plan now for cuts and 
changes of fuel and put the proposals before the Government. 
What is needed is positive action beforehand so that when 
they come to making a decision they have a comprehensive 
plan in front of them which will show how motor sport can 
continue with a petrol shortage. The fact that the Fl 
constructors have got together with the representatives of 
the national clubs from all the countries involved and have 
come out saying that Fl will continue next year is an 
encouraging lead. Many countries are far worse off than 
ourselves but with a mood of confidence and optimism they 
are planning to carry on. 

Our approach must be one of confidence : racing will con- 
tinue—it must continue—and this is how we are going to do 
it. We are glad to see that this is the feeling which is creep- 
ing in and with the right people to push it forward we shall 
undoubtedly overcome. 


our cover picture 


Always a talking point is “who was the greatest racing driver of 
All time?” but this week we try to find out which (s the most success- 
ful GP car of all time. The two in the picture, Jackie Stewart's Tyrrell 
‘003 and Alberto Ascari's Type 500 Ferrari, are the two most success- 
ful individual chassis which are now immaculately preserved in the 
Donington Collection. 


Pit and Paddock 


edited by lan Phillips 


Confirmed: Snetterton 
improvement plans 


Following our exclusive pictures 
a couple of weeks ago of earth- 
moving activity at. Snetterton, 
Motor’ Circuit" Developments 
announce this week a £30,000 
development plan for the East 
‘Anglian circuit. The plan is to 
create a new Motor Sport Centre. 

‘The main feature will be an 
entirely. new 190 mph straight 
This will be along the line of a 
900 yard disused wartime bomber 
runway stretching from Sear 
Corner to the famous Esses. The 
new straight will be 50 ft wide 
‘and will cut the length of the 
circuit by some 0.71 mile from 
2.71 mile to around 2 miles. As a 
result. most spectators will be 
able to see nearly all the track 
which it is hoped will produce 
‘Slicker racing with no loss in 
maximum speeds. The new 
Straight will be built to facilitate 
the fast-growing sport of dr 
racing and terminal speeds are 
expected to. be around. the 
240 mph mark. 

Because of the new drag rac. 
ing straight, Snetterton will in 
future .be able to accommodate a 
wider range of motor sport 
activities. The ultra fast Nor- 
Wich and Home straights plus the 


Interlinking hairpin and 100 acre 
infield’ will be available concur. 
rently with actual race meetings 
on the new circuit for such addi- 
tional low noise activities as 
grass track racing, rallycross and 
sprints. 

This in turn means that 
smaller motor clubs hitherto un. 
able to operate at major race 
Circuits will find a new home for 
amateur events at  Snetterton. 

‘The new Snetterton track will 
‘open with the West Essex Car 
Club's Championship meeting on 
March 


The new circuit will mean 
three "major improvements 
Lighter racing with no loss in 


maximum speed; a view of nearly 
SM the” track; and a much 
Shorter distance for emergency 
services to travel to incidents. 
The introduction of racing on a 
shorter circuit” with these In. 
Creased spectator benefits may 
‘also be repeated at Oulton Park 
Where there are as yet unfinalised 
plans to. cut back to the 
Sriginal 1.S-mile circuit which 
leaves the current circuit halfway 
through Cascades and rejoins 
halfway up Clay Hill 


Speed show attractions 


The Festival of Speed at the 
Alexandra Palace from January 
1 to. January 6 Is currently 
attracting a great deal of in. 
terest. Stirling Moss will be 
‘Opening the show and one of 
the features on the main stand 
wil be his famous Lotus 18 
which has been loaned to the 
Festival by Tom  Wheatcroft 
from the Donington Collection. 

Alongside it will be another 
famous British car, the Thinwall 
Special while other cars from 


the past will be the famous ERA 
Delage as raced by Prince Bira 
‘and Rob Walker and one of the 
955 Le Mans Ferraris 

Many other racing and rally 
cars will be on show including a 
number of Fl cars while cham. 
pionship-winning 2-litre and GT 
tars will also. be there, The 
Tatest commercial radio station 
to. open” in London, Capital 
Radio, will be broadcasting live 
from ‘the show on the opening 
day. 


Elden build 
Ray FFs 


Design Formula (Wrotham) Ltd, 
the company for Elden cars, 
and Rayrace have now completed 
fan agreement for Design Formula 
to manufacture and market the 
Ray FF as raced by Steven South 
and Richard Morgan, The agree- 
ment will enable the car to be 
made available through all Elden 
distributors throughout the world. 
UK sales will be through Rayrace, 
65 North Street, Clapham, Lon- 
don (tel: 01-720 6976). 

It is made clear that both Elden 
and Ray cars will retain their own 
Identity and that this agreement 
is on production not design. Brian 
Hampsheir of Elden feels that 
such agreements are the only 
the smaller manufacturers can 
survive as duplication of produc- 
tion effort in small units cannot 
be profitable. 
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Minilites 


In our Interim report on the RAC 
in the Aurosrort dated Novem: 
ber 22, 1973 we reported that the 
Ford Granada service cars had a 
problem with breaking wheels 
fas a result of a bad batch of 
* Minilites "." 

‘We are now informed that this 
information was Incorrect. The 
Granada service cars had in 
fact. only suffered one wheel 
breakage and this was because a 
“"Minilite" not designed for such 
se had been fitted. All_other 
*Minilites” fitted to the Grana- 
das were designed for the parte 
cular’ purpose and application 
involved and no. difficulty was 
experienced with them. 

‘There was no question of a 
“bad batch"; indeed we are 
assured that the quality control 
Procedures used in. “ Minilite 
Production prevent any such 
Occurrence, and we very much 
regret that the wrong impression 
was given. In fact the first three 
places in the Rally were filled 
With cars fitted with “ Minilites.” 


Andretti F1 


The prospect of Mario Andretti 
coming back into Grand Prix 
Facing. next season now looks 
very good. His name has been 
inked with a British team at 
least for the early races of the 
year. It would seem that Parnelli 
Jones has taken the decision to 
build his Maurice Phillippe  de- 
signed Fi car but it will not be 
ready for the first part of the 
season, However, Andretti is 
keen to do a whole season and 
is almost certain to take up the 
second seat in a new two car 
team. When the Parnelli car is 


aO 


completed, it is thought that one | 

of this year's leading British — Mario Andretti—F1_ return’ 

F5000 contenders will take his 

place, @ season, In his first ever GP at 
‘Andretti’s previous Fl experi: Watkins Glen with the high 

ence Is fairly limited. He did = winged Lotus 49 In 1968, he got 

number of races with Lotus in on the front row and led the 


the late sixties before having a - opening laps but his only success 
March and) then signing for | was a win in the Ferrari at 
Ferrari where he did about half Kyalami in 197) 


Simoniz back RoC 


Simoniz will be sponsoring the Car championship at Brands 
Race of Champions next year at Hatch in October. This will be 
Brands Hatch. The event, for- the 10th time that the Daily 
merly sponsored by STP, will Mail have been associated with 
this year be titled the Simoniz- the race 


Daily Mail Race of Champions Because the Grand Prix will 
and its March 17 date makes It be held at Brands Hatch this 
the first Fl race in Europe of year, all the major teams are 
the season. showing Interest in the event 

‘Simoniz, the producers of a and so far entries have been in- 
multitude of car care products dicated by Tyrrell, JPS, McLaren, 
first came into sponsorship this Brabham, Hesketh and Emb 
year when they gave various while the new Lyncar 
awards in the Avon Motor Tour sively previewed in last week's 
of Britain and then sponsored the AuTosrorT. will probably make 
final round of the British Saloon its debut. 


‘© Next Monday, December 17, the | @ Following his remarkable sea- 


BARC will be moving to their new son, especially his success in 
headquarters at Taruton. The | Ate: (0 fot cores 
new telephone number will be recently signed with Mark 


Hampshire. and publicity activities. 


The 1973 Ferodo Trophy was presented to Lord Hesketh last week by 
Brian Hill (left) of Ferodo. On the right is first-ever winner Sir William 
Lyons. 
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Webb’s fuel 


At the BP reception held last 
‘week to present Bob Evans with 
his Superman of the Year 
award, John Webb, managing 
director of Motor Circuit Deve- 
lopments, made an appeal_on 
behalf of Britain's motor sport- 
ing industry. “Almost every 
company tnvolved with the 
sport is facing a difficult time 
and they want an early assur- 
fance on the future of sport, oF 
there will be many Insolvencies 
and thousands of pounds worth 
Of business lost as well as 
technical knowhow gained over 
many years destroyed,” he said. 
"No new cars or equipment are 
being ordered and manufacturers 
are belng faced with having to 


drop designs of existing 
machines."" 
He went on to say that In 


the past when there was petrol 
rationing, there was no serious 
racing car manufacturer in this 


figures 


country apart from Cooper, and 
the sport was allowed to’ con- 
Unue. Now there are around 40 
companies involved in racing car 
‘manufacture, and 100 specialist 
component manufacturers. Turn. 
over represents £40 million of 
equipment. being supplied to 
34,000 competition licence holders 
In this country, with nearly £10 


million worth of orders going 
abroad. 

‘Webb has calculated that 
around 120,000 gallons of petrol 


fare used in total by the "sport 
per year, approximately 400 gal 
Tons’ for a. club. meeting and 
4,600 gallons for a Grand Prix. 
This, “said Webb, represents 
around 4 ft of motoring per day 
for 12 million motorists, and em: 
phasises that the sport's total is 
Minimal when one considers that 
4,000 gallons are required to 
fly 100 people on holiday to 
Majorca and back 


Spaced out 


Space Racing, the prepai 
company run’ by John“ Ac 
Woodington and Bob Sparshott, 

ceased operations for the 
time being. Space have looked 
after Mike Beuttler’s Fl car for 
the past two seasons and in 


March. Woodington told us 
week that they had to tak 
decision because they were un- 
able to secure any” financially 
viable deals for the running of 
cars. 


Their offshoot 
Fabrications 


company, BS 
however, will’ con- 

from the same 
‘are currently 
don the _monocoques. for 
the new Hesketh car—the frst 
of which has. recently been 
delivered — plus undertaking 
other fabrication jobs for the 
majority of FI teams. 


sit-in 


X Formula Atlantic car and has 
agreed to let visitors sit in the 


Showboat should have 20 or 
more completely new racing cars 
among almost 100 exhibits which 
Include single seaters, sports 
racing and rally saloons. 
‘The Townsend Thoresen Free 
Enterprise 11 will be moored 
alongside HMS Belfast opposite 
Tower Bridge 


AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 13, 1973 


Constructors 
meet CSI 


‘There was a meeting 
last week of the F1 Constructors 
Association and the CSI chaired 
by Prince Metternich. The meet- 
ing was to discuss FI regulations 
and the constructors were re- 
ported to be happy with the 
decisions taken. 


The petrol crisis obviously came 
up but with just one exception, 
South Africa, there was a mood 
of optimism ‘and confidence that 
the world championship will con- 
tinue next year. The idea of 
different fuels was discussed and 
found to be perfectly acceptable 
while the other alternative will 
be to have shorter races and 
shorter practice sessions. As one 
constructor told us “one day's 
practice or two, it does not 
Feally make much difference, the 
same people are always the 
quickest, it’s just that they are 

quicker on the second 


Bell and Ickx 
join BMW 


BMW had planned to announce 
their full 1974 plans at a special 
reception in Munich this month 
but due to the power crisis hi 
Postponed it. However, last 
week they announced three of 
the drivers who will pilot the 
saloon cars in their attempt to 
retain their European Touring 
Car Championship crown. 
Joining Jochen Neerpasch’s 
protégé Hans Stuck Jnr will be 
Jacky Ickx and Derek Bell. Both 
Ickx and Bell have driven for 
BMW on occasions, Bell winning 
this year’s TT at Silverstone. 


Stewart’s Star 


Jackie Stewart was awarded with 
his BRDC Gold Star and the 
Seaman Trophy for his World 


Championship successes, at the 
very successful BRDC’ Annual 
Dinner and Dance at the Dor- 


chester in London last week. In 
addition, it was announced that 
Stewart’ had accepted the post 
as. vice-president of the club, 
and one of his first duties was 
to present the Chris Bristow 
Trophies to David Heale (for the 
most promising driver on the 
Silverstone club circuit in 1973) 
and to Geoff Friswell (for the 
fastest’ lap on the Silverstone 
club circuit this 
106,80 mph). Stewart 
comed two rally gu 
occasion, these “being Timo 
Makinen’ and Roger Clark who 
both received well-deserved, and 
large recognition for thelr’ suc~ 

Ronnie Peterson was present 
to receive the Wakefield Trophy 
for the fastest lap on the Silver- 
stone GP circuit with his out- 
standing lap of 135.96 mph while 
another Grand Prix driver James 
Hunt received the John Cobb 
Trophy for being the most out- 
standing British driver and 
character in a British car and 
hhis entrant, Lord Hesketh, wi 
Presented ‘the Nigel Moores 
Trophy for the private entrant 
with the most meritorious per- 
formance 

On receiving the ERA Club 
Trophy for the British driver in 
a British car who has put up the 
most meritorious performance 
outside the UK, Lancastrian 
Brian Redman gave a very 
amusing speech indeed which 
proved extremely popular. Lotus 
designer Ralph Ballamy received 
the Bruce McLaren ‘Trophy on 
behalf of Frank Gardner, for the 
Commonwealth driver who put 
up the most meritorious perfor 
mance this season, and Nell 
Corner was awarded the magni- 
ficent British Empire Trophy for 
his many historic successes at 
Silverstone this year. 


Calendar offer 


Goodyear, in recognition of their 
highly successful 1973 season, 
have produced a magnificent 
colour” souvenir calendar for 
1974, beautifully printed on art 
paper and 18 inches by 20 inches 
in size. Every page depicts a 
different race in colour covering 
the Grands Prix plus Le Mans, 
with a full size shot and half a 
dozen smaller pictures for each 
month. 

By “special arrangement with 
Avrosrors, Goodyear are making 
this superb calendar available ex- 
clusively in this country to 
Avrosrorr readers at the remark- 
‘ably low price of €1, including all 
post and packaging charges and 
VAT. A fine wall decoration for 
any ‘motoring enthusiast it w' 
also make an excellent gift that 
lasts the whole year. Full details 
of the offer and an order form 
can be found on page 13. 


Brazil and 
Argentina on 


It was confirmed last week that 
both the opening rounds of the 
world championship will be held 
as planned. The Argentinian GP, 
scheduled for January 13, has 
been given the blessing of Presi- 
dent "Peron who, following a 
recent visit to the Buenos Aires 
Sutodrome became very excited 
mat the whole thing and has 
declared that it will go ahead, 
In Brasil the warring sponsors 
and organisers have settled thelr 
differences and have sent a t 
to the CSI that the race will be 
held at Interlagos as planned. 


South Africa 
postponed ? 


Just as we closed for pr 
heard that Alex Bl 
South African GP organiser, had 
applied to the CSI for his GP to 
be postponed. South Africa was 
the first country to ban motor 
sport and he feels that there is 
no way that he will be able to 
run the event on the scheduled 
March 2 date, This means that 
after the two South American 
races, the first GP will be Spain 
on April 28, 


Regga shunts 
at Ricard 


Clay Regazzoni — unhurt. 


Despite the ban on motor sport 
in France, testing was going 
ahead as planned at Paul Ricard 
last week. However, there was 
‘one major disaster “when Clay 
Regazzoni wrote off the very 
latest Fl Ferrari. The car was 
reported to be badly damaged 
but Clay escaped unhurt. The 
testing was being conducted by 
Goodyear and others there were 
JPS and McLaren. 

This week the circuit is being 
taken over by Firestone runners 
with BRM and Shadow. BRM's 
new car, the P201, is not ready 
(and is unlikely to be for the 
first two GPs) and so P160s will 
be used by Jean-Pierre Beltoise 
and, as we said last week, Henri 
Pescarolo. 


RuToFRAmM FPOoORSsSCHE 
CENTRE 


A complete and fast growing service to the enthusiast 


SPOILERS, CARRERA PANELS-GLASSFIBRE 


3 
4 Front spoile 
Duck tail rear spoiler, £60. 
Carrera rear arch flares, £16 pair 


ENGINES (EXCHANGE AVAILABLE) 


24 911T £850 
229118 £650 
20 911T £450 

912 £300 


PORSCHE WHEELS 


54J x 15 £35 each 


6J x 15 £40 each 


ACCESSORIES 

Quartz-lodine headlight conversions. New Bosch equipment. 
limited stock. ‘above is an outline only of our stock 
Lots of others not listed. 


SECONDHAND PARTS 


to our chins in every 
Concelvable mechanical, electrical and body parts 


PORSCHE SERVICE 


Any mechanical or body repair or conversion undertaken. 


CHRISTMAS PRESENT ? 


1972 9118. 500 miles. £4250. 
All the extras. Carrera_panels. 
Available early 1974. 


Josh Sadler and Steve Car wish all their readers a Happy 
Christmas. 
Any customers, potential or otherwise, a prosperous one. 


meets sree se 
65 High Street, Iver, Bucks. 
Please note new telephone number 
Cedarwood (07538) 2170. 
Prices quoted are all plus jolly VAT (sory) 


Interested in a 


MOTOR 
RACING 
CIRCUIT 


Complete or partial interest in a well established 
Racing Circuit for sale. 


This is a rare opportunity to acquire a freehold 
circuit with a good income as a going concern. 


Of special interest to patrons, sponsors, private 
individuals, or would be an ideal site for a 
motor assembly plant with test track. 


Replies, Principals only, to 
Box No. 2044, 
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Vandervell Novice 
Award continues 


Vandervell Products Ltd will be 
continuing its support of new 
comers to motor racing by once 
‘again sponsoring the Vandervell 
‘Award for Novice Drivers in 
1974, This will be the third year 
of the successful award. 

Eligibility to compete for the 
Vandervell award will be on the 
same basis as in earlier years. All 
competitors at Silverstone, who, 
fon or after January 1, 1974, are 
holders of an RAC’ restricted 
racing licence upon which they 
have not obtained six upgrading 
signatures and who have not 
held a racing licence issued by 
any national body for more than 
12, months, will be eligible to 
compete, All car races at Silver- 
‘stone, excluding relay races and 
high speed trials, will count 
towards the award. 

In order to take part in. the 
award, competitors must register 
with the BRDC race office at 
Silverstone at least 24 hours 
before the first race in which they 
wish to be eligible to score points. 

The point scoring system will 
be as before; in a race divided 


Into classes or a single class race 
with less than ten starters, points 
will be scored on an 8-6-4-2 
basis In each class. In single 
class races. with ten or more 
starters, points will be scored on 
@12-9-63-2-1 basis. Points are 
‘Scored on a competitor's position 
relative to all competitors in the 
class or race, not just novice 
competitors. 


Should a competitor be up- 
graded during the season, he 
Will still be eligible to score 
points in his races at Silverstone. 
For the Vandervell award, heats 
will be classed as races. In cal 
culating the final positions, a 
competitor's ten best scores will 
count. In the event of a tie, the 
competitor with greatest number 
of class and/or race wins will be 
declared the winner. If this fails 
to achieve the split, other placings 
will be taken into account 

‘The winner of the award will 
receive £150 and the Vandervell 
Trophy while the next four places 
will receive €100, €75, €50 and 
£25 respectively. 


Ladbroke’s 
title odds 


Ladbrokes have just opened their 
book on the 1974 world cham- 
plonship, Not surprisingly they 
have nominated Ronnie Peterson 
fas favourite While Jody Scheckter 
is rated at number two. 

The full list is: 9/4, Ronnie 
Peterson; 7/2, Jody Scheckter; 
4/1, Emerson “Fittipaldi; 8/1 
Jacky Tekx; 10/1, James Hunt and 
Peter Revson;" 14/1, Patrick 
Depailler and Carlos Reutemann; 
16/1, Chris Amon, Jean-Pierre 
Beltolse, Denny Hulme and Clay 
Regazzons; 20/1, Carlos Pace; 
25/1, Peter Gethin, Jackie Oliver: 
33/1, Mike Hallwood; 50/1 George 
Follmer and Graham Hill. 


Tasman 
confirmed 


‘The Tasman series is definitely 
on. This news was communi. 
cated Inst week to those pre- 
paring to go to the series. The 
New Zealanders have cancelled 
one of their major rallies which 
has enabled them to hold their 
races 

The series opens at Levin on 
January 6 and then continues 
‘at Pukekohe, January 12; Wi 
ram, January 20; Teretonga, Jan- 
ary 27; Oran Park (Australia) 
February 3; Surfers Paradise, 
February 10; Sandown Park, Feb- 
ruary 17; and Adelaide, Febru: 
ary 24. 


Koinigg’s F2 
Kaiman Opel 


Helmut Koinigg. the rising 
Austrian driver who this year 
won the European SuperVee 
championship and had occasional 
races for the Ford Cologne G2 
team will next year be seen in 
F2 and GS. 


Springfield party 


The Springfield Boys Club held its 
Lith annual party last Thursday 
and the annual report showed 
that it was thriving as ever; 
nearly £1,000 had been collected 
in the Club week with a few 
more donations still to be added. 
Many personalities from the 
racing world were in attendance 
including the president Graham 
Hill, Jackie Stewart who  pre- 
sented the prizes, James Hunt, 
Dave Morgan, Howden Ganley 
and the man responsible for the 
club, Anthony Marsh. A very wel- 
come visitor also was Dave 
Brodie who is now well on the 
way to recovery from his horrific 
Silverstone crash, 


‘After extensive testing of the 
Kurt Bergman developed Opel F2 
engine this season in the Euro- 
pean hillclimb series fitted in a 
March 712 chassis, he will use It 


for a full F2 attack next season. 
Bergman, who is the man behind 
the Kaiman FSV cars is building 
a chassis to take the engine. In 
G5, Koinigg will be a member of 
the Martini Porsche Carrera team. 


Elden announced two new cars this week. Above Is the F3/FA Mk 15 
developed from this year's F3. Initial testing will be done with 
Schnitzer BMW engines. A new FF, the Mk 10C has also been intro- 
duced and two works cars will be run for Tiff Needell and Jorge 
Keochlin von Stein. 


© ht was good to see Harry 
Downing looking very fit at the 
BP Superman presentation last 
Thursday after his recent opera- 
tion. Although he is officially 


‘© Barrie “ Whizzo™ Williams hai 
just been appointed Dealer Te: 
Vauxhall Sportpart manager with 
Vauxhall sport dealer, GN (Croy- 
don) Ltd. This season Williams 
drove the GN G1 Firenza 2300 
with a great deal of success, 


retired as BP competitions man- 


the circuits next s 


capacity as BP's advisor on motor @ Brian Henton seems to be thi 
sport. driver who the factories are after 
to pedal their works F3. cars 
© Ray Mallock the highly talented «NeXt Season. He reported 1 
former Clubmen’s Supersports week that he had received two 


champion who made such a good 
impression with his Chequered 
Flag Atlantic March 712 this year 
looks fairly certain to continue 
in the category next year al: 
though he has recently been 
testing a March-BMW F2 car on 
behalf of the works 


good offers of works drives for 
the year. It is thought that they 
come from the Oxfordshire and 
Norfolk areas. This year Superhen 
was extremely rapid but some- 
times erratic with a GRD and then 
the works development Ensign. 


CATCHPOLE 


By Barry Foley 


“THESE NEW ALCOHOL 
BASED FUELS ARE 


© Autosport 1973 


ABSOBLE. | MEAN ABSOBUTLY. } 


IF ONLY THEY Loose 
THE TASTE OF THE 
20% PETROL HC! Z 2, 
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Christmas greetings and best wishes 
for the New Year to all our friends, especially 
the marshals and voluntary officials, from 
the directors and staff of Brands Hatch, 
Aallory Park, Oulton Park and Snetterton 


Take a lap of honour! amed 


AUTOSPORT. DECEMBER 13, 1973 


Peter Browning 


BRSCC’S chief and Britain's most controversial 
organiser is interviewed about various aspects 
of motor sport by ROBERT FEARNALL 


Peter Browning's arrival into the organisational side of British motor racing has been like a 
breath of fresh alr. Being former competitions manager of BMC Browning was well ensconced 
In the organisation problems of motor sport, but he had been primarily concerned with rallying 
before accepting the appointment of Executive Director of the British Racing & Sports Car Club, 
to replace the Infamous and long-standing Nick Syrett. Syrett was a difficult man to replace, but 


his successor could not have been more approps 


fore and mal 
bright and refreshing Innovation 


Can you say why you took the position with 
the BRSCC first of all? 

Well having done a variety of jobs connected 
with motor sport, and previously been very 
much involved on the rallying side, running 
@ national motor racing club was to be some 
thing new and a fresh challenge. 

What problems were you faced with when 
you Inherited the job ? 

No problems really because we have an 
extremely strong Committee of people actively 
involved in the sport and they gave me 
tremendous encouragement and support, as 
did our team at HQ. 

How many of the policies of the Club do you 
make and how many are dictated by your 
Committee ? 

It is not really a question of anyone dictating 
to anyone, Apart from running the business 
administration side of the Club, 1 feel that 
my principal job Is to think up new ideas 
and projects #0 I tend to put forward most 
of these ideas to the Committee and we chew 
them over together. Very. often even better 
projects stem from an original idea, Naturally, 
though, most of the Ideas come from discus: 
sion within the HQ office itself. 1 must say 
that I thoroughly enjoy our Committee meet 
Ings and I think the Committee members do 
too, Don Truman is a regimental Chairman 
and the work gets done with the minimum of 
wottle 

You obviously enjoy your job despite the 
responsibilities and the problems. 

If you don't enjoy your job then it's time you 
found something else to do, And what we 
who are lucky enough to be the paid profes- 
sionals in the sport must never forget 1s that 
we would not be in business were it not for 
the efforts andthe enthusiasm of voluntary 
officials—the marshals, I'am always very con- 
scious that we must continually strive to 
make their lot as pleasurable and rewarding 
as possible. Marshals are the unsung heroes 
Jn all forms of motor sport and just about the 
only sector who don't play politics, have 
their own ‘trade union’ and grumble or grouse. 
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“ With prodsports I'm sure we're going to end up with a top limit of £2,500 or lower 


te in keeping the mame of the BRSCC to the 
'@ great contribution to the success of British motor racing in 1973 with his 


I would love to see, at the ‘five minutes to 
go” signal at the British Grand Prix, the 
marshals show their strength by staging a 
two minute ‘hold’ while one of the keymen 
decided that he wanted a pee. How better 
could you demonstrate that the whole com 
mercial show depends upon volunteers! 
How do you view the future prosperity of 
clubs such as the BRSCC? 
Very healthy providing we give members good 
value for money—and that's not just a club 
membership card, a magazine and the right 
to spend more money on buying club kit. 
We've got to give them a lot more than that 
People join’ the BRSCC for three main 
reasons. As competitors they have not got 
much option if they want to go serious motor 
racing. They join us to get Involved on the 
irganisational side of the sport as 8 marshal, 
The thied group are those who just want to 
be associated with the activities and the 
prestige of our sort of Club. They are by far 
the largest and the most Important sector who 
we must ensure enjoy real tangible benefits 
‘You used to have to join a motor club to 
have a car badge on your car, wear a flashy 
rally jacket or cover the bedroom walls with 
stickers. Today anyone can buy this sort of 
tir local motor accessory shop, 
and a John Player Special sticker may well be 
more prestigious to some than a BRSCC badge. 
So I feel that we've got to offer our members 
exclusive benefits and opportunities which are 
not available to the general motoring enthu- 
What major changes have been made in run- 
ning the Club since you came ? 
We've cut down on the number of people 
employed in the HQ team with, 1 hope, no 
loss cf efficiency. With a smaller team, given 
wider responsibilities, it’s a very closely knit 
Rroup. | think we've strengthened the lines of 
Communications between HQ and the centres 
which has helped Us maintain our race organis. 
ing standards. And we've started doing = lot 
of things that were not happening before. 
‘The BRSCC has always been associated with 


—banning cars such as these. 


motor racing. Now that you have started the 
Tour of Britain do you see the Club staging 
more activities away from racing ? 

When I joined the Club I felt that within 
our HQ team and our Centres we had tremen- 
dous untapped organisational potential which 
could be exploited in spheres other than pure 
motor racing. Ever since 1 did the Tour de 
France when 1 was competitions manager of 
BMC I felt that we ought to have a similar 
type of event in Britain. So when Avon and 
Motor came along with the same idea I felt 
that we had the Ideal team co run an experi- 
mental event. 


The Tour is, and always should be, a unique 
event, and there is no way that we ever want 
to try to compete with other established ral- 
lies, particularly the RAC Rally. 1 feel very 
cngly that no club should organise any 
motor sport event unless it can provide from 
its own membership most of the competitor 
the senior officials and the marshals, For this 
reason I would not like to see the BRSCC 
Funning other types of events because we 
inevitably have to ride on the backs of 
are experts in their particular 


1 must add at this point that 1 think it is 
nate when basically non-motor racing 
nter our field and put on say one race 
meeting a year. Without Inviting ourselves or 
the BARC they would not have many com- 
petitors, without our combined marshalling 
force they could not man the circuit and, on 
top of this, they have to borrow our top race 
officials, Such are the professional demands 
today of competitors, sponsors and spectators 
1 feel that these interests must be protected 
by the professional race organising clubs. This 


may seem a selfish and ‘big brother’ attitude 
but these smaller local clubs play no part in 
the often expensive overall administration of 
the aport, as we, the BARC and the BRDC do. 
Iam sure that these local clubs would feel 
the same towards us, if we were to start 
running rallies, autotests and sprints on their 
patch, under the name of the BRSCC but using 
thelr ‘competitors and marshals ! 

‘Were you pleased with the way the first. Tour 
of Britain turned out ? 

Quite frankly Avon, Motor and ourselves were 
rather embarrassed by its success for, as you 
know, the event started off as no more than 
fan experiment in public to see whether the 
event would work and we ended up with a 
full blown international on our hands. 

Next year's event is going to be better 
with © real Tour of Britain going to Wales 
and Scotland over four days and with a very 
much fatrer balance of racing and rally stages. 
We are determined to keep this event to true 
standard production cars on the sort of tyres 
that you and I drive to the office on every day. 
Tt would be wonderful if it could become a 
‘sporting event with a real purpose in com- 
paring the performance of similar standard 
models. Just as one used to look at the 
results of the Mobil Economy Run and com- 
pare performances within the classes, so the 
Fesults of the Tour could become a guide to 
the potential of our showroom models. 

‘And I do feel that there is room on the 
calendar for just one event when the drivers 
are asked to make the cars and their com- 
ponents achieve a performance in excess of 
that for which they were designed. In practi- 
cally every racing and rally formula we 
achieve total technical perfection in the 
machine up to the almost ludicrous situation 
in Formula 1 when you can't drive the thing 
in the wet and you're designing circuits to 
suit the cars instead of the other way round, 
In Group 1 there are a growing number of 
‘neurotics’ who want to allow modifications 
to this and that because it’s all much too 
dangerous and you can't possibly race a car 
for 10 laps round Brands just as it came out 
of the showroom, 

Perhaps we could learn a thing or two from 


“There's no doubt that the gimmick races brought the crowds in, but. 


rallying here for it was not so long ago, when 
Iwas with BMC, that we were preparing 
Group I—and I mean Group 1—Minis, 1800s 
and ‘Triumphs to be driven flat out down 
boulder strewn Alpine passes. And there wai 

no Armco to catch you when you went off 
the road—usually just a 2,000 ft drop into 
a river bed. The cars survived unbelievable 
Punishment and the drivers would have had 
no hesitation in taking part in # 10 Tap blind 
round Brands—at the end of the event! If 
they can do it, the current Group 1 heretics 
Will you always keep the Tour to production 
saloons rather than sports cars ? 

We have decided against admitting sports cars 
for the time being because we foresee it being 
hopelessly oversubscribed with Group 1 cars 
for at least another couple of years, despite 
the fact that we hope to be able to’ increase 
the size of the entry year by year. Then there 
fare not _a great variety of really competitive 
cars in Group 3—as we found with Prodsports 
—but those that there are would run circles 
round the Group 1 cars. I think it would be 
entirely wrong to see the Tour dominated by 
a dozen Porsche Carreras with Roger Clark's 
Capri finishing 13th overall as the first Group. 
1 car, 

Do you think the overseas manufacturers will 
come next year? 

We sincerely hope so and this is one of the 
reasons why we have opted for engine capacity 
classes in 1974 rather than the price classes 
of this year. The overseas competitors don't 
really understand price classes. We will 
be giving financial incentives to overseas 
teams next year and we are expecting more 
foreign journalists to come over and see the 
event. We are having close talks with the 
organisers of the Tour de France and the new 
Tour of Italy to see how we can work together 
and we have already received applications 
for regulations from many of the top Group 
1 Tour de France entrants. 

How do you feel production saloon car racing 
has fared this year? 

For a new formula with more than its fair 
share of technical complications 1 would think 
that the general verdict is that it has gone a 


lot more smoothly than many prophesied, Out 
of Group 1 has come a lot of new characters, 


there's been wider variety of cars competing 
and there's certainly been close racing. We' 
Involved @ lot of new manufacturers into tt 
sport who, in turn, have brought new sponsors 
and new dealer teams. That's got to be good. 
‘There have been criticisms of some of the 
eligibility scrutineering but, on the whole, 1 
reckon Peter Jowett and his team have done 
very good job. I hear that he has a splendid 
idea for “1974 which will include a fraud 
squad of balf a dozen scrutineers who will do 
nothing but eligibility work for all formulae, 
They will arrive, unannounced, at any meeting 
and without authority from anyone will seal 
and strip at random who they want. With 
Sophisticated equipment that can be applied 
to all formulae checks, and a team who do 
nothing else but seal and check engines and 
sort out any anomolies that may arise in the 
Interpretation of the regulations, the system's 
to work. If it fails because the RAC 
can't afford to put it into operation 1 would 
have thought all engine builders, tuners and 
manufacturers from all the formulae would 
have been only too willing to contribute £100 
or so to a fund to see the job well done. 
Your action in banning Derek Lawrence caused 
few raised eyebrows 
Well, we felt that on this occasion the 
normal penalty of simply disqualifying him 
from the meeting in question, and that is all 
that could have happened to him, was not 
appropriate when there was no dobut, in our 
mind, that this was a case of blatant cheat- 
ing. When we put on an event specifically to 
say thank you to Formula Ford competitors 
for the support that they give us during the 
season, and give them a £2,000 prize fund 
for an’ end of term bit of fun, we feel that 
our action was justified to a competitor who 
comes along and appears to raise two fingers 
to the regulations and the whole spirit of the 
meeting 
Do you feel that the engine tuner or the 
Griver should be penalised in this case? 
It does ‘seem very hard on Lawrence who 
may well not have been aware that his engine 
was illegal but I'm afraid the driver must, 
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‘as the entrant, on this occasion, take that 
responsibility and therefore the blame. 

Will the BRSCC be taking any more action 
like this for offenders? 


I sincerely hope that it will not be necessary 
but if the penalties for deliberate cheating do 
‘ct appear to be hard enough then I feel the 
enly way to put @ stop to it is to be very 
tough, Iam sure that the sponsors and the 
manufacturers involved in our two Group 1 
championships, the Mexico Challenge and the 
Renault 5 Chailenge, will back us all the way 
if we have to say “One outrageous cheat and 
you're out for the rest of the season. 
Do you believe that the new Renault 5 chal- 
‘will comprise cheap and legal racing ? 
T think with any formula that if from the 
start you get the regulations right and if you 
police the formula right with the penalties 
for anyone infringing the regulations being 
very strict, then you should have the basis 
Of the workings of a good formula. With the 
Renault 5 Challenge, the regulations and the 
ear could not be simpler, the car in parti- 
cular lends itself very well to this applicat'on. 
You are not allowed to change any- 
thing but obviously blue-printing has to be 
allowed because you can't rule against it and 
‘we shall adopt the RAC’s very well defined 
rules on blue-printing. We are going to have 
@ resident scrutineer for the whole Challenge 
which (as in the case of the Escort Mexico 
Challenge), should work out very well as he 
only has one car to worry about. But 1 don’t 
think anyone will cheat when they know how 
severe the penalties are, Regarding the cost, 
‘no motor racing is cheap but this one is the 
cheapest. production car formula as you can 
get onto the circuit for around £1,000. Next 
is really the embryo for ‘something 
rin 1975 when we hope to see over. 
and that must be very attractive 
for our members. 
What do you feel about the present state of 
British racing at club and championship level ? 
There's no doubt that the “gimmick” races 
run this year have brought the crowds in—it's 
almost back to the days of Radio London. 
But I still wonder if the rather stereo: 
type championship format which we have for 
all cur commercially sponsored championships 
does rather restrict us in adding more variety 
to race programmes, and I also wonder if the 
public are confused about the number of com- 
mercially sponsored championships in any one 
particular formula. At the end of the year 
Wwe don’t have a national champion in a parti- 
cular class, but two or three winners. 

We don't have a British national Formula 
Ford champion, for instance; we may know 
who he ought to be but neither he nor his 
sponsor can actually say that. And this is 
something which applies to many other for- 
mulae, like production saloons. 

Instead of just running a championship as 
such, If sponsors were prepared to back 16 
races with no championship prize fund at the 
finish, we could get away from the stereotype 


‘and even races with pit stops, that's 
surely more attractive for all concerned. You 
would still have, for instance, your Britax 
‘and Castrol saloon car races, all counting to- 
wards a national championship with a point 
score to find one champion. I don’t think 
it entirely destroys the interest in either series, 
for if you have a non-clashing situation re- 
garding dates it would enhance the reputation 
of the series. However, in Formula Ford it 
‘would be a little more difficult as you have 
80 many championships and none of them 
want to be downgraded—all have the same 
prize fund by agreement—and it wants to 
retain its own prestig: 
Going back to the personality races, don’t 
you feel that it got to a stage where there 
‘were too many of them ? 

Perhaps there were but we must remember 
that these events would not be possible with- 
‘out the sponsorship of Shell, Ford and Avon 
and obviously the promoter has got to give 
them wide exposure and the value for money. 
I still feel that we are not paying enough 
attention to the man in the grandstand. 1 
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sat in the grandstand for the wet Radio 
Luxembourg Formula 5000 meeting at Silver- 
Stone to listen to the comments of the 
many non-racing enthusiasts and came to the 
conclusion that the majority af them didn't 
understand what the sport was all about. 
They were not the slightest bit interested in 
what round of a Formula Ford championship 
it was and when the commentators went on 
about Gl and G3 cars, they really haven't 
got a clue what he's talking about. It’s al 
very well getting new recruits to come and 
watch motor racing but having got them 
there you've got to ensure they're enter: 


e current position with Prodsports ? 
We're in a bit of a spot at the moment because 
STP have had to withdraw their sponsorship 
of the Championship since their European 
reorganisation, Looking for a new sponsor 
just at the present time is not exactly easy— 
if we are not successful then we will continue 
with @ series of non-sponsored races next year 
and try and keep it going. 

1 think we're about to resolve most of the 
problems we've had this year although I must 
Admit there have been times when I've begun 
to despair. When we started Prodsports every- 
fone told us to stick to Group 3 and 4 cars 
only and then they complained that the small 
volume constructors could not take part. So 
We agree to let them in and put on a special 
event when they were eligible but only one 
turned up! 

‘We originally proposed a top price limit of 
around £2,500 to keep the thing to the more 
popular range of sports cars but a great lobby 
came forth from the owners of exotic 
machinery who were going to enter. The 
three who did—two Porsches and a Pantera— 
provided a super spectacle but ruined the 
racing for the rest. 

‘We're just about to complete another survey 
amongst competitors and without pre-judging 
the result I'm sure we're going to end up 
with a top limit of €2,500 or lower to try to 

‘more bread and butter models. We 
ink there's room for a formula Ul 
this in club racing when a very large percen: 
tage of our members own sports 
Is It not true that the BRSCC have a relatively 
easy task In respect of race sponsorship 
because these problems are handled by MCD ? 
Indeed we are extremely fortunate in this 
respect but I would like to think that we 
therefore devote our efforts to planning our 
own special events—like the FordSport days, 
the Formula Ford Festival, the Tour of Britain 
and of course administering our own cham- 
pionships like the Mexico Challenge and the 
new Renault 5 Challenge. In return for the 


benefits of MCD race sponsorship I hope that 
we do our bit to keep an eye on the regula- 
tions for the formulae which John Webb has 
been responsible for introducing. 

Do the BRSCC have preferential terms for 
running race meetings at MCD circuits? 
No, the only preference given to the BRSCC is 
that we are invited to organise more meeting: 
‘at MCD circuits than other clubs presumably 
because they think we give the best service. 
It’s part of my job to see that we don't get 
complacent about that because I'm sure MCD 
would have no hesitation in offering the 
meetings to another club if they could do the 
job better ! 

‘What are the major costs In running a race 
meeting ? 

It is rather difficult to answer that because 
there are so many indirect overheads which 
cannot really be broken down to particular 
meetings. 

One begins, of course, with many time con- 
suming meetings at the start of the season to 
sort out the allocation of championship rounds 
then there will be meetings with promoters, 
circuit owners and sponsors for’ individual 
meetings. The publication of the regulations 
and mailing them is a big expense with the 

ing cost of printing and postage. The same 
applies to all the paperwork that goes to 
competitors and marshals, Organising a mini 
mum of 250 marshals per meeting is almost 
full-time job when you run as many event 
as we do, Then you have the immediate costs 
of RAC permits, insurance, FIA permits for 
internationals, scrutineers and  timekeepers, 
prize money, trophies and garlands. 

But you do make a profit out of race 
meetings ? 

Most of them yes and that's what we're in 
business for. We need a profit to sponsor all 
the unseen services that everyone takes for 
granted—principally marshals’ training and 
the provision of our unique rescue units. There 
fare never sufficient funds to finance the sort 
of marshals’ training, and particularly fire 
fighting that we feel should be 
undertakes 

lictle things both on and off the cl 
keeo the marshals keen and faithful to the 
BRSCC. We've got beyond the stage when a 
man will give up two weeks of his holiday 
time to come and marshal for us én return for 
a dingle-danele lanel badge and a glass of 
‘warm flat beer at the end of season party. 

‘But, of course, we all feel that the basic 
marshal training and certainly the fire fighting 
Practice should not be sponsored by the clubs 
‘at all but by a national fund. This could #0 
simply be achieved by either putting a levy 


Renault STL will be eligible for the Renault 5 Challenge—BRSCC's new 1974 series 
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‘of a few pence on every RAC Competition 
Licence or an even smaller levy on each race 
entry fee. It's a pity that nothing is forth- 
‘coming from the sponsors of the major inter- 
national teams, particularly Formula 1, whose 
tremendous. investment our marshals are 
entrusted to protect on the circuit. Just one 
per cent of every Formula 1 team’s sponsor- 
ship money paid into a national fund could 
bring about a one hundred per cent improve- 
ment in the efficiency of the firefighting force 
‘at every single British race meeting, and we 
perhaps could be spared the horror of seeing 
on our own television sets a repeat of the 
Zandvoort tragedy with British marshals 
involved. It's a long time since the Zandvoort 
accident happened and everyone has, in some 
way, lost interest—until it happens again. 


Alternatively the RAC could allocate some of 
the £11,000 profit that the motor sport division 
is year? 


No comment ! 


You've often been openly very critical of the 
RAC and yet you not only sit on the RAC 
Race Committee and the Rally Committee, 
‘but you are also now on the main Competi- 
tions Committee. 


1 criticise the system rather than the people 
because I don’t think the system works quick 
enough to keep pace with the demands of 
the sport in the 1970s. The system is being 
improved but not quick enough. 

First | the 
‘Committees do a first class job because they 
are small and we have the right people on 
them. There seems to be a reluctance to co-opt 
Specialists when we have a really tricky 
technical problem to iron out, but we can 
probably overcome that one. The main prob- 
lems arise because any decision by one of 
the sub-Committees has to be ratified by the 
main Competitions Committee and may per: 
haps even be subsequently changed by them. 
By the time a problem has cropped up and 
got onto the agenda of the appropriate sub: 
Committee, It could be thy 


‘& period of frustrating uncertainty. 
really think that the specialist sub-com- 
mittees should be given the power to make 
final decisions which can be put into effect 
immediately. The main Competitions Com- 
mittee, made up of the leading lights from all, 
branches of the sport—racing, rallying, speed 


Browning brought a round of Formula Renault to 
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events, hill climbs, karting. 
position to make or to amend specialist dec 
sions. Its time could perhaps be better spent 
‘on deeper deliberations on the sport. 


Would the cessation of club racing in this 
country If petrol rationing is brought in mean 
the end of the BRSCC? 

Oh no. In fact if we can be called a part 
of the motor racing industry we, and other 

jotor clubs, are probably the people to be 
least affected because we have the hope that 
the majority of our membership will renew 
their subscriptions so we should continue to 
have a basic income. The situation with the 
professional teams and the constructors, of 
Course, could be disastrous and we must do 
everything possible to protect them. 
‘Are you happy then about running your 
Boxing Day meeting under the circum. 
stances? 


Well, there is a split of opinion over this one 
On the one side we have those who feel that 
1 televised meeting on Boxing Day sponsored 
by a fuel company must arouse public opinion 
and may well prejudice current and future 
negotiations with the Ministry when we come 
to think about running more significant meet- 
ings next year when hopefully. the situation 
may well be less serious. On the other hand 
‘we have those who feel that the cancellation 
Of the meeting could well weaken our por 
tion In negotiations for the continuance of 
the sport in showing that motor racing is 
Vulnerable and our consciences are pricking. 
‘The general view seems to be that until 
such time as all other sports are stopped 
where people use petrol, generally many 


times the amount of fuel that both competi- 
tors and ‘spectators use at motor racing 
meetings, then we go on. 


Do you see a time when the three major clubs 
will take over the running of all major cham- 
pionship race meetings in this country ? 


I think this could come about and it would 


certainly made things a lot more efficient from 
the enthusiast’s point of view. That 
sort of statement’ can be looked upon 


by other clubs as being very unfair and they 
may say what right have the BRSCC got to 
hog the scene, but it all comes back to what 
T'said before in respect of what clubs such 
our own plough back into the general adminis- 
tration of the sport. 


Do you see a time when the three major 
‘clubs will merge together or do you see them 


Britain at Snetterton this year. 


becoming more linked with a circult, like the 
BARC with Thruxton, the BRDC with Silver- 
stone and now perhaps the BRSCC with 
Brands Hatch? 


It’s well known that all three clubs are on 
the move but the fact that we will be moving 
‘geographically farther from Brands Hatch 
shouldn't be interpreted with any political 
undertones! On the question of the merger, 1 
feel that in the past year there has been’ a 
mini-merger in that we are communicating 
a lot’ more than we used to, I think 
competition is quite a good thing although 
there are a lot of areas. where we 
could “get together where we don’t 
have clashing interests. The three club chiefs 
do have regular monthly informal meetings 
When we put motor sport to right! 


You retain a very close contact with rallyis 
snd_you were out servicing for a team on the 
RAC Rally. Why is this? 
Mainly because 1 very much enjoy the total 
Involvement which you get with rallying, 
something which I find is sadly lacking in 
motor racing today. 

On the eve of the RAC Rally, for example, 
1 ended up in a car alongside the chairman 
Of the rally organising committee, a number 
of the top drivers from home and overse; 
@ team manager, a couple of overseas 
mechanics, an area sector marshal and (wo 
keen types who had come up to York to 

around one table, you had 

the sectors of those Involved 
In the sport and everyone was able to join in 
a discussion on the matters of the moment. 


situi 
why everyone has r understanding of 
each other's problems and you don't get the 
sort of wranglings that go on In the upper 
echelons of motor racing. 

Everyone in motor racing today seems to 
be so commercially cocooned In their own 
litte world that we are all drifting. farther 


ably, by the very natui 
meeting is scheduled, 


all. side 
‘well organised associations of drivers, con- 
structors, circuit owners, race organisers and 
sponsors. All that seems lacking is the real 
desire for someone to provide that oppor- 
tunity, 


to get together now that we have 
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Out now ! The new 
utosport Annual! 


AVANNY 


AUTOSPORT 


F5000 


jotmula ot the future? = Suv 
ony Larifcanchi on standard saloon racing 
fi - Britains future GP star 


The publishing bargain of the year for 
all motor sporting enthusiasts hits the 
bookstalls this week. Yes, the 1974 AUTO- 
SPORT ANNUAL contains some superb 
features to cater for all tastes, from rallying 
to Formula 1, from autocross to Formula 5000. 


Last season marked the turing point in thb short history of 
F5000, Just how and why it suddenly rave success in 
Europe and America is analysed by editor Michael Kettlewell 


‘One of the most successful racing car manufacturers is Lola Cars 
of Huntingdon. The company’s steady expansion, from Eric Broad! 
original 1966 special to today’s position as the world's largest 
facing car manutacturer, is traced in exhaustive detail. Just who 
are Lola, and what is their recipe for success ? 


i 


For most drivers, however, success means a regular Formula 1 
fide. But how does’ this handful of elite men who make up 2 
Formula 1 grid reach these dizzy heights ? AUTOSPORT editor lan 
Phillips spots the new Formula 1 talent from the realms of F5000, 
F3, F2 and Formula Atlantic. 
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shunt; f be 
part of a glorious history—an episode 
Of motor sport. Some of those moments, 
dramas and characters 

tive history of the “home of British motor racing. 


But it’s not all circuit stuff in AUTOSPORT ANNUAL. 
The trends of rallying in Britain today are chronicled by 
lan Sadler, who gives new insight into why certain aspects 
of it are ‘on the wane while others go from strength to 

features also focus on hillclimbs (written 
‘autocross (Derek Hill) and Historic car 


AUTOSPORT'S deputy editor, Robert Fearnall, has been 

ings about the Avon Motor 
in which motor sporting debut. 
Hunt set off from the start in Bath with 
aro, few gave them much chance of 


Turning, trom competition to road cars, John, Bolster 
* ides couldn't ar V12 engine 


for such transport. 
respected technical editor comments on the cars and 
‘equipment 13 1973. And he looks further 
than the current oil crisis, taking @ crystal ball vision of the 
future of motoring. 


Bob Constenduros traces the areas in which a road 
car's performance can be improved. It runs from the bolt-on 


goodies to complete blue-printing which is a necessary 
Fequisite for success in standard production racing and 
rallying. 


And as an added bonus there are over 40 pen portraits 
‘of drivers competing in Britain in 1973. Who are they ? 
You'll have to buy the annual to find out whether you or 
any of your friends feature in this random selection | 


All this and more, lavishly decorated with lots of 
superb photographs, can be yours for 50p. 


It’s at your local bookseller now. Or, in case of 


difficulty, use the coupon in this advertisement. 


[--------- 


To: Book Sales Department, Haymarket Publishing Lté 
| Craven House, 34 Foubert's Place, London W1 | 


Please send me AUTOSPORT 
ANNUAL(S) at 50p each plus 9p post and 
| Packing. ! enclose my cheque/PO for 


Name 


" 


Patrick Depailler: Will probably drive Tyrrell 006/2 in Argentina. 


PATRICK DEPAILLER 


Patrick Depailler, 29, joined Elf Team Tyrrell 
on crutches, arriving at the woodyard work- 
shops last weekend for his first seat-fttings 
‘and having to be lifted into the cockpit of 
the Tyrrell Jackie Stewart drove last season 
to win the World Championship. The little 
Frenchman is practically the same size as 
‘Stewart and will probably drive the ex- 
Stewart car, 006/2, in the Argentine Grand 
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Depailler in the 1972 French GP when he lost time with two punctures 


France's latest recruit to the Elf-Tyrrell Grand Prix team 


Prix teaming with Jody Scheckter for the 
first time. 

Although the Frenchman drove Tyrrells in 
the French and US GPs in 1972, he has 
concentrated mainly on Formula 2 and is 
therefore very much a new boy in Formula 1 

He regards himself as extremely fortunate 
to be given another chance in Formula 1 
after breaking his leg and losing the chance 


of driving the third Tyrrell in the two North 
American GPs at the end of this season. 
How did the accident happen ? 

“Every time I ride my bike like a crazy 
man, bat because Ken had offered me the 
Grive, this day 1 was riding very slowly, very 
prudent, but because of this I was not enough 
concentrating and I rode into a tree... .” 
His accent is early-days Ickx, which seems 
appropriate since Jacky also served his 
apprenticeship with the Tyrrell team. 

Depailler fractured his left leg in two 
places and although they were bad breaks 
they are now mending. 

‘Immediately 1 fell, T thought that Formula 
1 for me was finished . . . my best chance 
was gone. But I went to Paul Ricard early 
in November when Ken was testing there 
and we talk for six or seven days before he 
ask me to drive. 

He had some good reason to be worried 
after his fall because at 29, his chances of 
getting an alternative ride in Formula 1 must 
have been extremely slim, Luck has not been 
one of Depailler's companions during his 


career, but under Tyrrell’s firm guidance that 
could ‘change. 
He was born in Clermont Ferrand on 


August 9, 1944, growing up in the home town 
of the French driver Louls Rosier and pound- 
ing a Mobylette countless times round the 
road circuit in the hills above the town. His 
first race was on a Norton 500 at Montihéry 
and one of the people he impressed was 
Jean-Pierre Beltoise who arranged for him to 
ride Bultacos in his team, In 1964 he raced 
in the Coupe de Provence, a competition 
where each of the 21 provinces in France 
fielded a Lotus 7 for the most promising 
young driver in the area, and Depailler drove 
the Auvergne entry. 

Henri Pescarolo has cause to remember 
Depailler’s race at Montlhéry in the Lotuses 
because he used the cars in front to slow 
down for the first corner and shunted Pes- 
carolo and another driver off the road, 
Depailler recovered quickly and overhauled 
the other 18 cars to win, Pescarolo thought 
he was a clown, 

In 1966 Depailler was beaten by Cevert 
for the Volant Shell Trophy of an Alpine 
Formula 3 car, but Beltoise, who looked an 
Depailler as something of a protege, stepped 
in to try to arrange an Alpine for Patrick 
as well, He was eventually taken on by the 
team as a mechanic and he had to work his 
way into a drive that way. 

Now that he was involved in racing full 
time, he moved to Dieppe and quit his job 
which Johnny Rives of L’Equipe described as 
‘a mechanic of the teeth but which was 
apparently involved in the making of false 
teeth ! 

In 1967 he won a Formula 3 race in the 
rain at Montihéry and drove Alpines in sports 
car races as well. In 1970 he had a dismal 
season with the Pygmée team, but in 1971 
his luck took a turn for the better and he 
won the French Fromula 3 championship. 
Last year he won the Monaco Formula 3 race 
the day before his friend Beltoise won the 
Grand Prix in the Marlboro-BRM, and this 
brought him to the attention of Tyrrell who 
regards the race as a talent indicator. Henry 
Taylor won there for Tyrrell in 1960 and 
Jackie Stewart won in 1964, Interesting, too, 
that Peter Revson won the race driving a 
Ron Harris Lotus in 1965. = 

In his Tyrrell debut at Clermont Ferrand 
he lost @ lot of time with two punctures and 
2 suspension problem but at Watkins Glen 
he qualified on the fifth row of the grid, a 
shade faster than Ickx in the Ferrari and’ he 
drove carefully to seventh place while 
Stewart and Cevert were finishing 1-2 up 
front for total Tyrrell team earnings that 
day of $97,500! 

Depailler and his wife Michelle (they were 
married in June, 1967 according to the date 
engraved in his wedding ring—he had to 
check!) have a two-month-old son, Loic, and 
they divide their time between @ house in 
‘Clermont Ferrand and an apartment in Paris. 


EOIN YOUNG 
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The motor 
racing year— 
yours for £1 


The 1973 season was the most successful ever you compare it to other motor racing calendars 


for Goodyear in Formula 1—their tyres were on the costing £2 or more. Get one today for yourself{—and 

winning cars in every single Grand Prix solve your Christmas present problems for your motor 
To mark this achievement, they've produced for 1974 racing friends as well ! Goodyear have promised to send 

a magnificent souvenir calendar, a big 20” x 18" in your calendars by return of post to beat the Christmas 

size, crammed with superb colour photography that tush, so post off the coupon today. 

captures all the glamour, speed, excitement and drama roto ore ee 


of the international motor racing year. 
Through a special arrangement with AUTOSPORT, 
this Goodyear Racing Calendar is exclusively available 
in this country to AUTOSPORT readers. And we've 
been able to fix the price at just £1 all in—that includes 
VAT, packing and 13p worth of postage to your door. 
The calendar is beautifully printed on art paper, 
with a separate sheet for every month. Each page has 
a portfolio of seven shots from the 1973 Grands Prix 
plus Le Mans, headed by a stunning full-width picture 
which would be ideal for framing or wall display when 
that month is past. 
‘Ata quid all in it’s fantastic value, especially when 


To: Goodyear Calendar Offer, Advertising Dept, 
Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co Ltd, 
Bushbury, Wolverhampton, WV10 6DH. 


Please send me calendar(s) at £1 each. 
1 enclose remittance for £. 
Name 

Address 


Please make cheques payable to : 
“The Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co (GB) Ltd” 
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Jackle Stewart driving Tyrrell-Ford 003 in the Austrian GP in 1971 


Tyrrell OOS and Ascari Ferrari 


—the most successful Grand Prix cars 


By EOIN YOUNG 


Because it Is easier to associate with a man than a machine, we tend to remember the World 
Champion as the driver rather than the car be drove. Thus Jackle Stewart will go down In the 


facing record books as the winner of 27 Grand Prix races topping the career totals of the li 
jark (25), and Juan Manuel Fangio (24). The credit 


Jom goes to the car but records 


show that if It'did the honours would probably be shared between 003 Tyrrell-Ford that Jackie 
‘Stewart drove in 1971 and 1972 and the Ferrari that Alberto Ascari drove in 1952 and 1953. 


The art of meticulously careful identifica- 
tion’ by" chassis number “in. Grand. Prix 
Feporting has become on obsession in recent 
Years 40 there is no doubt that Jackie Stewart 
Grove (003 ‘Tyrrell to win 8 Grand Epreuves 
More than 20. years ago, however, there 
fords, of “Individual car performance become 
tose ‘nany' cod we ‘tety hare 'n the das 
notebooks Kept by ‘Denis Jenkinson eager 
even then in’ his pursuit of ‘the facts for 
Motor ‘Sport, 

‘She 2lltre Type 500 Ferras 
for the 1992 
Funning from I to 6, and As 
Dumber 5. ‘That season he won six of the 
feven events counting for the Championship 
and in 1053 he used the same car'to win 
five more GPs and retain his title, but the 
Jenkinson records for 1952 have disappeared 
land. we can only presume that the lmensel 
Superstitious Ascarl would have stayed with 
the same car when his luck was running hot 
Even without ‘the aspect of superstition it 
appears most unlikely that a driver would 
willingly ‘switch from a proven ‘winning ci 
once It had been establistied as hi 

"Aithough the 003 Tyrrell can stand on 
documented guarantee of eight GP victories, 
the Type 900 'F2. Ferrart can. only be 
Huarantecd winner of five GPs. but probable 
‘winner of 11, 0 equal honours. seem fair 
In the circumstances, Both cars. typify thelr 
era, the Ferrari with Ms handsome front: 
engined. tines and the Tyrrell all-purposeful 
with beauty, cashed in against the science of 
aerodynamics. 

Beauty, however, is always in the eye of 
the beholder. ‘When the admittedly scrufly 
ATS. formula 1 car made its first appear 
fance at the Belgian Grand Prix in 1963, Dan 
Gumey joined a group of sceptics, listened 
to the erica comments, and offered the 
opinion that if the car happened to win It 
Would instantly become the best looking car 
Bethe race track. - 

History shows that Ferrari has the happy 


were built 
‘numbers 


4 


knack of anticipating a change of formula. 

In 1961 his I}-litre cars had been sorted-out 

the season before and ready to win. In 1952 
similar state of readin 


he was ina 


with a twin-cam 4-cylinder 
igned by Lampredi in 1951 for 
Ascari to win three races. 

‘When Alfa Romeo announced thelr with. 
drawal from Grand Prix racing at the end 
of the 1951 season the World Championship 
was down-rated to Formula 2 where fleids 
were full and the racing was good despite 
(or because off the Ferrari domination, several 
of the races having been won by Ferrari 
privateer 

Tt was thought that Ferrari would keep the 
V12 engine on fast circuits and the 4-cylinder 
with its better torque for tighter tracks, but 
tests (and Ascari's race wins in 1951) proved 
that the four had better all-round performance 
and the V12 was dropped. 

Ferrari legend has it that Lampredi, brought 
in to replace Colombo who had switched 

did the lay-out of the engine 

Te was developed as a 2-litre 
and also as a 2i-litre, with the larger engine 
being used for Formule Libre events like the 
Argentine Temporada. As the Ascari/Ferrari 
Steamroller got into its stride during the two 

sasons of domination, many of the struggling 
British contestants were firmly convinced that 
the works Ferraris were running 24-litre 
engines all the time. 

Tt reached the stage where even Ferrari 
customers were beginning to complain about 
their lack of pace compared with the works 
cars and the matter reached a head during 
practice for the race at Pau in 1953 when 
Hawthorn was sent out in a customer F2 
car to see if there was a basis for complaint. 
Mike quieted the complaining customers and 
the doubting opposition by setting fastest time 
of the day round the street circuit, 0.2 sec 
faster than Ascari... 


In his book “The Ferrari” Hans Tanner 
describes the novel feature of Lampredi's 
engine that was to win two World Cham- 
plonships: “To make an effective gas and 
water seal without the use of a gasket, the 
four steel liners were screwed into recesses 
in the combustion chamber, the cylinder head 
being cast integrally with ‘the water jackets, 
each liner hada flange at the bottom with 
two rubber rings to provide an oll and water 
foint.” 

Each combustion chamber had two valves 
‘and two spark plugs and peak performance 
of the engine on a 20% ‘alcohol mix was 
about 170 bhp between 7000 and 7500rpm, 

During the two championship seasons 
development centred mainly around. detall 
developments to the engine 


ment saw a manifolding that paired cylinders 
Land 4, and 2 and 3 into two pipes joining 
into a large diameter pipe just ahead of the 
‘cockpit. 

‘The chassis of the Ferrari was traditional 
with two ovaltube side frames, cross-braced 
with large tubes front and rear’ and a strong 
superstructure around the front of the cock- 
pit. Suspension was by a de Dion axle and 


The driving position too was traditional, 
with the driveshaft running directly below 
the driver so that he sat ‘tall in the 
saddle” compared with the supine driving 
position of the modern Grand Prix car. Th 
fuel tank In the tail held 33 gallons and the 
all-up weight was 1344 Ibs. 

‘Ascari believed in striking while the Fer- 
rari iron was hot and in 1952 he won 
Grands Prix of Belgium, France, Gres 
Britain, Holland and Germany to take 
World ‘Championship by storm. Almost as a 
line activity he drove the same car in 
the non-title series of Grand Prix de France 
races winning 5 of the 8 qualifying races 
including the French GP. For the 1953 season 
Ascari won the Argentine GP using a" legal” 
2j-litre engine in the libre Temporado series 
and switched back to 2-litres to win the 
Dutch, Belgian, British and Swiss GPs. His 
win at Spa completed a 3-win hat-trick for t 

nm, but it was also his ninth consecutl 
rand Prix win! 
He missed bis 


tenth straight victory 
in one of those wheel-to-wheel slip. 
streaming dices that were typical of 
Reims and Monza (before the chicanes 
were installed). Mike Hawthorn had 
Joined Ascari, Farina and Villorest in the 
Ferrari team for 1953 and he scored his 
first GP win at Reims beating Fangio's 
M 


place and Ascari fourth, six 
zales. 

In two seasons Ascari had won two World 
‘Championships winning six of the seven 
in 1952 (he missed the opening race at Berne 
because he was competing at Indianapolis 
with a 4.5 Ferrari V12; the car collapsed a 
wheel and he spun on lap 40) and five of the 
eight races in 1953. 

Ferrari then, as now, built the complete car 
and won or lost purely on the ability or 
Inabitities of his own organisation. By com- 
parison the Grand Prix car of today, with 
the noteable exception of Ferrari and’ BRM, 
isa carefully constructed kit of parts 
assembled with varying degrees of success by 
‘a number of teams, all with access to the 
fame hardware, 

Enzo Ferrari builds and races his cars 
because he is imbued with the spirit of 
racing; Ken Tyrrell built his own Grand 
Prix cars because he was pitchforked into 
the situation of having to. He began Formula 
1 racing with a Matra chassis and the Ford- 
Cosworth DFV V8 engine in 1968, and Jackie 
Stewart won his first World Championship 
with this car in 1969. A domestic contract 
well beyond the reach of racing conspired to 
confound Tyrrell's plans in 1970 and he lost 
his valuable arrangement with the French 
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Matra missile company when they signed a 
production agreement with Chrysler that 
effectively cancelled Tyrrell’s chances of rac- 
ing a Matra with a Ford engine. With a World 
‘Champion in the team but no mount for him 
‘Tyrrell soon found that none of the other 
major teams cared to solve his problems by 
Providing a competitive car for Stewart, so 
‘Tyrrell gambled on the brand new car from 
March Engineering to put Stewart on wheels 
for the start of the 1970 season and immedi- 
ately set about the design and secret cor 
‘struction of a Tyrrell Grand Prix car so that 
he would never again be embarrassed by lack 
of equipment. 
It was the third Tyrrell from Derek Gard- 
‘drawing board that at last translated 


when Stewart won his first 
car—the Spanish Grand Prix at Barcelona. 
Next time out the car crashed heavily whe 
the throttle jammed open on the first_corn 
of the first lap at Silverstone but Stewart 
Was unburt and 003 was repaired in time for 
him to win comfortably at Monaco. Ickx won 
with the Ferrari in the rain at Zandvoort, but 
Stewart picked up the victory rhythm again 
winning at Paul Ricard (with Cevert second in 
the other team car), Silverstone, Nurbur 
& gap of two races (a broken drive 
‘Austria and a blown engine at Monza) and 
then a win in Canada. He started the US GP 
from pole and led the early laps before slow- 
ing with a tyre problem while 
Cer ent on to win his first Grand Prix. 
So Stewart won his second World Champion- 
‘ship with six wins from 11 races driving 003. 
He began the 1972 season by winning the 
Argentine GP in 003 and started from pole in 
the South African GP leading for half the race 
until @ special Tyrrell “security bolt” dropped 
out of the Hewland transmission and Stewart 
was out of the race. In the Spanish Grand 
Prix at Jarama Stewart qualified on the second 
out after a spin on the 69th 


a rare 
the drenching downpour at 
Mondco he was to spin again trying to keep 

pace set up front by Beltoise in the 
Martbore-oi 


‘explained when it was announced that he had 
‘Stomach ulcer and was under heavy sedation 
at his home in Switzerland. He missed the 
Belgian Grand Prix at Nivelles but he was 
at Clermont Ferrand 


with puneturi 
for a comfortable win. At Brands 
the British GP he qualified on the 
again and this time rode tandem to Fittipaldi 
Lotus for the length of the race, finishing 
second. A the Nurburgring 003 was knocked 
‘out of the race when he tried to squeeze past 
Regazzont's Ferrari on the last lap while lying 
third. So the distinguished Grand Prix career 
of Tyrrell 003 ended ingloriously against a 
guardrail at the Nurburgring, but for one car 


to have been so successful for two seasons in 
‘the heat of modern Grand Prix competition, 
certainly earns it equal honours with the 


‘Stewart took over Tyrrell 005 after that and 
003 was gracefully retired to the exhibition 
circuit in its Elf Team Tyrrell biue, and even- 
tually to @ place of honour in Tom Wheat- 
croft's Donington Collection of single seater 
racing cars, 

‘Among the star-studded Collection at Don- 
ington is its rival for Grand Prix honours, the 
Ascari Ferrari, but there was no immediate 
pension and honourable exhibition tours for 
the venerable 2-litre front-engined Ferrari. 

In 1954 a new 2i-litre Grand Prix formula 
began and the Type 500 was replaced by a 
very similar Type 625 but by this time Ascari 
had moved to Lancia. Hig faithful number 5 
Type 500 was raced by Farina to Sth place 
at Pau, and by Hawthorn to fourth at Spa. 

At Reims it was a spare car and thus 
escaped annihilation by the streamlined Mer- 
cedes-Benz Grand Prix cars on their comeback 
appearance. A new Type 555 Squalo Ferrari 
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had also been built but it was not competitive 
or reliable enough to race against even the 
Type 625, so a revised 2j-litre engine was 
fitted in “Old number 5" to be driven by 
Hawthorn in a mon-championship race at 
Rouen. To accommodate the wider eng ne the 
steering box had to be turned around and 
remounted. A significant identification feature 
on the Ferrari at Donington is that the steer- 
ing box has been reversed and there is 8 
1954 date-mark on the casing! 
After the German Grand Prix when Maurice 
Trintignant drove it to third place, the c: 
disappeared from the European scene but six 
months later it was back on the front row of 
a Grand Prix grid—this time at Ardmore in 
New Zealand, and the driver was wealthy 
Australian sportsman Tony Gaze, now a fa 
‘mer near Ross-on-Wye in Herefordshire 
Gaze had teamed with Peter Whitehead to 
buy a pair of the ex-works Type 500 Ferraris 
with the 1954 early-type 24-litre Grand Prix 
engines extended to 3-litres to run the "Down 
Under” Formule Libre events in 1955. The cars 
had been prepared for Whitehead and Gaze 
Ferrari's “customer dep the ex- 
‘Ascari car now carried 
which covered the original 
chassis rail 
‘Gaze missed most of the practice session 
for his first race in the Ferrari because the 
gear ratio was too high and in changing it, 
the mechanic discovered that the car had been 
assembled in Italy with many of the nuts only 


pi 
"5" stamped on the 


finger-tight! He eventually finished third to 
Prince Bira's 250F Maserati and team-mate 
Whitehead after losing a lap to have a jam- 
med throttle freed at the pits. They were 


disappointed with the power of the enlarged 
B-lltre engines and a special set_of high 
‘compression pistons for Gaze were flown out 
for a race at Orange in Australia but they 
were little improvement. Whitehead won while 
Gaze's clutch packed up and he struggled 
through to third. On thelr whistle-stop world 
tour the Whitehead-Gaze equipe raced next in 
South Africa where they were handicapped out 
Of the results at Cape Town but Gaze came 
through to win in the Rand race and then the 
cars went back to Maly for a refit. 

i arrangement with Ferrari was 
engines for Whitehead and Gaze to compete 
in Grand Prix races, but that arrangement wi 


cancelled by the time the wanderers got back 
to Italy and they had to make do with modi- 
fications to their cars for the 1956 Antipodean 
‘series that included having the enlarged Type 
625 GP engines replaced by 3-litre Monza 750 
sports car engines running on a methanol 
brew. 

It was generally assumed that at the time 
that the cars were always fitted with, Monza 
engines but Gaze says that the sports car 
motors were only fitted for the 1956 races. 

“Peter and I agreed that it would be open 
slather in the Grand Prix at Ardmore but in 
the rest of the New Zealand races we would 
take turns at winning—if we were in a 
Position to do so,” Gaze recalls. 

He led from the front row but Moss caught 
and passed him in the 250F before the end 
of the first lap and Gaze followed him to 
finish second with Whitehead third, At Wigram 
Whitehead won and Gaze was second, at 
Dunedin Gaze won on a track that boasted 

‘on roads around the 
Invercargill 


The plan was for Gaze to race the Ferrari 
in the 1956 Australian Grand Prix at Albert 
Park, Melbourne and would then sell the car 
to Lex Davison, but Davison was eager to 
drive the car himself in the Grand Prix and 
$0 the deal was done. 

Lex “Davo” Davison was already some- 
thing of a racing folk hero in Australia having 
won the Grand Prix in 1954 driving an HWM- 
Jaguar, and generally conducting his com- 
petition activities in the manner of a latter-day 
Barnato or Birkin. The Ferrari was his sort of 
motorcar and he drove it to win the 1957 
‘Australian Grand Prix at Caversham and a 
string of other races that season which earned 
him the first Cams Gold Star to be awar 
In 1958 at Bathurst “Davo™ drove a hard ra 
in the Ferrari against Stan Jones in a 
250F and Ted Gray in a Corvette-engined 
Tornado Special, but his tactics worked out 
and he won his third Australian Grand Prix. 

After that race the car headed for retire- 
ment and eventually made a circuitous trip 
through several owners to ita place of honour 
in the Don'ngton Collection. It was while the 
car was being restored that the “custome: 
chassis plate was lifted and the famous 
was discovered underneath to prove the 
pedigree of the well-travelled car. 


in 1952 and 1953. 


Alberto Ascari with the 2-litre Ferrari Type 500 at the Silverstone British GP which he won 
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Purely personal 


is unbelievable that 


Sue “governing. body 


PETER BRYANT 


Road rallying is the largest single section 
of ‘motor sport in the country, with over 60 
per cent of all motor sport events utilising 
Public roads. Over the years road rallying has 
fun into an increasing number of problems, 

se Involving complaints from the public 

id police, No. sensible informed person 
Would deny that problems of noise, annoy 
ance and danger to other road users not only 


exist but are increasing and ure not being 
effectively solved. If the present trend 
continues, all rallying will be forced to stop 


by an increasingly irate body of public opinion 
This would mean ‘that the majority of 

sport ‘would be lost co this country forci 
countless thousands of clubmen to take their 
Interest, enthusiasm and financial contribu~ 
tions elsewhere probably resulting In a sport 
bankrupt of enthusiasm and money. 

‘A. dopressing situation, one which needs 
the immediate and overdue attention of the 
RAC. Last week the RAC produced a Green 
Paper Consultative Document on Motor 
Events Utilising the Public Highway.” I hoped 
that this document was to be the framework 
‘on which the future of rallying could be 
built a forward policy for the sport and a 
Series of steps to overcame the present 
Problems. I was bitterly disappointed—maybe 
If the title had been  “ Rallying—cremation 
‘or burial” or "The Last Five Years of Motor 
Sport,"" then the contents would sot have 
been ‘surprising. The report suggests a variety 
of legisiation that the committee feels would 
Feduce the problems ‘of road events, and also 
Presents evidence of these problems. The 
Tegislation appears to be well reasoned and 
some of the ideas are obviously sensible. The 
tragedy es in the failure of the Green 
Paper to recognise three crucial points. 

First the report does nothing for the 
sport in offering new scope to replace that 
which its legislation immediately destroys. 
Secondly it does not appreciate that any 
timed event on the public roads can in the 
wrong circumstances cause danger and annoy: 
ance. Thirdly its legislation will not be effec: 
tive | in producing the circumstances for 
acceptable road rallying 

Taking these points in reverse order. The 


Road rallies—the last five years? 
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legislation dn effect tries to reduce the scope 
of road rallying, bu does not understand the 
cause of the problems it is trying to legislate 
against. If 

Limits 

but does not indicate who should use It and 
the qualifications necessary then problems in 
rifle shooting will continue to exist. Similarly 
a I2-car rally ineptly organised is far more 
likely to be lethal to the sport than a well 
organised 90-car rally. Or, try convincing an 
irate village that the 60 cars pass! 

the centre of a village represent 
reduction im the number that were thought- 
fully routed round the village last year. Any 
legislation for timed events must be aimed 
at producing better organised events in lowly 
Populated areas with the full approval of 
the local authorities. The proposed legislation 
does not operate in this way. 


The RAC still seem to be deluded that 
certain timed events do not produce annoy- 
ance or danger whatever the circumstances. 


Take the report's preference for plot and 
bash events, as against pre-plotted routes 
“Plot and bash" events produce one signi 


flcant change—increased “navigation errors 
frequently take cars off the intended route. 
This creates tremendous annoyance to house- 
holders off the intended route who have not 
been visited to obtain approval, Furthermore 
the loss of time incurred by increased travel- 
ling in the wrong directions can only serve 

increase the pressure on the crews to 
travel faster. Hardly a recipe for successful 
rallying! Any other argument for plot and 
bash such as reducing spectator or service 
involvement is banal as both these can be 
achieved easily by other means. 


My third point is the most serious. The 
volume and scope in road rallying will have 
to be decreased in the next few years as 
areas become more populated elther by legis: 
lation as proposed in the Green Paper. or 
hopefully by more meaningful legislation, Yet 
the RAC have proposed nothing to replace 
this tremendous loss to rallying. Roger Clark 
suggested in Motor last week that a reduction 
in road. rallying should be “tradgd" for 
agreements for closed road rallying. This is 
policy that the RAC should be pursuing 
With every last penny in its profitable coffers. 
Virtually every” continental country enjoys 
this type of rallying ; it could accommodate 
all our needs and provide the basts for rally- 
ing to emerge as the responsible and 
Substantial sport that It Is striving to be. 


1 bebieve the fault ties in an tnherent 
weakness within the RAC to set out forward 
policies which are designed to promote the 
Sport. When any government fails in terms 
of producing suitable long-term policies then 
automatically it has to control by short-term 
legislation. As an illustration, if the RAC had 
successfully followed a policy of closed road 
rallying five years ago, then there would be 
fewer problems with conventional road 


rallying today. This would mean that legisla- 
tion of today's order would be unnecessary. 
Or ‘if the RAC had followed a policy of 
promoting bigger and better clubs (as on the 
Continent) with associated Mcensing and 
grading of organisers, then we would not 
have the situation where thousands of small 
clubs organise mediocre and conflicting 
events necessitating the unwieldy system of 
event authorisation which the RAC operate 
today. The fact that we have far too many 
small clubs Is one of the keys to the present 
situation. Most rally clubs are very weak in 
organisation, inability to press their needs 
‘on local authorities and in money to organis 
PR campaigns. Better organised and. fewer 
clubs could provide the answer ‘with res- 
ponsible and ‘competent organisation, power 
to talk authoritatively to the police and local 


bodies, ability to meet the needs of all the 
sport 


local motor enthusiasts, respect and 
comprehension when dealing with spona 
and industry, etc. In this situation far I 
legislation would be necessary. 


Because the RAC have failed to produce 
sensible long-term policies, they have been 
forced to adopt incre 

method of control 

of control rhrough 1 |. the RAG has 
failed the sport. It has become. the Mary 
Whitehouse of the motoring world, serving. 
to curtail and cut not to promote and 
protect. How can they be truly objective 
though, in their present situation, working. 
under a commercial organisation. How many 
High Court judges are paid employees of 
the Solicitors Law Stationery Society? Surely 
the Medical Society is not a subsidiary of 
Boots the Chemist? It is unbelievable that 
4 supposedly independent body should be 
controlied by a commercial organisation, yet 
the RAC Motor Sport Division operates and 
makes annual profits as a subsidiary of the 
RAC. This preposterous situation alone though 
cannot explain all the inadequacies of our 
governing body. The tack of forward policy 
with regard to rallying must represent a 
failure of Belgrave Square to appreciate and 
understand the situation, 


From even my limited knowledge of thi 
forms of motor sport there are glaring 
examples of failure. The decline of autocross 
Into mediocrity from success in five years 
is in no little way due to the lack of con- 
trol over the number of events, resulting in 
saturation and subsequent overkill situa 
tion. Rallycross will be the next victim 
unless the RAC guides the sport forward 
with” licensed 14 controlled 
development In racing the RA‘ 
indecision on Group 1 indicates yet another 
area where policy comes weak and late, 


My objective in airing these views and 
criticisms is not to destroy but to appeal 
to the RAC to take action now to put thelr 
house in order. This period of inactivity dur- 
ing the fuel orisis gives the RAC a rare 
‘opportunity to take time out to evaluate 
ts performance as the governing body of 
motor sport. I am certain that a new approach 
is necessary for the continuing growth and 
health of both a sport and an industry. I 
feel that @s a oinimum the RAC Motor 
Sport Division ought to produce over the 
next three months the following. First a 
Green Paper on their plans to produce by 
the end of 1975 a completely independent 
governing body. This paper to be the basis 
for discussion on this objective with the 
FIA, RAC, DoE and the various associations 
of motor ‘clubs. This to include details of 
costs funding and objectives for the three 
areas of forward policy, administration and 
jurisdiction. Secondly, to produce for each 
major area of motor sport, outline policies 
for the development of thai sector over the 
next five years. In areas of current conflict 
such as rallying, these plans to be to & 
detailed level 


AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 13, 1973 


Announcing the 


Cageae®)* MAGNIFICENT 10’ COMPETITION 
= canes > P suelo a Se 


YOUR CHANCE TO WIN ONE OF THESE IO NEW cars AND 
TRY OUT ST4-POWER-THE REVOLUTIONARY NEW FUEL 


CAlso 500 service vouchers 
each worth £5 to be won!). 


sk you to examine 
strated on the competition form below. 
nt up the number of 


loss of performance 
sure the deposits never form 


'p 
ER for advertising 
e enclosed Entry Form. 


‘J THIS IS YOUR STA-POWER MAGNIFICENT 10° 
COMPETITION ENTRY FORM 


6. Proof of postin 
accepted for los: 
be disqualified. Only 
1.Pi 


zes will be awar 


Moneyrow Green, Holyp 


ation in the co 
regulations. 


‘ion is automat 


rules and os of Can] and Can 2 very carefully and 


differences between the two cans, 


alternative name, for advertising 
ould be 


Protect your engine for 95p. 


Enclose 95p and we'll send you a special STA-POWER 


voucher which you exchange at your nearest stockist 
for a can of revolutionary new STA-POWER fuel or oil 
conditioner. 


Send this Entry Form plus 95p to:- 
Magnificent 10 Competition, Sta-Power (U.K.) Ltd. 
Moneyrow Green, Holyport, Maidenhead, Berkshire 


\ght Slot January 1974 
pT FORGET THE 95p.) 
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Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


‘SUOMI FINLAND 1974 


ci 
Marlboro Aretic Rally 


‘One rally that is definitely “on” 
—and is going to be the most 
popular rally of the early part of 
the year (if not the only rally) 
is the Marlboro Arctic Rally, or 
Tunturiralli it is better 
known. This event, generously 
sponsored by Marlboro for the 
first time has already attracted 
big Interest in this country—so 
much, in fact, that special trips 
will be laid on for spectators as 
well as a subsidised passage for 
ny Britis Ample 
accommodation has already been 
reserved in Rovaniemi, Finland's 
northernmost city and inter~ 
national centre, just 8km below 
the Arctic Circie, 

‘Many British drivers are nego- 
tinting entries and the Arctic 
Rally may even see the debut of 


Stage finish — Finnish-style. An Opel Kadett completes SS3 on last year's Arctic Rally 


~ 


Big British entry expected for Arctic Rally 


the new Kleber Wheelbase win- 
ner, Jimmy Rae, with the ex. 
Mikkola scholarship car. Man to 
contact is: Mike Broad, 125 
Halesowen Road, Cradiey Heath, 
Worcestershire. Telephone 0384 


Scott Harvey and Wayne Zitkus 
are SCCA Pro-Series champions 


Scott Harvey and Wayne Zitkus 
have won the Sports Car Club of 
America’s 1973 Pro Rally Series 
r winning the Rallye du Nolr. 
riving a Dodge (Mitsubishi) 
Colt, Harvey and Zitkus, from 
Rochester, Michigan, and Toledo, 
Ohio, respectively, ‘won by 84 
points on the Rallye du Noir 
from Bob Hourihan and Doug 
Shepard driving a Datsun 510. 
On this final event of the "73 
ies, Gene Henderson and Ken 
rogue (Jeep Wagoneer) held a 
five point lead in the series and 
challenged for the lead with the 
Colt crew until the Jeep's sus- 
pension failed with only one 
third of the rally to complete. 


The Rallye du Noir began in 
Huntsville with three 100 mile 
segments 


Forest in northwest Alabama 
the Wheeler Wildlife Manage- 
ment Area west of Huntsville. 
Eighteen of the nineteen special 
stages were run in the forests. 
‘The route was smoother than for 
the previous six pro series 
rounds and only five cars failed 
to make the finish. 


No rallies 
ban for 
N. Ireland 


At a specially convened meeting 
of the Association of Northern 
Ireland Car Clubs a voluntary 
ban was placed on all motor 
sport until the situation is re- 
assessed at a meeting planned for 
January 7. Other countries to 
have imposed a total ban on 
motor sport, as of December 
10, are Belgium, France, Ger- 
many, Holland, Sweden, Norway, 
Portugal, and South Africa. Bai 
fare very likely to operate soon 
in Denmark and Italy. 
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Changed plans 
for 1000 Lakes 


News of the Rally of the 1000 
Lakes looks good. Executive 
Manager, Mauri Lindell is pro- 
posing to limit the entry to 60 
or 80 cars instead of having the 
route shortened in any way. It 
is planned that only the top Fin- 
nish drivers will be allowed to 
enter, so as a large number of 
places are open to rally-starved 
British and overseas competitors. 
With Finland's supply of petrol 
mainly coming from the Soviet 
Union motor sport there is un- 
likely to be greatly affected and 
Finnish drivers will have their 
lusual selection of championship 
rallies to drive. 


68904 
Last year’s Tunturiralli was 
won by Timo Makinen who, 


Straight from Monte Carlo with 
the British Ford he used there, 
led from’ the start to beat 


‘A paradise on studs — driver 


view, cont 


Markku Alen (Volvo 142) by six 
minutes. This year Ford are 
sending two cars. for Timo 
Makinen and Hannu Mikkola— 
Mikkola to be co-driven by John 
Davenport, 


fent surface and soft banks. 


Scottish gets go-ahead despite crisis 


The Royal Scottish Automobile 
Club has announced that plans 
for the 1974 International Scot 
Ush Rally, Scotland's" biggest 
motor sporting event, are still 
being made though the regula- 
tions, normally available in Janu- 
ary, will be delayed until definite 
indications of future fuel sup- 
plies have been given by the 
Government. These moves do 
not involve unnecessary use of 
petrol as the entire route for the 
event, which is due to take place 
in June next year, was planned 


and reconnoltred before the 
Current crisis took place. 

The Competitions Committee 
of the RSAC Is continuing to 
make detailed plans for. the 
Rally in the event of an easing 
of the situation and a resumption 
of rallying. Any decision to 
postpone or abandon the 1974 
event will not be taken until a 
later date when the petrol situi 
tion has stabilised. During the 
Suez crisis in 1957, when petrol 
was rationed, the | International 
Scottish Rally was cancelled. 


© Bill Parkinson, known to many 
for his expert piloting of Ford 
Personnel on the East African 
Safari Rally, has won the East 
African Track and Touring Cai 
Championship. ‘Parkinson, - driv- 
ing a Ford Capri RS, clinched 
the title last weekend at a race 
meeting held in Nakuru. 


© As from January Ist there will 
be strict petrol rationing. intro- 
duced in Sweden with a limit of 
80 litres per month for private 


motorists." ‘The Swedish’ Rally 
has now been officially can- 
celled. 


AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 13, 1973 


rf 


aaa) AUTOSPORT 


At a meeting convened by 
trol in the De Montfort Hotel in 
Kenilworth on Friday night, the 
organisers. of all the various 
rounds of the Castrol Special 
Stage Rally Championship 1974 
hada chance to meet one an- 
other and find out what the 

ies was all about. Despite 
rather bleak outlook for British 
rallying in the immediate future, 
It was felt necessary to hold this 
meeting so that ideas could be 
exchanged and the viewpoints of 
the major sponsors. propounded 
so that there should be no possi- 
bility of misunderstandings later 
in the year. One big problem 
with a championship of this type 

that the individual stage 
events have thelr own sponsors 
and thus the publicity has to be 
co-ordinated. 

‘To explain what Castrol were 
doing, the green and red_ men 
Were out in force with Roger 
Willis, John Atkins and Eric Sil 
berman on hand to answer ques- 
tions, ‘The master of ceremonies 
was John Foden who pains: 
takingly went through the regu: 
lations for the championship and 
explored those areas where 
there might be difficulty in inte 
grating them with the present 
regulations of the separat 
events. The point which caused 


Special stage 


Castrol, Autosport and motor clubs 
meet to discuss rally championship 


most discussion was the Group 
1 category and the scrutineering 


for it. There are few restricted 
events—or indeed national 
ones—that maintain a parc 
fermé at the finsh and in the 


ase of the Tour of Eppynt, such 
a thing Is really impossible. How: 
ever, it was made clear by 
Castrol that independent Group 
1 'serutineers were being made 
available and that immediately 
the series started, they would 
start to strip and examine win. 
ning cars after the finish, sealing 
engines, gearboxes and axles if 
need be, and giving all the 
Group 1 runners & close scrutin: 
even before the event got under 
way. 

‘The turn-out for the meeting 
was very good with eight of the 
12 clubs being represented. 
‘These were: the Lincolnshire AC 
and Louth MC, the Cheltenham 
MC, Welsh Border Car Club, 
Manx Auto Sport, York Motor 
Club, Tavern Motor Club, Wol- 
verhampton and South" Staffs 
CC, and the Port Talbot Motor 
Club. ‘Those not present owing 
to various problems such as 
broken halfshafts,  snow-drifted 
roads and infrequent aeroplanes, 
were the De Lacey MC of Pon: 
tefract, South Wales AC, Donegal 
MC and the Lanarkshire Motor 
Club. In addition to the gentle- 
men from Castrol, Joha Daven. 
port was on hand representing 
Avrosrort and telling the clubs 
what the magazine was going to 
do for them in the way of pre. 
Publicity and such things as 
Printing control boards, etc. 

The meeting finished quite late 
with a fervent hope from all 
Present that the championship 
Would not be too late getting 
started thanks to the energy 
crisis 


World Championship points table 


Swedish 


Renault Alpine 


na Acropolis 
181 


3 
7 
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2 
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Polski Fiat 
Wartburg 


TUTTE L [aot 188 Moroccan 
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Press On Regardless 
BEST EIGHT RESULTS 
CHAMPIONSHIP TOTALS 


TOTAL 


1 
RRBRESALBe 


le 
Haat lt 131 Bed rac 
1g Tour de Cone 


13m Sen Remo 
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Tarmac special stages as well as forest—will feature in the series. 


Aberdeen and DMC 1000 Puddles Rally 


Clerk of the course 
petitors. 
fuelled-off. The rally 


miles away—rige are drilling furiously for oil. 


Ken McEwen, flags off the first batch of com- 
The 1000 Puddies replaced the Williamson Rally which was 
started from Aberdeen Beach 


where — just 50 
The 1.5-mile event, with 


11 controls, was won by Alan Rae driving a mini-tricyele. 


Commonwealth Shell Rally off 


Following the announcements in 
the Norwegian and Swedish press 
that those countries would be 
having petrol rationing in the 
New Year, it looks as if the 
future is dark indeed for the 
first round of the 1974 World 
Rally Championship for Makes, 
the “Swedish Rally. Due to be 
held on February 14/16, this 
classic winter event is almost 
certain to be cancelled unless 
there is a very drastic change 
in the oil supply situation 

‘The news from Down-Under 
is no Jess cheering as the Shell 
Rally, due to be held in con- 
junction with the Commonwealth 
Games has had to be cancelled. 
‘This was due to run over both 


of New Zealand's islands and 
provide a motoring opener for 
the Games. themselves. Amongst 
those scheduled to go down from 
Europe and compete were Roger 


Clark and “Adrian Boyd who 
were going to drive Ford 
Escorts. 


Prospects closer to home are a 
little brighter with the STP Cir- 
cuit of Galway saying that they 
have every reason to believe that 
their event will be held on Feb- 
ruary 8/10, At the same. tim 
there looks like no stopping for 
the Arctic Rally due to be held 
in northern Finland the previous 
weekend and already’ many 
British drivers are trying to find 
ways of going to drive in It 
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Chris Sclater and Jimmy 
Rae— The chosen ones 


The first two Kleber/Wheelbase Rally 
Scholarship winners interviewed by lan Sadler 


You won the first Kleber/Wheelbase award 
What help was it to your career? 
Important thing 


drive with Clarke and Simpson. I was trying 
to get a big sponsor but I didn’t see much 
hope of progressing along the lines I wanted— 
which was in a big way. Without the Kleber 
Wheelbase Scholarship I would probably have 
had to stop for a bit to find quite a lot of 
money. It meant that I could carry on rallying 
straight away and in the events I wanted to 
do, the major internationals. 
Did you choose the rallies you wanted to do? 
No, they wanted the Monte and the RAC, and 
the other two were my choice really. Henry 
Liddon wanted me to do the Sherry because 
he was involved with it and he thought it a 
worthwhile event for a British driver to go 
and do. He proved to be right for I earned 
quite a lot of money out of it. Although the 
Monte worked out very well it could have 
been a disaster because, as you realise, the 
crucial thing. Kleber 
ttle too shore notice to get the 
whole situation worked out. We were working 
with different nationalities of tyre crews and 
T think that without John Davenport's experi 
ence it would have been less successful. A lot 
of people helped on that rally and it worked 
out! as probably one of my most satisfying 
What other rallies did you enjoy this ye: 
after the Monte 
The one that immediately comes to mind is 
the Acropolis which is an incredible event 


It’s tougher than the Monte, It is very, very 
hot—driving in temperatures of 90 to 100 
degrees and it is as long as the Monte (the 


‘competitive part that is). The roads are rough: 
the pressure Is always on. There are a lot of 


Seventh winning after a lot of 
trouble, which included losing a. wheel. Al- 
though’ I have finished higher this year, con- 
Sidering the opposition and the conditions I 
think that it was my best result 

Did you manage to do very much receeing ? 
We only did about six days. Recceing isa 
very expensive part of rallying and on a fairly 
limited budget it would have been too expen- 
sive for me to have spent any longer down 
there. I had to get the car and a mechanic 
down to Greece. Fords were good enough to 
service. I supplied a mechanic and they put 
him in a service car with one of theirs and we 
shared the service with Will Sparrow. To get 
fone mechanic and a car from London down to 
Athens was a surprisingly expensive operation. 


If you start to think what happens Hf the car 
breaks down or is damaged and you have to 
get it back on a trailer and s0 on, then it is 
horrifying. Luckily we didn’t have that 
problem but even 0 the Acropolis cost me, 


with 


I the help, £1,000 plus 
and & lot of risk? 

Yes, ‘all for £200 and a gold medal. 1 think 
one of the faults of other British drivers, not 
all of them of course, Is that they are not 
Prepared to risk some of their own money on 
Fallles abroad. I've been lucky this year but 
T have in previous years lost my own money. 
I'm sure that you have to gamble a bit to get 
the results that will then get you further on. 
In retrospect, to what would you principally 
attribute your rapid rise as a name in rallying? 
Has it been rapid? 1 think I've been the up- 
and-coming “lad” of rallying since 1968, 
when I did my first international ! 

‘That was the Gulf London ? 

Yes, I'was ninth and first British private driver 
in a virtually standard Lotus Cortina, 1 think 
probably the following year or eighteen 


Chris Sclater with Martin Holmes on this year’s RAC Rally with the works Datsun 240Z. Brake troubles caused them to retire. 


‘ 
~~ 
1972 Kleber winner: Chris Sclater 


months was ‘really the quickest part of the 
rise to my present position. The past two or 
three years have been very difficult. It has 
gone very slowly uphill, probably because to 
do what 1 want to do I have needed a lot 
fof money. If you think of a works Escort and 
all the backing behind it—it must cost a 
tremendous amount of money, and you just 
can't compete against that as a private driver 
unless you have good luck and the money 
to go with it, I think this is the reason why 
it has gone slowly. The more events you do 
the quicker you get places—Roger Clark has 
shown that over the past three years, but if 
you can't afford to do more events it is a bit 
more difficult. 

‘That almost tles-in with another question—1 
wanted to ask you how you started off and 
what you think now of your first events ? 

My first rally was in October 1966 and it was 
a night navigation event in Sussex—t think 
T finished 24th. It was tremendous fun in those 
days, much more fun than it is now. It is 
all rather commercial and important now with 
f& great deal at stake, I don’t really remember 
the transition to stage rallying though I do 
remember, when 1 did my first stage event, 
thinking It was incredible. That was it for me 
and there was definitely no turning back. It 


AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 113, 1973 


was one of the most exciting things 1 had 
ever done and when I found 1 was actually 
good at it—it was even better. I was lucky to 
be in the right place at the right time for a 
car for the Gulf. A friend couldn't take up his 
entry because of exams and he said 1 might 
fas well use his car and if it was all right, buy 
it afterwards! That was an incredible bit of 
luck and we had a very lucky event. From vir- 
tually not considering myself as having a 
future in the sport, suddenly I realised that 1 
could perhaps make something out of it. I 
didn’t for one moment think that T would get 
as far as have now but during the following 
Year I realised that it was possible. I did all 
the silly things like ‘phoning Stuart Turner for 
fan interview——which paid off, as it happens 
because he helped me a lot. 

‘You were never known as a road driver, has 
there been any reason for that ? 

No, I have never done any road rallies seri 
ously. I think the Gulf was my fourteenth 
rally and half of the previous rallies were 
‘stage events. I did the Express and Star twice 
and the Seven Dales which was half and half, 


“ I've either got to go forward fairly 
rapidly or | will have to stop rally- 
ing because | have committed my: 
self to a career in motoring and 

1! don’t eam money from it, it then 
becomes an expensive hobby. 


Talking about the Gulf earlier—which was a 
very long rally by British standards—do you 
feel that endurance is an essential part of 
rallying, or do you prefer overnight halts? 

Well, I don’t mind actually. As a semi 
professional driver I treat each event sepa- 
fately and I think that’s the only way. I enjoy 
events which are not tiring because obviously 
you are driving better and you are probably 
faster as well. On the other hand that long 
distance rally is the event where you should 
have advantage over other people if you have 
a good car and you are capable of pacing 


yourself; getting the co-driver to drive as 
Tt was tremendous fun but to me there was Youn; Sete ae cee 1 dont have 
nothing better than driving on @ closed road; ny particular preference. The Safari is an 
T'feel there Is auch more driving skill required SY. Perticulat, preference, Tee Satori would 
for stage driving quite Honestly. 1 admire the vent | would le to So. ft dont alone as 8 
blokes who drive quickly In the lanes and I ond Championship event, but on the other 
think T would find it difficult to go back and” rors’ championship Sven ti tour or five 
be as competitive. 1 don't like the idee of - Sand) © Marathon event wales ie Challenge 
driving very fast on the open road for a start mye, fs lone, Pore 

sooner or later there is going to be a 

problem and I'd rather not be involved in it, Do you feel you justified your Kleber/Wheel 
Last year's winner Chris Selater with Jimmy Rae at the Kleber/Wheelbase presentation, 


AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 13, 1973, 


base award and do you think there are any 
ways in which the prize could be improved ? 
Well I hope I have justified it, I think it Is 
probably up to Kleber—whether they think 
T have justified it. I have had a lucky year 
mechanically. The events that I tackled with 
the Kleber car 1 finished and without 
too many problems. Probably one of the next 
winners will have better results, I hope 50. 
Personally I feel very, very satisfied with my 
whole year. I think it'Is undoubtedly the best 
T have ever had. I've driven more makes. of 
car and I have probably earned more money 
this year as well, than ever before. Winning 
an International abroad is quite a landmark 


I think the scholarship could be improved, 
Kleber sought my advice during the year on 
how it could be altered for next year. They 
have doubled the grant in cash and they have 
put the car on loan which could work out 
Better, or worse; it depends on what. sort 
of condition the car is in at the end of the 
year. I think Ford have been quite generous 
to actually loan a car. It will be going through 
a whole season of railying. 1 think thelr part 
has been very important in the scholarship. 
Kleber perhaps could help a bit’ more, and 
maybe they will anyway, in allowing ‘other 
Sponsorship on the car.” A newspaper, for 
instance, would not conflict with thelr 
interests, in fact it would probably help. 
Even £4,000 for a year of international rally~ 
ing is not really enough. The winner has 
got to earn himself the money to pay the 
Fent and live with, outside that £4,000. If he 
is away for half the year doing rallies then 
obviously he is not abie to earn in the normal 
way. This Is the sort of problem that faces 
the winner, He can't look after the car 
without help. He will have to employ a 
mechanic. I managed to afford it earlier on 


weren't prepari 
paid the rent and mechanics wages. 


Can you say anything “about your next 
year’s plans —what you would like to do and 
What you think you will be able to do? 


1 would like to do the world championship 
because I think I'm at the stage now where 
T've either got to go forward fairly rapidly or 
I will have to stop rallying because T have 
committed myself to a career in motoring and 
if T don't earn money from it, it then becomes 
an expensive hobby. The only way to go for- 
ward would be to drive other people's cars 
with a view to being paid as well. Works 
drives are obviously difficult to get but there 
is starting money and there is sponsorship. 
T think it is always best to try and find 
complete championship to alm for rather than 
do scattered events. Of course the situation is 
very gloomy at the moment with various 
Countries stopping rallies because of the 
petrol situation. The problems of breaking into 
that class of rallying professionally are very 
big because there is almost a closed shop with 
drivers flying from one team to another and 
not signing @ contract for a year. It means 
that one driver may be driving three different 
makes and rather cutting out newcomers who 
fare trying to break into the fully professional 
Side of the business. If, for instance, Ford 
could sign Timo Makinen exclusively’ for a 
Year then it would leave a Peugeot drive free 
n, say, the Moroccan Rally 


Everybody needs help, I look to people 
like ‘Tony Fall and Brian Culcheth to help 
because they are the ones who can make the 
introductions to the team managers—to the 
ht people. I don't see that we are going 
to be taking their bread and butter away so 
they should not be reluctant to introduce us. 
They should be rather happy to do it because 
they are not going to go on for ever and they 
must encourage other British drivers to take 
their places when they decide to call It a day. 
[feel there are a lot of good drivers who need 
just a little bit of help to break through and 
it seems a pity that other drivers are so 
reluctant to help them. As for next year, 1 
have not in fact got anything fixed—t'm try- 
ing hard to find the right drives, but because 
of my decision to go forward and not back- 
wards—I'm not prepared to run my own car 
‘again unless it is with a very big sponsor. 


a 


Finally, how do you see the future of motor 
sport in this country ? 
think’ the future could be brighter than it is 
ink one of the basic problems is our 
Pereeian boar Mar wear daveaicee a 
the different branches is getting ‘so. com- 
mercial; it is so professional, I feel that we 
should ‘be looked after by’ a professional 
body and 1 don’t feel that the RAC com- 
petitions department is quite set-up to do the 
Job that we now need it to do. 

‘On the other hand it Is very encouraging 
that people like ‘Kleber are helping British 
drivers to succeed, and Ford are providing 
more opportunities for talented drivers to 
emerge Britain can produce the best drivers 
and the best events and surely with the right 
guidance from inside and outside the sport the 
future could be very bright 


New Kleber winner: Jimmy Rae. 


Chris Selater charges the Scholarship RS1600 over a stage of the Acropolis 


Do you think the £4,000 grant will be enough 
for the year? 

It Is difficult to say. One of the biggest prob- 
lems cbviously is cost in any rally set-up. I'm 
lucky with Prews of Perth, I have my own 
mechanics who, if there is no money to pay 
them, will work volunteer labour. Again, 1 
don't know the extent of Boreham’s interest 
in the car—just how much rebuilding they 
will do labour-wise, whether that will be 
Charged 10 me or not. It also depends on how 
many events I'll be doing. An RAC cham- 
picnship of events could easily take up the 
‘entire €4,000 but I will be looking for sup- 
port from outside sources, obviously only If 
they meet with Kleber approval 

‘Will you be trying to tle-up sponsorship for 
individual events, yourself as a driver, or the 
whole season 

T think T like the idea of @ whole season tle. 


Jimmy Rae the new 


Scholarship 


You have just won the Kleber/Wheelbase 
Rally Scholarship of 1973. Before the 

what chance did you think you had of com- 
Ing first ? 

Absolutely none, I didn't think I'd even be 
in the award scheme, When we got the invita 
tions T thought it was the usual line to rent.a- 
crowd, Perth, to make up numbers. No, 
honestly 1 had no idea at all, Kleber said, in 
fact, about a month before the event that T 
was’ one of the final four people and I would 
definitely have to be present. Well, I thought 
there are three awards and four people—I 
must be the one out. 

Next year you will have one of the most com- 
petitive Escorts in the country—have you or 
the panel decided on events ? 

No, not yet. The panel apparently sit dur- 
Ing the first week in January to decide and 
neither I nor Kleber know what events they 
envisage trying to enter. I put down on paper 
at Kleber recently a list of events I would like 
to do to see if it coincides in any way with 
what the panel decides. Basically what I said 
fs if rallying returns to the fore, 1 would 
like to tackle the RAC championship in this 
country, if Kleber are interested in doing 
events here as well as rallies abroad. I'd also 
like to do the TAP and perhaps the 1000 Lakes 
and anything else abroad thar they suggest. I 
think they mentioned trying to get a car for 
the Avon Tour of Britain, which T would 
really like to do. I didn’t think much of it 
last year before the event but after seeing 
the Tour film I think it could probably be 
really enjoyable 
You have been awarded twice as much money 
as the first Kleber/Wheelbase winner received. 
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winner 


up obviously. It might not work that way. 
Twill just have to wait and see how it goes. 
I think my job next year will be to give 
Kleber/Wheelbase a good return for their 
money instead of going around trying to rake. 
up every last bit of sponsorship, I think if 
scmebody came up to me and suggested, say, 
that on the Scottish they would like to put 
their name on the side of the car and Kleber 
‘agreed then it would be done, I don't think 
[will go chasing after money. 

What was the state of affairs when Frews 
sold.off the car after the last Scottish ? 

In fact, 1 sold the car—not Frews, They left 
the entire business to me. After a roll on the 
Granite City, a very quick rebuild and a new 
shell for the Scottish plus a rebuild and a 
new shell before selling the car—it all hap- 
pened too quickly — too much together at one 
time. I knew that if we continued rallying to 
the end of the season we would face a balance 
in the red. The Jast thing I wanted was to 
finish the year spending a thousand more than 
the budget, which would probably have meant 
I would never have received another cent 
from Frews. I decided the best thing would 
be to sell off the rally car, clear off the 
account and sit back for six months to take 
a breather to reassess what I should be doing 
in rallying. I stayed away from rallying from 
the Hackle ro the RAC. I played golf, relaxed 
and felt better for it. Now I'm longing to get 
back behind the wheel of a car on a special 
stage 

What would your plans have been If you 
hadn't won the award? 

Well, Frews agreed that they wanted me 
to rally but the costs were so high—too high 


| think my job next year will be 
to give Kleber/Wheelbase a good 
return for their money instead of 
going around trying to rake-up 
every last bit of sponsorship.” 


for Frew and Company as a dealership to 
stand on their own, They agreed virtually to 
Put up, very generously I thought, fifty per 
cent of the money required providing I could 
find either the money to buy the car or to run 
lt—it works out about the same; #0 they 
would buy the car and leave me to get the 
other half—that is, I think, probably whi 

would have happened. They’ have agreed to 
give me a new Granada estate car to use a1 
my perscnal car and as a service car—a 
company publicity vehicle which is £2,400 
worth of car, which when you think about It 
fs another generous offer, 


If rationing comes in and it lasts for any 
length of time, it would obviously affect your 
events. Would you look to do events farther 
away just to keep going ? 

‘Oh yes, that must be the idea of the panel, 
T'm sure that they will want me to do an 
event as soon as possible with the car, where 
ever it might be. If there is, say, 

event to do for the year then w 
fone and spend. all the money in one go I 
should think. There will definitely be some- 
thing. soon, within the next three months, 
wherever it might be. Obviously the farther 
field the more expensive it would be and the 
less events we can do for the same amount of 
money, In that case we have got to find 
enough sponsorship from outside to cover, 
say, if we go to Hong Kong. We must find a 
way of covering that so if rallying does re 
assert itself in Britain we can still go rallying, 
here without having spent all the money. 
Next year's tactics—are you going to cover 
events to finish and have the car seen every: 
where, or are you deliberately going to choose 
events to win? 

No, I think this coming year 1 am getting 
a chance to do rallies which I might other- 
wise not have done. For instance 1 wouldn't 
go to the TAP with the idea that I could 
win it, but that T could do well with a com- 
petitive car and good back-up. 1 wouldn't 
pick events primarily to win but make no 
mistake about it T'm not going out just to 
finish a rally. With that car I'll be going out 
to do as well as possible. Under the circum- 
stances I'm very conscious of the two shunts 
Tve had and I migh: have to change my 
driving technique—in fact 1 will definitely have 
to change it in so much as I'll have to be 
bit neaer and more precise; but there is no. 
point in having a car like that and not poing 
as quickly as you can 
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t) and Josh Sadler pose with one of th 


Autofarm aims at 
improving your Porsche 


The idea of calling your favourite German 
sports car a “rotbox™ is pretty abhorrent 
to anyone, but while reeling from the thought, 
take Comfort in the fact that the people who 
jeseribe them in such defamatory terms are 
the first who can do something about the 
fotting nature of Porsches. Autofarm are 
actually dedicated to the cause of improving 
Porsches, whether in the bodywork depart 
ment, appearance or performance. Not only 
can they spruce up a car, but they can also 
modernise it. by adding some of thelr own 
fibreglass body parts or changing the pre-1969 
non-quartz halogen headlight set up, thus 
Changing # tame 912 into a tame Carrera 
perhaps, 

As with so many businesses of this nature, 
Autofarm was stumbled upon by accident 


Josh Sadler and Steve Carr worked together 
at Hepolite Glacier in different departments, 
both retaining an interest for things sporting. 
Josh had built and raced a pair of U2 Mk 118s 


(ihe first two) for himself and Hesketh 
designer, Harvey Postlethwaite, and Steve 
had done a certain amount of local rallying 
in. an Imp. The Porsche side of things 


developed when Steve bought a written off 
911 and couldn't get any parts to rebuild it 
The only solution was to go over to Germany 
and pick up the bits there, either new or 
secondhand, and it was on this preliminary 
trip that it was discovered that there were 


Quite a few deslers in secondhand Porsche 
parts, especially ag the new price was so 
expensive. What with not being able to get 


certain parts from the concessionaires here 
in Great Britain, and being able to get quite 
a healthy supply of secondhand and some 
few parts in Germany, it seemed a good 
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ing from 
etting 


busine 
them 


a farm, henc 
fend they ha 


ettle for workshops behind 
garage in Iver, Buckinghamshire, 
Tinguishable by’ the 


a disused 
easily dis- 
large number of Porsches 
standing outside, Here Autofarm have settled 
and are currently getting themselves organised 
to process the 3,000 Porsches in this country. 
sh reveals that 911s are surprisingly prone 
to rust, and as some of their drivers are prone 

having large accidents, the rebuild business 
is fairly active, There's almost nothing that 
Autofarm won't d ugh with a staff 
consisting. of Josh, ‘Steve, and Steve's wife 
Pauline, they don't do everything themselves. 
They do all the assembling, and general 
mechanical work, but bodywork Is done by 


Smother concern with whom they share the 
workshop, and the engine building is done 
by a mystericus gentleman who really does 
live in a. farm, but has done the most 


nomenal amount of development on the 


Porsche engine, and has been rumoured to 
have squeezed over 300 bhp from the Carrera 
engine. However, he has enough work of 


1 doesn't like publicity, so all 
is work comes through word of mouth or 
Autofarm di 

x weeks 0 collect bodywork parts 


4 run to Germany about once 


Secondhand. from various agents and 
breakers there, Sometimes parts are for cars 
hat Autofarm are currently working on, oF 

be held. in stock, although even some 
Porsche agents are interested in taking body- 
work parts from them when they can't get 


what they want through thelr normal channels 


ss ee ee 


idea of what thie entails, a 
‘911 would normally cost £76 
che in Great Britain, If you 
ndhand wing from Autofarm, 

iu approximately half that 
farm don’t stop at Porsche body: 


23 


Tune in 


work in their spare parts business, one can 
buy sets of wheels (they sell around 20 
individual wheels a month), change a 2litre 
engine for a 2.2 or sell you = pair of good 
Recaro seats instead of the current ones, 

‘Autofarm also do their own bodywork. 
The idea really came from the new spoilers 
‘on front and rear of the Carreras, this helping 
the straight line stability and the updating 
of that idea offered by the firm. Originally 
they procured some German fibregiass models, 
but they found that the quality was so poor, 
and that fitting was so difficult, thac it was 
better to make their own, Now they sell 
some to Germany. The front spoilers come 
ready bracketed by Mrs Carr for £45 to fit 
either the 911s or 912 models, and the rear 
‘ones too come bracketed. They've sold around 
50 front spoilers, and reckon that their own 
model could do well on ‘74 Porsches. 

The aerodynamic side of spoilers is really 
very interesting, and Josh told me that only 
the top 3 inches or so of the Carrera spoiler 
does any good at all, hence the long tailed 
Carreras. However, Josh intends to do his 
‘own development ‘on a racing Porsche in 
which he hopes to do the occasional modsport 
race, the car coming from Germany in a 
fairly tatty state and hopefully being tidied 
over the winter. Josh has kept in touch with 
Harvey Postlethwaite and they hope to do 
some wind tunnel work together in the winter 
months, either for use on road cars or the 

‘When all the various bits are put together, 
they can transform a car from the rotbox 
‘already mentioned into a. viable proposition 
either for use by oneself or to sell. A fairly 
early 911 In this country can cost around 
£1,000; then Autofarm could Carrera-ise It 
with spollers and the right lights and a new 
paint scheme which would put an another 
£300 to €500; It may of course need more 
than that, in which case it could take around 
three, weeks to do the rust/renovation work. 
Parts of @ Porsche most prone to rust are 
the sills and rear wings, and as the latter 
re integral, they have to be welded which 
can take some time. Another part that often 
goes is the exhaust/heat exchanger system 
which Autofarm regard as a real problem 
Decause it is so expensive to replace. There 
fare very few secondhand items available, and 


‘Autofarm’s 
do a good trade. 


st some stage they feel that they shall have 
to begin to make up their own systems. 

To give some idea of what Autofarm will 
tackle, perhaps a quick perusal of what was 
going ‘on at the time of my visit would give 
fan interesting insight. As well as the racing 

there were two 911s and @ Targa, all 
in fairly dilapidated state, and one sporting 
different coloured front and rear chassist One 

f the 911s had been in a large accident 
and was to be reshelled, and a customer had 
supplied the Targa to be generally fitted 
out after considerable chassis work. Autofarm 
have considered importing secondhand cars 
from Germany whole, but this Is aot really 
viable as most of the Porsche models pro- 
duced are in right hand drive form, However, 


New rally seat from Cosmic 


‘A new concept in seat design, the Cosmic 
Suparide rally seat is added to Cosmic’s 
Fange of products. The frame és made from 
tubular steel and is specially strengthened at 
‘all stress points for exceptional safety, pact 
cularly for competition use, and has ‘been 
tested to in excess of 1,0001b static load 

‘The seat frame is trimmed with High 
Specification polyetherfoam mouldings which, 
of course, retain their shape and. contour, 
even after prolonged use. Special attention 
hhas been given to providing the lumber sup- 
Port often missing on this type of seat 

The finish cover és in all black expanded 
vinyl, coupled with rib pile brushed oylon 
on the contact areas of ‘seat and back for 
exceptional comfort and hard wearing proper 
Yes, this is further specially treated to make 
the’ fabric stain resistant to keep that "as 
new” look longer, 

‘The backrest is specially reinforced to take 
a "Plug in” type head restrainer which is 
finished in matching brush nylon and expanded 
vinyl. The head restrainer is available as an 
optional extra and is not fitted as standard, 
although it was conceived as a complete unit 
for the design brief 

‘The seat was designed with the current and, 
insofar as is possible, future safety thinking 
in mind and complies with relevant European 
and USA requirements. A Universal subframe 
and fitting kit, complete with seat runners is 
available and fits most popular cars. 
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mic’s Suparide rally seat. 
@Polco Products Ltd have produced an in- 
teresting new catalogue showing all their 
various. products and their mew prices. 
Amongst these are such goodies as car 
directional aids, compasses, lambskin seat 
covers, tow ropes under €2.50, various instra- 
ments, mirrors, etc. Polco are at Brent Works, 
Catherine Wheel Road, Brentford, Middx. 


font and rear spoilers in fibreglass with two secondhand wheels in which they 


Targas and 914s are only in left hand drive 
form, although Crayford recently produced an 
thd. version of the 914 and exhibited It 

To limit oneself to one make, and to 
become as knowledgeable of that one make 
as Josh and Steve naturally makes one have 
tremendous confidence in thelr work of keep- 
ing Porsches on the road. and when they're 
tackling jcbs as thorough as the complete 
rebuilding of a Porsche, that confidence 
Increases considerably, Autofarm say that they 
can do anything on Porsches, providing it 
Is not a 356, They service, replace parts 
exchange engines, set_up the handling, you 
ame it they'll do it. Knock on the door and 
you'll be dealing with the people who'll 
be doing your work! 


Rear screen washer 


kit from Trico 


‘An electric rear-screen washer kit, for estate 
cars and  short-tailed saloons " prone to 
‘obscuring of the rear screen by mud from 
their own back wheels, is announced by 
Trico-Folberth 

‘Two years ago Trico, manufacturer of th 
wiper blades fitted to most of the world’s 
cars and pioneer of windscreen washers, 
introduced the Rear-View wiper—and proved 
that a big market existed for all-round clear 
vision. But mud on the rear screen, sucked 
up by turbulence behind a moving car, may 
set hard without being moistened by further 
spray from the road to help the wiper clear 
it 

Rear-Wash comes as a kit ready for DIY 
or professional installation. An electric pump 
is mounted close to the main windscreen- 
washer reservoir, and suffici 
provided to feed a jet ne 
spindle. A non-return valve is fitted in the 
Hine, to give quick response. 

Suitable for positive or negative earth 
systems, the Rear-Wash kit is designed for 
any car fitted with a rear wiper as original 
or accessory equipment. Recommended retail 
price is £541, plus VAT. 


@ Terry Hunter's seat factory at Mildenhall, 
Suffolk, was bought lock, stock and barrel 
last_ month by Billover Ltd. The range of 
Terry Hunter seats will continue to be made. 
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Roll-over bars for both 
race and rally 


‘A company with the credible name of Safety 
Devices has introduced a range of eight roll- 
over bars for various different machines, and 
one of the most attractive things about the 
‘cages and bars is that should one be damaged 
in accident, you may exchange it free ex- 
works with an Identical bar or credit its 
value against a different type, provided a 
photograph of the damaged car is produced. 
‘Their eight different types of bar are made 
of elther steel or alloy (for lightness), and 
include a basic hoop of steel tube made 
especially for four-door cars so as not to 
‘Obstruct the rear doors. Type two is a hoop 
with two bracing struts to the rear wheel 
arches, but as it Is made of only 38mm seam 
Welded steel tube, it does not comply with 
the FIA Appendix J regulations. There is a 
ion of Type two made of aluminium 
tensile alloy of similar strength to the 
mn, ut lighter for competition use. 
‘Type thre front cage which can be used 
in conjunction with other bars to make a full 
‘thus it runs from the floor by the front 
top of the windscreen where 
‘brace and then back to join 
the rear hoops. It is made of either 38mm 
tubing or high tensile aluminium. 
‘Type four Is an FIA homologated rally bar 
with struts and hoop but no diagonal, and 
complies with Appendix J for use in inter- 


and national rallies run under that 
‘appendix regulation. It is made of 38 mm cold 
drawn seamless higher tensile steel tube and, 
when required, a copy of the RAC homologa- 
tion certificates will be supplied with the 
bar at no extra charge. Type five is an FIA 
homologated racing bar for international and 
national racing made of the same material 
‘type four but with a diagonal. Similarly, 
copy of the RAC homologation certificate will 
be supplied. To be used in conjunction with 
types four and five is a front cage which 
is only mandatory for cars of over 1200 kilos. 
The bar is the same as the other front cage 
except that it is made of the same material 
‘as types four and five. 

‘All’ the bars are argon welded and sup- 
plied with instructions to fit, mounting feet, 
Strengthening plates, nuts and bolts. To fit 
types one, two, four and five it is usually 
necessary to first remove the car's front 
Seats, after which the bar can be intro- 
duced at the correct angle then carefully 
moved Into position for bolting to the body: 
Shell. The only tools required are 9/16 in 
AF spanners and a jin drill. The company 
have made special efforts to make their bars 
fit cars close enough not to obstruct vision 
nor the driver and the various fitments in 
his car, All steel bars are finished in matt 
black epoxy, and alloy ones may also be 
Bnished in the same colour. 


‘Texaco Rainmaster blades on trial on a Datsun Super Samuri at Silverstone. 


Texaco market own blades 


Texaco have gone into marketing their own 
brand windscreen wipers under the name of 
Rainmaster, This is the third addition to 
thelr “accessory” side apart from the air 
filter and oil that they also market. The list 
should be lengthened considerably by the 
time Texaco have finished, 

‘Texaco Rainmaster wiper blades have been 
designed to minimise resistance to wind pres- 
sure, improve wiping efficiency and eliminate 
noise. ‘They are supplied by CBS (Automotive 
‘and industrial) Ltd. To improve the resist- 
ance to windlift, the width of the blade has 
been reduced, and greater space has been 
allowed between the bridges and the top of 
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the rubber element, allowing air to flow 
through. 

@ Les Leston Products have recently opened 
their new shop at 141 George Street, London, 
Wi. In common with other motor racing 
shops, the latest shop has a fine range of 
casual jackets for the enthusiast with 
Sleeve length, shoulder length and breast 
Tength flashes’ in varying colours. 

© Swift binoculars produce a model called the 
Tecnar 8 x 40, costing nearly £20 which they 
say is one of the best selling high quality 
general purpose binoculars in Britain. The 
Tmodel has fully-coated lenses and has a field 
of view of 341 ft at 1,000 yds. 


Triplex look 
into windscreens 


‘Triplex have recently been into the wind- 
screen business in a big way on the research 
Side for they were neither satisfied with the 
Protection offered to the occupants of cars 
With toughened glass nor laminated wind- 
Screens. Consequently, whilst acknowledging 
certain properties of both types of screen, 
they have developed a new screen called 
Ten Twenty. 


The object in their developments was to 
cut down lacerations to the face of an 
occupant of a car involved in a crash. Their 
latest screen involves the use of three dif- 
ferent types. of glass, each lending its own 
property to Initially prevent a head penetrat- 
ing the screen; if that doesn’t work, then the 
middle section of the glass cracks in a large 
Crack offering a certain amount of flexibility, 
Meanwhile, the outer layer still retains the 
non-shattering-on-impact-with-a-stone qualities 
of a laminated screen. 

One of the points of the windscreen is 
that It shouldn't allow the face to penetrate 
and subsequently “fall” down the cracked 
Segments to lacerate the face. In substantial 
tests made in the USA, a combination of the 
following was found in Ten Twenty : 50 per 
cent reduction in the average depth of cuts 
in the PVC flesh of a dummy; a similar re- 
duction in the average length’ of the cuts ; 
‘and a 66 per cent reduction in the number of 
cuts. 

Ten Twenty is already in use on a number 
of airliners and is also Incorporated in Trip- 
Tex's registration mark of XXX, although 
originally nothing more than the ‘accounting 
number! 


Steering wheels 


Intertech, the steering wheel people, have 
introduced three new wheels to compliment 
their International range. The Sportsman is 
a band-sitched wheel of 13 in diameter and 
‘sem dished at £6.95 with drilled spokes. The 
Challenger is a polyurethane steering wheel 
featuring detailed leather grain and stitching 
wisich ‘comes complete with integral boss 
system. Available also in 13 in sem dished 
form to suk most popular cars, the Chailen- 
ger costs £6.50 complete. 

‘The Supertech és also of polyurethane con- 
struction, also featuring detailed leather grain 
and stitching which is suitable for all 6-hole 

‘bosses, Recommended retail price for 
the Supertech is €5.50, 


McLaren and soap 


‘An odd couple to be found in chemist shops 
‘at the moment is a model of Formula One 


car and a bar of soap in the same pack- 

‘aging. This is until one realises that the bar 

of soap is made by Yardley and the car is a 

model of a McLaren M19 made by Corgi in 

thelr Whizzwheels range. 

idea of a Christmas gift 
and alongside the 


This is Yardley’ 


milled Black Label soap wi 
fragrance embossed with a racing car motif. 
Price of the combined packet is 99p. 


@ Following the Motor Show, Maranello Con- 
cessionaires Ltd, the sole UK importers of 
Ferraris to this country announced ord 
worth £650,000 resulting solely from the 
Show. The new four-seater Dino at nearly 
£7,700 accounted for nearly half the figure, 
and Maranello hope to sell more than 500 of 
the model in 1974. 
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[n VOLKSWAGEN 
THE POWER BEHIND 


SUPERVEE 


F. VEE RACING, VOLKSWAGEN HOUSE, 
BRIGHTON ROAD, PURLEY, SURREY 
01-668 4100 


LOLA | SUPERNOVA 


FALLEND LTD 
LOLA CARS LTD valimles bane 


GLEBE ROAD DAUX ROAD 
‘ST PETER’S HILL BILLINGSHURST, SUSSEX 
HUNTINGDON Tel: Billingshurst 2767 
‘Tek 61301 1973 British Silver Cup 


‘Champions 


3rd Constructors Championshi 
ipionship_| 1973 USA Gold Cup Champions 


Europe 
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ROYALE —_ 


DESIGN FORMULA 
ROYALE RACING LTD (WROTHAM) LTD 


ROYALE WORKS TOWER GARAGE 
GLEBE ROAD 'WROTHAM HILL 
HUNTINGDON WROTHAM, KENT 

Tol : 5647 Tol: Fairseat 823164 


H&S INTERNATIONAL “GOODYEAR TYRES 


1973 SUPERVEE CHAMPIONS 
SUPER NOVA SALES AND ieecidess shipte 
SERVICE AGENTS RUBBER CO (GB) LTD if 
Contact: JOHN MORRISON, eusiouny 
a Goodwood Motor cut sek tetabietoal 


Chichester, Sussex. 


Tel: Chichester 89560 aE ) | 
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* MINILITE. WHEELS 


TECH-DEL LTD 


lo 9 
HEIDEGGER HEWLAND 
ENGINES GEARBOXES 


HEWLAND ENGINEERING LTD 
32-36 TELFORD WAY 


METSO eehonegeen 
BOYN VALLEY INDUSTRIAL COMPLETE ENGINE LON L ws 
RANSMISSIONS | “Soxtiaeitk’,'Secorine OTANI Pa A 
fees ALANCIN( 
36 MURRAY MEWS Sponsors of the Hewland Sponsors of the Minilite Speediep 
LONDON, NW1 indianapolis Lap Leader Award. ‘award for SuperVee Silver Cup 
‘Tel : 01-267 0779 ‘Championship: 1974, a 
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A 500 cc grid gets away to a ragged start at Aintree in 1955. 


500cc days remembered 


JOHN BOLSTER recalls the formula that inspired the current F1 


An exhibition of 600 ce cars will be held at 
the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, from 
Sunday, December 16 to Sunday, January 2 
During ‘that period, celebrities from the Half 
Litre days will be encouraged to visit the 
show and a luncheon will be given to get 
them all together. 

It’s @ fantastic story, which many of the 
Present generation of racegoers will find of 
Absorbing Interest. It now. seems incredible 
that a Formula, designed to provide cheap 
facing for beginners after the war, became 
the direct inspiration for British supremacy 
in grand prix racing and killed the front 
engined racing car stone dead. Yet, that is 
precisely what happened. 

Probably the beginning of it all came from 
some highly unofficial racing that took. place 
on a very rough circuit near Bristol before 
the war. It was called CAPA racing, though 
nobody ‘can remember what those. initials 
stood for—probably the name of Dick Caesar, 
who designed several of the cars, was in: 
volved. Anyway, several CAPA enthusiasts 
were technicians at Bristol Aircraft and 
though they had a very busy war, they 
occasionally had time to discuss @ poor man’s 
racing Formula for the close of hostilities 

The decided that a 500 cc single-cylinder 
motorcycle engine would give enough power 
for a small light single-seater and as the end 
of the war approached, they published their 
Proposals. Curiously enough, some of the old 
guard of certain clubs took’ up a most snob- 
bish attitude and tried to kill the new rac 
ing before it begun. They poured ridicule on 
the scheme and sniggered behind their hands 

On December 2, 1945, some of these gentry 
were sneering at the proposed 500 ce For- 
‘mula at one of those influential meetings that 
took place at the Rembrandt Hotel. I got up 
and stated that a 500 cc car would theoret 
cally be capable of climbing Shelsiey Walsh 
in 44° seconds—not the modern, smooth 
Shelsley but the rough, narrow hill of those 
days. There were roars of disbelief but on 
September 25, 1948, Stirling Moss drove a 
500 ce Cooper up that hill In 43.84 5. T told 
you so! 

Anyway, I was invited to sit in at the early 


meetings and Sammy Davis took the chair. It 
was our intention to make first-class. single. 
seater racing possible, both on the circuit and 
the hills, in cars costing less than £100 each 
to construct. I was going to build a car my. 
self, but then I was offered a drive in grand 
prix racing and naturally 1 had little time 
thereafter to help my 00 ce friends. However. 
they soon organised a new club for this 
fegory and all rushed off to build cars 

It was curious that most of the original 
300 ce constructors knew a great deal about 
racing cars and practically’ nothing about 
motorcycle engines. Their chassis were excel 
lent, most of them being built on Auto 
Union lines with a tubular frame and central 
engine. However, many of the power units 
chosen were hopelessly out of date, with no 
Spare parts available and often fatigued in 
stressed areas, The secondhand spares were 
just as fatigued as the parts they replaced, 
which is no Way {0 go motor racing. 

There was also a misplaced loyalty to the 
old speedway Douglas engine, probably be- 
cause it had been made at Bristol. They were 
readily available, because the bike boys had 
thrown them out, but they proved a packet 
of trouble and were not even fast. The first 
500 cc races were a bit of a disaster, with 
large fields on the starting grids and embar- 
rassingly few cars reaching the finish of even 
4 fize-lap race. The saviour of 500 cc racing 
was the Speedway JAP. 

‘This was a current engine that could be 
bought brand new, but at first J. A. Prestwich 
were opposed to’ its use in cars. To thelr 
surprise, it proved unbeatable and very 
reliable when properly prepared. It was very 
cheap and was largely cooled by its methanol 
fuel, so the screening of its cylinder by the 
driver's seat did not cause the piston to 
seize, as usually happened with petrol 
engines, 

It was Gregor Grant who persuaded Teddy 
Prestwich and Stan Greening to make a few 
of their engines available to the boys, but 
they were still somewhat reluctant. They were 
totally converted when “dirt” JAPs, with the 
standard shallow fins and total-loss splash 
lubrication, took the first four places in a 


S0-mile race. This famous unit developed 38 
‘bhp at 6000 rpm, but later the Tottenham firm 
produced a special car version giving 45 bhp. 


‘The weight was only 78 1b and, by 
maximum torque was at 3500 rpm. 
Another change which took place was the 
slow demise of home-built cars_and eventual 
supremacy of the manufactured article. The 
Cooper was the first 500 that you could buy, 
ready to race but It was soon challenged by 
JBS, Kieft, Iota, and many others, There were 
Umés when the Cooper supremacy appeared to 
have been shaken, notably when Stirling Moss 
was driving the Kieft, but eventually the little 
cara from Surbiton had a virtual monopoly 
‘The Cooper cars were always good-looking, 
too, while some of the others ‘were a real 
Though most of the cars were Coopers and 
most of the engines were JAPs, some of the 


t of all, 


Jim Russell and 
Butt Trophy in 1956. 
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Stuart Lewis-Evans splash through a 


finest racing of all tim especiall 
fon the short circuit at Brands Hatch, where 
larger cars were not allowed. Many’ people 
preferred 500 racing to the rather dull grand 
prix events of the period, because the cars 
were reliable and the racing was close. It did 
not require a stopwatch to tell that these mid- 
engined cars were faster through corners than 


“proper” racing cars, much to the secret fury 
of the establishment. An even greater snub 
to the snobs was the creation of International 


Formula Tit for 500 cc cars. 


Yet, the 500 ce class was a total failure in 
providing racing for the impecunious. When 
the “double-knocker* Norton engine ousted 
the cheap pushrod JAP, people were paying 
fas much as €1000 each for these power units 
when they had beon prepared by one of the 
few real experts. Some drivers even ordered 
complete Norton TT bikes, just to snatch the 
‘engines out of them! Suddenly, it was realised 
that 1100 ce sports cars were cheaper to 


jeher Brook at Oulton Park in the final of the John 
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‘After 
‘especially as the Club had become the BRSCC 
and Brands Hatch was now approved for 
larger cars. 

Nevertheless, the mid-engined Cooper went 
from strength to strength. Spike Rhiando was 
the first driver ¢o squeeze a 1000 cc V-twin 
JAP engine into a Cooper S00 chassis and he 

jed something. For many years, the 
V-twin Cooper won every hillelimb, all over 
the country. It was not an ideal general-pur- 
ose racing car because the vibration of the 
V-twin was even worse than that of the 
single-cylinder engine. Long-distance racing 
was not, therefore, its forte. 


a 


An entirely different proposition was the 
mid-engined Cooper fitted with the 4-cylinder 
Ij-litre Coventry Climax engine, subsequently 
stretched to 2-litres. The car was still visibly 
‘2 derivative of the Cooper 500 and the vibra- 
tion problem was gone. This Formula II car 
was feliable and it could out-corner 2}-litre 
Formula I machines. In January 1958, some- 
thing happened that was to change the whole 
face of motor racing. 

Stirling Moss took Rob Walker's little 
Cooper out to the Argentine Grand Prix. In 
spite of having an engine which was haif-a- 
Mitre smaller chan the works Ferraris and 
Maseratis, Stirling insulted them by securing 
pole position, but most people thought that 
the bigger cars would have more stamina. The 
Incomparable Stirling beat the lot and won 
the Grand Prix. In May, Maurice Trintignant 
drove Rob's tiny car to victory at Monaco, 
just to show that the little machine was far 
from worn out by its Argentine victory. 

With the news that Coventry Climax were 
producing a full 24-litre engine, all the 
Were madly designing mid-engined ct 
For a time, however, Cooper and Coventry 
Climax were supreme. It was a wonderful 
fevling when the green cars won race after 
race, for the red ones had gained far too many 
Victories. Perhaps it's as exciting nowadays 
‘when somebody's fags beats somebody etse’s 
cent, but not to me it isn’ 

It has always astonished me that the lesson 
of 1936, when Auto Union was supreme both 
in grand prix races and hiliclimbs, wag totally 
ignored. Why did nobody copy the mid- 
engined cars and why did we have to drink 
all that beer at Bristol before the principle 
‘was again proved correct on the circuits? 

Such conjecture is fascinating, but without 
500 cc racing would the Auto Union 
have made its comeback or would we atill be 
racing front-engined, rear-drive cars? 

When the 800 cc cars wer 
greatest popularity, 
strongest advocate 
glory. We therefore support the 500 cc exhibi- 
tion at Beaulieu with much enthusiasm and 
we hope that our readers will enjoy it. For 
the young, it will demonstrate that you don't 
need eight cylinders to race very effectively, 
For those more mature, it will recall gay days 
‘at the Hatch, the smell of alcohol fuel, and 
punch-ups dn the paddock | 


attaining thelr 


More action at Aintree. A group of 500s approach Anchor at the Daily Telegraph trophy 


VAUXHALL 


SPORTS 
SPECIALISTS 


FIT DTV SPORTPARTS IN LONDON... 
-WHERE IT IS TOUGH 
WITHOUT BEING FAST 


SCENE HYDE PARK CORNER, CHRISTMAS, 1973. 
DUSK, GREASY ROAD SURFACE. 


Enter No. 16 motor omnibus from left, squeezing 
our DTV hero into the Machine Gun Corps 
Memorial. 

Passenger 'say—t” 


DTV Hero “Fear not. I've fitted the new Hamilton 
Sportpart Super Safety Pak*. | can see 


better, stop better and the all-in price is 
unbeatable. Watch this! and this ! 
Passenger “| say! 


Motor Omnibus Pilot 
“Competition-proved parts and acces- 
sories make good sense in London. Where 
driving is tough without being fast. Now 
watch me get him at Marble Arch! 
*Send for details of the Hamilton Sportpart Super 
Safety Pak. 


HAMILTON MOTORS 


(LONDON) LTD. 


4 466-490 EDGWARE ROAD, 
LONDON W? IEL 


Tel. 01-723 0022 and 01-262 7212 


Drake & Fletcher Ltd 


The Broadway, Maidstone 
Kent. 


Dealer Team Vauxhall Centre 
in-Kent 
Tel 0622 55531 or 59161 


elas aa a 


A few words 
about estate 
development 
from SMT 


First of all we took the 
Viva 2300 Estate and, using a 
Blydenstein Stage III big valve 
head, DTV Spotparts and a 
little know-how we've picked 
up racing, we launched the 
Ecosse earlier this year. 


Since then, they've gone 
like hot cakes! 


Now we're working on 
the second generation Ecosse. 


This is based on the new 
Magnum 2300 Estate and 
features the same 
specifications as before plus 
a few extra improvements for 
even better performance and 
economy. 


Contact us now for 
details of this remarkable 
£1750 (ex works) luxury 
performance Estate. 


est 
Dunkeld Road, Perth 


and at 

Aberdeen, Carlisle, Dumfries, 
Dundee, Edinburgh, Elgin, 
Falkirk, Glasgow, Inverness, 
Kirkcaldy, Penrith, Stirling and 
Whitehaven. 
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by John Bolster 


The car has a long, easy stride which causes the miles to 0 


ery ropidly 


cylinder engine Is {ts total lack of power at 
high speeds, in spite of its tremendous 


Viva Ecosse—a lavish ete oe a eee 


much smaller “four.” At a stroke, the 


Father dull vehicle is transformed into some- 


sporti ng estate car pena Bag 


Naturally, the maximum speed is usefully 


improved. ‘The car is claimed to be capable 
‘Alas! Though no country has sired more night. The specification is remarkably lavish of 110 mph and this proved to be the case, 
brilliant engineers, the cars of Scotland have fd this is mot a tuned car but a catalogued a mean stopwatch figure of 109.75 mph being 
departed. Chrysler makes the Imp there, of model, carrying the full Vauxhall warranty hear enough, allowing for inevitable slight 


course, but now SMT Sales and Service Co ‘The model chosen for this treatment is the inaccuracies. This is an impressive speed for 

Ltd, a’ well-known firm north of the border, Viva 2300 SL Estate. It is well-known that — « roomy car of moderate price. 
is turning out a modified Vauxhall, ftted the extra length of an estaie-type body can Twas a little concerned to be given a paper 
andar with a vast. amount of speci give « higher maximum speed and the weight ating that the speedometer of the test car 
equipment. No doubt Bill becomes McBly. Penalty need not be large. Apart from the istered 100 mph when tested by police at 
Stein for the occasion, as his big-valve head modifications detailed above, and a lot of  106mph. In fact, the speedometer was accu- 
fg used on the 2300 cc engine. Koni adjust fall fittings and equipment, the car follows rate at 75, 90, and 110mph—and no 6 mph 
able dampers steady the back axle and fauxhall specifications, deficit. existed. ‘The coppers should 
Stronger headlamps permit fast driving at "The worst feature of the Vauxhall big four- immediately have their stopwatches tested as 
they must be convicting Innocent citizens, 


according to this evidence! 

‘At the maximum speed, the rev-counter is 
well below the danger area. Third is a splen- 
Zid ratio, with close on.90 mph available, and 
the acceleration through the gears is really 
fierce. It is a pity, therefore, t 


Koni adjustable dampers steady the back axle. 


at low speeds. The big f 
rambles and thumps at less than 30mph in 
top and it is desirable to go right down to 
second at 20 mph or #0, which spoils the re- 
finement of the car as the gearbox whine 
when the Indirect gears are used. Perhaps the 
tuning of the top end could be matched by 
some treatment at lower speeds. 

Right through the middle of the range the 
Viva’ Ecosse is very lively and flexible. The 
engine is not silent but the car has a long 
‘and easy stride which causes the miles to go 
by very rapidly. Perhaps 90 mph is the best 
cruising speed but there is no Sign of stress 
at a maintained 100 mph. At such speeds, the 
fuel consumption remains quite moderate, 
which Is one advantage of four big cylinders. 

The traction is remarkably good and the 
car will beat almost anything away from the 
traffic lights. The clutch grips instantly and 
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VAUXHALL 
SPORTS 


SPECIALISTS 


NASH CARDIFF 
SLOPER RD, 
CARDIFF 
Just appointed Dealer 
Team Vauxhall Sportspart 
Centre for Cardiff and 
South Wales 
Tel Cardiff STD: 0222 387221 


CITY MOTORS 
OXFORD LTD. 


7-11 GLOUCESTER ST., 
OXFORD 


YOUR DTV SPECIALIST IN OXFORDSHIRE 
Tel: Eric Rumbelow OXFORD 48021 


G. N. CROYDON LTD. 


380 LONDON ROAD, 
CROYDON, SURREY. 


VAUXHALL MAIN DEALER. 
OPEL MAIN DEALER. 
OTV Sports Part Centre. 


Contact : 
BARRY (WHIZZO) WILLIAMS 
on 01-684 3686, 


for all your Sports part needs. 


=, 


WE'VE WON! 
CLASS 7 1973 RAC RALLY 


Can we help you 
get better performance 
from YOUR Vauxhall 

* HIGH PERFORMANCE KITS 
* SPECIAL MODELS SUPPLIED 

TO ORDER 
* FULL RALLY PREPARATION 

ARRANGED 


(YORK) LIMITED 


PHONE YORK 25444 


E. S. STOCK MOTORS LTD. 


Wish all their customers a very happy Christmas 
and a happy new Vauxhall !! 


WE ARE THE VAUXHALL SPECIALISTS, 
FOR OUR EXPERT ADVICE CONTACT 
E. S. STOCK MOTORS LTD., Main Road, Copdock, nr. Ipswich. Tel: COPDOCK 555 (047 386) 


Comprehensive range of spares 
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Road test 


Ln 
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the gearchange isa light as it is quick. Gena 
ty "Tending towards uncersenrng, “te car 
Camere well inthe ary though facing. per 
Spa's ile fans" suse footed on wet roads 
Tao, ceoming. Is weyer, bay aod thee fe 
phoney Tek which ven’? good ene. of 
eee 

Terie te quite adequate on good roads 
bot rather choppy on rough surfaces, 
MStpensce cuth'iost Bridah roads it the 
fcomaws “weald’ bo. wall sain up it 
Ronhers rrance, 1 dia aot experttent with 
the damper stings witch ight hae se 
proved the ding’ comfort, The brakes, be- 
Eive well‘ at allfumer ‘end do" not tend Zo 
fae 

On a journey, the Viva Ecorse swings slong 
mont forties wit plenty of ncesleration 
in"reserve for easy ‘overtaking. ‘Powerful 
Heute are appreciated after dart tyre motaes 
an moderated there ta complete sbeen 
Sf wind ols: The Yalow hande' 08 thet 
Stromuats show up ‘pleadiay tt sight and 
tSevuceimate epeedocster ia soning fart 
indeed 

‘Though the seating poston multe most 
deivernt thay al Gompatd tnt the pedals ate 
{50'S Oi ‘ook, 'which should be easy 
te recy tn a forge: "ive nestar gets t0 work 
deals rapidly after scold sare andthe vent 
iene “atective ntact all the ‘rostare 
fcucfoes crevwell tacked ter tn" ais most 
practi venice 

Ta the past aporta cara and tates bave 
betn is the poles epart Nowadays we 
Stpecied fo db 00 onich of our owe fetching 
tna"carrying that the mloon which canbe 
covered e's. ven, t's" most denrable 
Sonssetin ‘for ‘say tamil. "The. iden ot 
Reuipping pe of webicle with a high 
pentbhmance engite isa" good one the iow 
Bena and atracve ‘Unedof the” Vesahal 
tilow Str fo produce an estae which fa far 
ftom stodgy. Canny: ‘Scots wil nd ths. 85 
Ienat mectlie for ‘ollecting’ precious eras 
trom the ater 

es 


Book reviews 


Traditionally we elways start off our 
Christmas preview of motor sport books 
wreathed in maidenly blushes and exhorting 
you to buy our own (or our associated) 
Products. This year is no exception because 
we are kicking off as usual with details of the 
latest edition of the sport's top annual Auto- 


Editor Mike Kettlewell has once again done 
a superhuman job in getting this big. glossy 
200-page book together before the end of the 
year, $0 that It’s the first complete record to 
Come out of the 1973 season, As usual every 
Grand Prix is covered in detail, and this 
year the reports themselves are based on 
the masterpieces produced throughout 1973 
by our own Pete Lyons so that unique and 
tremendously ri 
is preserved in 


Permanent form 
categories covered in detail include USAC, 
F5000, in America and Europe, CanAm, Inter- 
serie, European touring cars, F2, F3, world 
sports car championship, 2-litre sports ‘cars, 


NASCAR, Tasman, GTs and. International 


rallying 


‘Among the special features in the new 
edition are one on Hesketh Racing, who have 
made such a tremendous contribution fo the 
1973 season, an analysis of the technicalities 
of current #1 cars, a look at those unsung 
heroes of Grands Prix, the mechanics, and a 
cool evaluation of the supposedly crisis-ridden 
state of the sport by Eric Dymock. There is 
that invaluable detailed breakdown of precise 
FI car specification and of course the tradi 
tional and controversial editor's analysis of 
1973's top ten drivers. 


Overall the material is, once again, 2 
tremendously "high ‘standard _ of” photogeastic 
coverage, & wealth of fine action shots vaken 
by many ilferent photographers ‘plus many 
ioe’ off ‘beat details. which missed the 
weeklies” and monthlles’ coverage There are 
Several pages of fine colour Photographs. too. 
odin aa serious stadent's record 
the Year there Is again-a special portfolio 
in the back detailing full results of ail signi. 
Aleant'motor sporting events 0 1979 


We're once more running a special pre- 
publication” offer” for Avtosront readers 
‘which will enable you to buy the book as soon 
as It becomes available."The world-wide paper 
shortage has caused a slight delay in the 
Production ‘schedule, but we will be posting 
Of all orders Immediately after Christmas. So 
watch out in next week's issue for full details 
Of this special offer. The book will again cost 
£428 bat by using the coupon In next week's 
issue you'll be able to buy It for only £3.25 

Before we stop blowing our own trumpet, 
4 quick mention for Autosport Annual its on 
Sale at all nowsagents and bookstalle: now and 
at 50p the Value Is too good to miss. We 
described it “Tully in ‘Pit ‘and Paddock’ last 
‘week, but if you want more details or the 
{ddréss to write to if Your local man has sold 
Sut, see the advertisement elsewhere in this 
ieote. 


Quite a popular Christmas gift at a moderate 
price are either of the two Hamlyn colour 
ful publications, entitled The Age of Cars 
and Sports Cars on Road and Track. The 
former traces the major points in the auto- 
mobile history from the era of the carriage 
to the present day, and author Mike Twite 
also examines the technical trends with the 
Part motor sports played in this matter. The 
more exotic high performance cars 
with too, in a separate chapter 
the rest of the book is lavishly illustrated 
For those more interested with the sports 
car side in similar retrospect and perhaps 
{therefore more appropriate to motor  sport- 
ing enthusiasts asa gift, is Sports Cars on 
Road and Track written by Autocar's sports 
editor Ray Hutton. Again this Hamlyn book 
is very well illustrated and Hutton has used 
his vast knowledge of the subject to include 
very informative pieces on the Golden Era 
of the 1920s, the trend towards GT cars, the 


34 


experimental cars that are a dream to most 
of us and on sorting out the sporting side 
with a special chapter on that great sports 
car, the Ford GT40. 


At €1.45, you can't get_much better loo 
reading than Brockbank’s Grand Prix. Russell 
Brockbank needs no introduction, and his c 

toons are just as alert to the motoring scene 
as ever. The picture of a rabbit squatting in a 
Side radiator of a racer, or some of his motor. 
ing types might cause this 96 page book to 
be withdrawn from the loo because of endan- 
gering the occupants, or keeping them there 
too long, but it’s sure to cause them much 
mirth, About a third of the cartoons may have 
been seen before, but it's very good to see 
them again, and one constantly marvels at 
how. knowledgeable this superb cartoonist 
must be when it comes to the motor racing 


iy 2USSELL SROCRBUS 


‘With the great’ assistance of Elizabeth 
Hayward—well known for her intimate driver 
biographies in Road and Track—1972 World 
‘Champion Emerson Fittipaldi has described 
his rise to the top in Flying on the Ground. 
Emerson being rather a reserved person and 
not regarded as a “personality,” he is very 
seldom interviewed on British television, and 
little is therefore known to many about his 


personal life, his detailed history or his 
Opinions on’ various subjects (including 
other Grand Prix drivers and many assorted 
items other than motor sport). All is revealed 
in this most interesting account which would 
have been more of interest if it had included 
this season when everything was not all 
glowing and the unattractive side of sponsor. 
Ship deals became apparent 


Many books have been written 
ing to tell the uninitiated how to go about 
motor sport, but the best so far for genet 
reading is Castrol’s latest Racing Driver's 
Manual in which thelr contracted driver 
Frank Gardner gives his version, through 
Doug. Nye. Gardner is well known for his 
very amusing dry sense of humour in addition 
to his superb driving capabilities and many 
of Frank's amusing stories are incorporated 
in his guide which deals with most aspects 
from purchasing race clothing to takin 
Woodcote corner at Silverstone. 


Through 25 years of racing experience, 
Frank certainly has the authority to. welt 
about such subjects but for those who don't 
have aspirations to be a race driver, this 
book is well worth buying for its entertain 
ment value. 


Each edition of Cars in Profile features 
famous car or range of cars and traces its 
history and successes. Each one is by a con- 
tributing author—all of whom are well known 
and respected in automobile journalism, 

Among the 12 titles already published are 
44 litre Lago-Talbots (Cyril Posthumus), Fl 
Repco-Brabhams (Doug Nye), Chaparral 2, 2D 
and 2F (Pete Lyons), Jaguar D-type (John 
Appleton) and the most recent Rolls-Royce 
Phantom 1 (George A. Oliver). A further 10 
titles are planned for the coming year 


The size of Patrick Stephens’ 
Automobiles and Automobiling enables many 
of the magnificent photographs to be very 
well used and that combined with almost 
200 suberb renderings by Pierre Dumont of 
cars between the era of 1900 and 1940, make 
this book an extremely worthwhile contribu: 
Yon to. the motoring collection, Many 
absorbing accounts are reprinted of motor 
Ing and motor sport through that era which 
is combined with informative text from vin- 

Ronald Barker and Douglas 


Phil Drackett's The Book of the Veteran 
Car deals with that subject with his eye very 
‘much on the semi-enthusiast. It gives a run- 
down of the atmosphere of the veteran car 
runs to Brighton, and a great deal of per- 
sonal experience goes into this book, admit- 
tedly from one who is well experienced, but 
one feels that the enthusiast might know It 

I already. However, for the semi-enthusiast 
Wwho might be on the road to this fascinating 
and highly technical world, it gives some of 
the atmosphere but few details of what is 
involved 


Blarora square, Longen' weld 3eFS =e 


The soft covered Amazing Sports Car 
Journal is a different sort of reference book. 
it's all about the Unipowers, Group Six, Har- 
rington Alpines and Lenham GTs of the 
motor scene, and one page is devoted to each 
of 64 of the specialist sports car builders, It 
tells you the influence under which each Was 
built, what the car consisted off, how many 
Were built, and in the case of the departed 
companies, how and when they went out of 
business. There are some cars wh 

may feel don't warrant inclusion to this 
directory of specialist sports cars, and some 
which might have been included such as 
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Gordon Keeble amongst others. However, it 
is the first book of its kind and reasonably 
priced. 


very now and then at AUTOSFORT, we get 
asked the most complicated of questions, 
Such as what Was the type number of the 
Lotus that won at Indianapolis, or when was 
the first’ Kyalami Nine Hours? If we had 
‘The Encyclopedia of Motor Racing at hand, 
these are questions we would be able to 


answer, for this second and updated edition 
by Anthony Pritchard and Keith Davey tells 
you all you could statistically want to know 


abo mier formulae, places, construc 


the 


tors and. people in motor racing. It contains 
more information about motor racing than 
has ever before bebn compiled in one 
volume, making it a reference must for rac 


Ing enthusiasts, 


The Encyclopaedia of 


Motor Racing 


Anthony Pritchard 
Keith Davey 


Motorcars 


Every make of fain 


This revised and enlarged edition, with 
752 pages is a very large book. It is als 
expensive but as an encyclopedia including 
every make of car in the world (over 4,100 
makes provide literally 

colour plates to 
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alleviate the rather drab 
the encyclopedia bi 

attractiveness Is not whi 
about. Virtually every entry is accompanied 
by a black and white illustration and the 
Information is presented in a very readable 
and entertaining way. Accuracy proved to be 
spot-on through the entries checked. Alto 
gether a very worthwhile reference book for 
Enthusiasts, now even better. 


oking pages of 
this book is all 


r 


For an inside look as to what went on at 
vintage Earls Courts, one might be fascinated 
to look at The Automobile Show. Basically 
it is a reprint of the 1903 motor show cata 
logue at Crystal Palace, the first motor show 
ever held 70 years ago this year. Such 

ir cars as the two seater offered with a 
third seat for a servant from Haynes and 
Son Ltd, priced at 190 guineas are described, 
although ‘many steam. vehicles and parts 
manufacturers are included in this 140 paged, 
hard-backed book. 


i Americans Robert Cutter and Bob 
Fendell eight years to compile the Eneyelo- 
pedia of Auto Racing Greats. In its 675 
Pages are biographies of over S50. per- 
Sonalities from the motor racing world.” In- 


cluded among them are all the world cham. 
pions, most Indy winners and the majority of 
the successful road and dual track racers 


plus land record holders, rallyists and drag 

Because of its American origin, a few sur. 
prising names creep in. while’ others are 
mitted who we might consider more impor- 
tant. However the contents as such appear 
to be accurate and are presented in a very 
readable manner rather than tabulated facts 


Well-known racing car designer Len Terry 
and former managing editor of Automotive 
Design Engineering. Alan Baker BSc have 
combined thelr obvious talents into produc 
ing a valuable and interesting study on the 
technique of racing car design, | suitably 
entitled Racing Car Design and Development. 
The dialogue between the two experts in the 
book contains practical and theoretical dis 
cussions and conclusions accompanied — by 
many Illustrations and diagrams, with valu. 
able Appendices for the budding racing car 
constructor. 


First published in 1963, this second edition 
has just been recently re-released. Mr Purdy 
writes about Stirling Moss's racing career and 
has probably been read by the enthusiasts 
of his generation. Doubtless it must still have 


Although the title is slightly misleading 
Leonard Setright’s lavish history of grand prix 
cars from 1906 to the present day is one 
which the serious student of motor racing 
history will enjoy. Not surprising in view 
of the author's leaning towards things tech 
nical, this Is a history of cars and engines 
rather than of races and drivers and the 
Teader is left in no doubt as to Mr Setright’s 
Opinions of some of the machines which have 
graced grand prix circuits through the ages 
Unfortunately the captioning is not quite up 
to the standard of the text with one or two 
minor errors creeping in here and there. It 
remains however extremely good value at 
£6.50; the high quality of the illustrations and 
the production generally making it worth 
every penny, 


Yet another history of motor sport and as 
such similar to several which have gone 
before. Peter Roberts’ production is, although 
well written and amusing in parts, aimed very 


much at the casual follower of the sport 
rather than the hardened enthusiast. The text 
tends to leap from past to present and back 
again making it hard to follow in places while 
the information relating to the 1973 season 
is rather dated; Ronnie Peterson being re- 
ferred to as a March driver and Tim Schenken 
as a member of Team Surtees. In spite of 
the inconsistencies however the photographs, 
in particular the colour plates, are of high 
quality and few of them have been seen 
before. A book which will probably have more 
appeal to the younger enthusiast and one 
which is competitively priced at £1.95. 


For sheer exotica, both in literary form and 
motor cars, the World of the Automobl 
comes out’ tops. This lavishly produced, 
photographed and priced 252 page volume 
Funs through the world of motoring with an 
expert eye describing the early motor 
Vehicles, the nobility of motoring transport, 
Sports cars of all ages and competition 
Stopping at various moments to describe 
early horns, lights and licence plates, the 
roads which were used, motor shows, and 
what the collectors look out for now.” With 
an American author, Ralph Stein, one natur. 
ally expects a small amount of the American 
view of vintage automobiles with white wall 
tyres, ete, but in the sheer reproduction of 
some’ beautiful photographs, it can represent 
value for money. An early’ purchaser might 
save a pound by contributing the acknow- 
ledgements to Private Eye's Pseud’s Corner 
however ! 


RACING CARS 


ve History of Mi xt 


HONDA CIVIC ROAD TEST REVIEW 


H and G Robinson 
(Gosforth) Ltd. 
HONDA DISTRIBUTORS 
SALES — SERVICE — SPARES 
KENTON ROAD 
Gosforth 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
(0632) 851047/8/9 


GREAT NORTH ROAD 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
2241/2/3 


WAKE UP TO HONDA 
MORNING STAR MOTORS tp 


PULTENEY ROAD 
BATH, SOMERSET 
TEL: 0225 3726 
CHURCH ROAD, HORFIELD 
BRISTOL BS7 854 
TEL: BRISTOL 45559 
DEMONSTRATION CARS NOW 
z AVAILABLE 


& 


H. D. WALKER & SONS LTD. 


177 CROSS STREET 
SALE 
Tel: 061-973 4827 


FOR CHESHIRE 


©) 


Demonstrations available to suit your convenience. 
Honda Sales and Service 


HONDA DEALER FOR 
PRESTON (Lancashi 
BILL HEAD (PRESTON) LTD 


SOUTHGATE 
PRESTON 


DEMONSTRATION CARS NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
Tel: 0772 52066 


SS Se Se | 


BATH ROAD GARAGE 


“YOUR GARAGE FOR THE FUTURE ” 
BATH ROAD 


SWINDON 
Tel: 0793 24217 


Come and test drive 
the bright exciting 
Honda Civic 


HONDA DEALER FOR KENT 


REDHILL MOTORS (Maidstone) LTD 


THE BROADWAY 
MAIDSTONE 
Tel: 0622 53096 
DEMONSTRATION MODELS AVAILABLE 
FULL RANGE IN STOCK 
IMMEDIATE OR NEAREST DELIVERY 


SALES : SERVICE : REPAIRS 
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Markku comPered 


Of your excellent reports of the RAC Rally, 
some 50 photographs and countless words 
spanning four editions, I see you managed 
just one decent paragraph about Per-Inge 
Walfridsson, who came fourth. 

Whilst yourselves, TV and just about every- 
body is raving about Markku Alen (and quite 
rightly so) | wonder how many people realise 
that last year they were both driving identical 
Volvo 1428. On a quick check of the 72 
stages I see that Per beat Markku by 40 
Stages to 29 with three drawn, and ended up 
10th to the Finn's. 12th. 

Just before we left for the Total Rally, I 
managed to get hold of a quick Escort for 
Per to try. He had never driven a rhd car, 
but over some Kentish whites I can only 
describe the effect as pretty shattering. Add 
to this the Tour of Mull performance (some 
100 bhp short) and his age (ust 22) and the 
future for this young Swede looks pretty 


Due to this lack of publicity, it is still 
quite a job to get any joy from would-be 
sponsors (Per who ?) and whilst accepting the 
fact that we are, therefore, almost unheard 


in 13. countries — but we shall try barder!! 


Malostone, KENT. JOHN JENSEN. 


Golden oldies 

Congratulations! I have just opened my copy 
of Avronront and was delighted to read & 
report of ine ‘3. Gold Cup. in a time when 


the long winter months are ahead, relatively 
devold of motor sport (and motoring, may T 
dare add) it would be most enjoyable to 
read accounts of other past GPs and sports 
cag events. 


Experience for the 
BBC or... 


‘Thank you lan Titchmarsh for your 
Purely Personal column last week. I agree 
with every word you say (you are too polite 
though). 

Lam one of the many “suckers” who 
didn't skip = day from the office to watch 
the bei \y for years—because of the 
advertised TV coverage! 

Never in my life have I been so near to 
throwing a brick through the “telly” screen. 
Something has to be done about “Mumble- 
more” and his “clueless” band—so to be 
constructive I have found that the best 
way of learning about something is to 
experience it first hand—so how about asking 
fone of this year's drivers—say Markku 
‘Alen—taking dear Cliff through a few special 
stages ? 

(Top marks to the TV cameraman—who 
blew the myth that motor-sport is difficult to 
photograph—the few shots we saw of the 
rally went really great.) 
Epinsunon, EH 2NX. 


PETER SPEAKMAN. 


... bring back the 
old hands ? 


Reference: “‘Ian_Titchmarsh’s,” article of 
November 29—“So you think you can tele- 
vise motorin; 

‘With all due respect to the BBC, I have to 
‘agree with your correspondent. Looking back 
fon to my own days of Motor Racing I cannot 
help wondering what happened to those 
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Correspondence 


brilliant circuit commentators who kept 
thousands of people amused and wel! in- 
formed during and in between races in the 
60's, namely Peter Scott Russell and James 
Tilling 
What happened to them ? 
Why on earth does not the BBC find out? 
Lance MACKLIN, 
(Address supplied). 


A la Kart 


I have finally been stirred out of my 
lethargy to write to you about your report 
of last. Sunday's meeting at Brands Hatch 
‘and your lack of any description of the kart 
racing. I fully appreciate that you do not 
consider them part of your motor racing 
Scene, but they do provide 
increasing number of motor racin; 
fact that Reg Gange won both heats at speeds 
equalled only by the Formula Fords was not 
even mentioned even though he is un- 
doubtedly one of the best ever drivers: hav- 
Ing won almost everything in karting at least 
‘once, and, given the opportunity, would un- 
doubtedly win in any other branch of motor 
racing. The final insult to the many kart fans 
present was that he did not even get a go in 
the Escort race, although I noticed that one 
‘obscure “personality” had his wife in the 
race as well. This really ts inexcusal 

‘Secondly, It is a disturbingly badly pub- 
licised fact that Great Britain now has the 
World Champion of Karting in the only truly 
international class. His name is Puller- 
ton. The championships were held at Nivelles 
in Belgium and despite extremely partisan 
behaviour by the Belgian officials in favour of 
the current World Champion, « Belgian, he 
won through. This meeting had a dozen or 
more nations represented Including the USA 
‘and South Africa and mere hundredths of a 
Second covered the frst 20 qualifiers in the 

‘This major achievement did not 

single line note in your magazine 
nor in any of the national newspapers des- 
pite the fact that karting is very likely to 
become a sport in the next Olympic Games. 

‘All of this is a very poor show particularly 
since many of the best Formula 1 drivers, 
Which is the pinnacle of motor racing achiev 
ment, cut their teeth in karts and in a sport 
which offers racing to people other than the 
indulged rich. 

‘Ask Emerson 


ittipaldl, ask Ronnie Peter- 


Lonpon, SW11 PAUL SHARP. 


No candles in F1 


‘Our sincere apologies to any of your readers 
‘who, like Mr Spice, Imagined that our Nomex 
candie tests were carried out in mobile racing 
cars waiting for a crash; they were in fact 
conducted on a stationary table top. 

Tt must be re-assuring to prospective pur- 
chasers of Linea Sport FPT overalls to learn 
that Mr Spice does not even consider labora- 
tory testing of that material necessary. In the 
interests of truth we must confess to having 
had less confidence in the claims made for 
Nomex, and for that reason wished to test i 
for ourselves, also to have our own findings 
verified by the manufacturer. We do however 
have confidence in Dupont’s despised multi- 
million dollar laboratory, taking the view that 
it was that laboratory which produced Nomex 
in the first place. Our tests, incidentally, have 
been observed by many leading drivers and 
by informed medical authority, both Nomex 
and FPT being included for the demonstration. 

‘We note that Mr Cracknell of Jaybrand 
Racewear has also raised the question of an 
‘acceptable uniform test for the many flam 
roof textiles, and on that point at least there 
is agreement. Unlike Jaybrand, we do not 


offer a choice of fabrics, Customers ask us 
which, in our opinion, is the best overall for 
their purpose, and in asking that are entitled 
to an honest answer. The need for choice is 
very real if you are catering for personal taste, 
but when safety and possible loss of life are 
involved, is it ethical to offer more than one 
‘material if in the seller's opinion one product 
is superior to the others? And if you are 
uncertain that one might be better than an- 
‘other, how can you leave the final choice to 
the customer who in most cases knows less 
than you? 

May we repeat—if and when we find a 
‘more effective material than Nomex from 
which to make our race-wear, we will use It. 
Formuta One, Lowpox, Wi. "PETE ATKIN: 

Cums STEYNE. 


(This correspondence is now closed—Editor.) 


Campaign for 
keeping racing 


It_was my recent. pl 
racing driver, the 
imagin 

broker on Wall Street. in the 19308, I 
doubt if it would have been much different 
had I have met a car builder or a race 
engine developer, but it served to show that 
their industry faces possibly in the very near 
future, problems with fuel rationing much 
more widespread than hit what were basic- 
ally clubmen in 1956, 

Obviously readers of this magazine will not 
need me to re-iterate the reasons for not 
Imposing a total ban on motor sport but I 
feel sure such a move would obviously hay 
popular support. Last week's editorial illust- 
rated the attitude of television coverage to 
a Brands meeting and one can hardly expect 
Bloggs, now a captive tele-viewer to be 
very happy seeing cars going round Brands 
at 4 mpg whilst his Bloggsmobile remains 
dry tanked in the garay 

‘The RAC rally was promoted by the skin 
of its teeth and it seems remedial action 
should be taken before the minister imposes 
@ total ban on motor sport for next year. 

‘The suggestion I submit is that the RAC 

governing body institute a “save the 
spire” type campaign and we all donate 
some of our petrol coupons. The amount of 
fuel we need to run a full season of inter- 
nationals pro-rata to the number of enthusl- 
fasts (or even the several thousand interna. 
tional licence holders) calls for a very smalt 
individual effort. News media could hardly 
then castigate a race meeting without men- 
Honing the newsworthy sacrifice that enabled 
its conception. 

1 already have one pro-driver ready to 
donate 10 per cent of his earnings if the 
rainwave forestalls what must be inevitabl 
I others overcome with gratitude nex year 

address as below. 
Leosuny, Hereronpsuine. 


‘experience 
somewhat similar to meeting a stock- 


Joun Lew 


Thanks Gerry 


‘On behalf of myself and the other marshals 
‘on Post 3 (Paddock in) Brands Hatch on Sun- 
day, December 2, I would like to thank 
Gerry Marshall and his mechanics and Derek 
‘Adams (I think) for adding some very wel- 
‘come muscle and assistance in our efforts to 
extract two trapped Formula Ford drivers. 
‘Their help made our task easier and 1 
would be glad if you would express our 


Thanks "to "them in” your’ correspondence 
column. 

Tonoox, SEIS 3. S. Wneren, 
Seedy ? 


‘Are they re-seeding the banks at Brands 
Hatch to stop them receding ? 
‘Tonsmipce Weits, Kent. A. TERRAPIN, INR. 


Road Test Review — Peugeot 104 


in North West Middlesex 
Colliver Fisher 


GREEN LANE, NORTHWOOD 
OPPOSITE NORTHWOOD TUBE STATION 
Telephone NORTHWOOD 24111 


rr PEUGEOT wx tie non 
Automobile Distributors 
(Leeds) Ltd. 


Domestic Street, Leeds LS11 9XY. Tel: Leeds 41981/5 
Distributors for Cumberland, Durham, 


Lancashire, Northumberland, Westmorland 
and Yorkshire. 


DP AUTOMOBILES LTD. 


Exclusively PEUGEOT 
468 Purley Way, Croydon, Surrey. 
Tel: 01-688 7211/6. 
Demonstrations with pleasure 


93 Drummond Street, Euston, N.W.1. 
Tel: 01-387 3621/3. 


1-24 PENTRECHWYTH ROAD, 
BONYMAEN, 
SWANSEA 
Tel. 54147 
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Sports extra 


edited by Robert Fearnall 


SEMPERIT/BTRDA TRIAL 


Harrison scoops main award in Kincraft 


Despite only one previous outing in his Kin- 
craft, Tony Harrison took the main award in 
Inst ‘Saturday's Semperit/BTRDA Champi 
ship Trial with 10 points in hand over his 
rivals. Participation In the event, the high 
spot of the sporting trials year is by invita 
tion based upon drivers’ best eight scores in 
the two dozen qualifying rounds of the se 
son. Of the 50 invitations issued half are 
reserved for Silver Star competitors, the less 
expert drivers. Qualification for the trial Is 
by no means a foregone conclusion since a 
driver who competed for Gold Star awards 
the previous year Is de-barred from mixing 
Ke with the Silver Star contestants. 

‘The 1973 event was co-promoted with the 
Peterborough MC who made available the 
site of their Charles Pollard trial at Hoskin 
sons Lodge Farm, Kings Cliffe, near Peter- 
borough. By nature the site does not extract 
from cars their maximum climbing potential, 
gradients being less severe than at some other 
courses, What it lacks in drama it more than 
‘compensates for in the variety of terrain and 
the ability of the club to lay out interesting 
hills which can be adjusted to suit all weather 
conditions. It is, in short, an venue 

Heavy rain the previous day and an over- 
night frost made the top surface extremely 
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slippery, but once the grass had been re- 
moved there was a remarkable degree of 
traction available which Improved as the day 
continued its almost cloudless passage. Since 
drivers were despatched in groups of four to 
the foot of each of the dozen hills there were 
few complaints of a bad draw, the first few 
cars scoring high marks but benefiting from 
the trail-blazing of others at later sections. 


Clearly this was to be a day of low scores 
and an inadvertant brush with a marker pole 
was to incur a penalty which would be difi- 
Cult to compensate for at a later time. Only 
once during the morning run did Tony Harri 
Son fail to climb to the top of a section, 

though but for Jack Pearce his 6s penalty 
fas not bettered. Pearce all but made the top 
to collect a one, but contact with course 
markers at other points in the circuit had 
robbed him of a place at the head of the 
field 

By the time that the first round scores had 
been tabulated the intensity of the competi- 
tion could be clearly seen with a scrap for 
second place between C 
and Gordon Jackson (Ibex), 
shadowed by Laurie Brown in the Aberties 
(05) and Bill Evans (Beva) one point behind 


By GEOFF HERRINGTON Pictures by COLIN TAYLOR PRODUCTIONS 


a 


Tony Harrison took the Semperit/BTRDA Championship trial last Saturday by 10 points in his second outing with the Kincraft, 


him. Bob Dayson was driving well to hold 
sixth place jointly with the luckless Pearce 
Whilst those two old rivals, Reg Allen (Kin- 
craft) and Norman Manser (Cannon) were 
disputing eighth spot in thelr vastly different 
machines. A promising drive by Bill Evans 
came to a premature end on the opening hill 
of the second round when the back axle 
cried enough and for only the second time in 
three years the car failed to finish. 


It was at this point in the proceedings that 
Ivor Portlock began a remarkable recovery 
from a first round which by his. standards 
was a catastrophe. The loss of no less than 
44 points prior to lunch saw him 18th of 
the 21 starters in the Gold Star class. His 
second round of 10 was the best recorded 
and brought him into 12th place which he 
shared with Charles Pollard  (Aberties) and 
Ralph Needham (Cannon). Harrison’s lead over 
Colin Taylor had narrowed to five points by 
this stage with Gordon Jackson slipping back 
slightly into fourth place with a score of 32. 
However, since the gap between Jackson and 
third-placed man was only two marks the 
unt was well on. Driving in his usual tidy 
manner John Benson had. brought his Jabs 
into contention after an indifferent morning, 


Sports extra 


a 


Colin Taylor's Cannon took third overall (above). Last year's champion Jack Pearce with hix 


wife, on a steep climb with his Kineraft. 


‘The latest modification to this new, neat car 
involves a different front axle of slightly 

rower track, Over the serpentine sec: 
tions of the championship course he must 
have been pleased not to have delayed the 
modification. 

‘The final round consisted of six hills only 
and a shower of rain hurried drivers to their 
Starting places in the hope of completing the 
climbs in the existing favourable conditions. 
They need not have. worried, however, for 
the rain stopped within moments, only the 
unrelenting cold wind remaining to sear the 
exposed skin of spectators and the uncom- 
piaining marshals, 

Neither Harrison nor Portlock added to 
their scores, the former thus ensuring that 
victory was his and the latter pulling his 
Dryad into ninth place. With the Toss of a 
single mark Jackson reversed the placings 
with Taylor and Brown whom he forced into 
third and fourth places respectively. 

The Silver Star contenders were few in 
number, the entry, as usual, bedevilled with 
non-starters. From the outset Chris Highwood 
forced his Cannon into the lead and driving 
with a great deal of skill soon established his 
Claim to the award, Aided no doubt by his 
father's advice (Peter having won the Gold 
Star in 1971) the single point lead at lunch 
was stretched to an advantage of almost 30 
as last year’s Silver Star winner, John Dun- 
can, discovered that a hypnotic fascination 
existed between his Geko and the marker 
poles. Poor Duncan's misfortunes continued 
And as he slipped further down the feld David 
Moore (Cannon) and Peter Blankstone both 
profited. 

This had been one of those events in 
which everyone had cause for satisfaction ; 
the BTRDA for having the good sense to in- 
volve the Peterborough Motor Club; the 
PMC for seeing the event run to the highest 
standards of organisation and marshalling; the 
Sponsors who had the satisfaction of seeing. 
Semperit tyres on all the award-winning cars 
land the competitors who could blame. none 
but themselves for any lack of success. In 
this magical aura of mutual admiration the 
majority’ of participants repaired to the Bull 
Hotel at_nearby Peterborough for the annual 
Trials Dinner. Having drunk everything 
liquid and thrown everything moveable the 
1973 season was considered well and truly 
“seen off.” 

Results 
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Sports extra 
DRAG NEWS... 


Cars switching hands and 
new rules 


© The car shuffling continues in the drag 
racing world, Martin Hall recently buying 
Freddie Whittles supercharged Altered. Martin 
‘came into drag racing only this year when 
he bought Colin Mullen’s Invader Firenza 
Chev around mid-season. This is now up for 
sale again, and he will be taking on the 
fastest cars in the class with the big 392 
Hemi powered car. Holding the A class record 
at 180 mph and 8.67 s, the car has still got 
of potential left in it, and should be 
easily capable of running in the 7s with ter~ 
minals near the 200 mark, and after over two 
Years, is still one of the most immaculate cars 
around. 
@ Having co-sponsored Tony Dickson's Pro- 
Stock Camaro last year with Duckhams, Roy 
Osbourne (a director of Osbourne and’ Son, 
the Sutton based insurance brokers) will be 
joining in the team next year with his own 
which he has just 
bought. Tentative plans at the moment are 
to spray both cars in the same colours if 
Dickson's car Is not’ sold, and to attract an 
Il sponsor for the two cars and the 
474 Olds powered Popular Altered that 
Marshall-Dickson Racing have been slowly 
progressing with for two yea 
© The very fast injected 283 powered Oblivion 
Avenger Altered with a best time of 10.9 5 
to its credit is now in the hands of Lawrence 
Burn, Lawrence has ordered a 354 Chevrolet 
small block for the car from the States, and 
will probably back this up with a BM Clutch- 
Turbo, which should solve shifting problems 
inherent with Altered design, With a central 
, usually more or Jess right over the 
fearbox, it is virtually impossible to change 
Kear rapidly with the usual gear lever some- 
Where between the kne 
@ Another going the same route is Roger 
Bishop, co-owner of the indecently fast Strip- 
teaser Jag/Minivan. In 1972 this recorded 
a record 11.4 4 time, and with a new, lighter 
chassis built more like a miniature funny car, 
the team had hoped to get into the 10 5 
with the car. One of their improvements was 
to graft a Chevrolet Muncie four speed on 
to the bellhousing, to hopefully speed up the 
slow changes of the Jag box. 
‘Unfortunately, the box was not in too good 
a condition when it came into use, and gave 
Problems, but the main trouble they had with 
the car was the rear axle. The extra traction 
they were getting with the slicks over the 
previous racing tyres proved too much for the 
axle, which broke balf shafts with boring 
frequency—even some super strong aircraft 
quality steel ones they had made. 
‘So to cure this, a '57 Oldsmobile unit suit- 


Roger Bishop in Stripteaser leads 
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ably narrowed has replaced the Jag, whilst 
they too will fit a Clutch-Flite transmission 
to get over their gearbox troubles, and with 
this set-up it is hard to see how they can 
avoid doing their elusive 10 s run. The rest 
of the Jaguar powered cars will certainly have 
a job keeping up with this combination, the 
Skinner brothers’ Midas Mist is the only one 
that regularly gets on terms with them, 
and it will be interesting to see what they 
‘come up with. 

© During his trip to the States, Clive Skilton 
ordered @ new Donovan motor for his current 
car, the plan apparently being to take the 
present one out and fit it to the Accles and 
Pollock car, which will be rebuilt. He also 
ordered a new Ford axle and Lenco two speed 
transmission to update the Castrol car, which 
is yet to achieve its potential in this country 
and that must be in the 6.3-6.4 range. Clive 
will be returning to the States in the New 
Year for another shot at the Americans on 
thelr own ground if plans work out, whilst 
Freddie Whittle is rumoured to be taking 
over the driving of the Accles and Pollock 
car, his first dragster drive. 

© Ac yet another rules meeting, this one held 
by the BDR & HRA a few days ago, some 
really positive progress was made towards 
more equitable racing in the future. 

The Pro Stock rules finally got straightened 
out, effective in 1975. ‘This will keep 
Pro Stock for modified production based cars, 
with no. non-factory 
missions or axles. This excludes th 
Donovan type Hemi engines and Lenco four 


and needless to say an 

‘The Altered type cars will run under a 
Sithouette formula, and although some of the 
basic rules are the same, engine swops from 
make to make are allowed—this could attract 
some of the circuit Super Saloons when they 
are not busy elsewhere, 

‘Another good move came when it was 
decided to run the five funny cars and three 
Diown Altereds (all AA class cars) in a 
single Pro-Competition class. Although the 
two types have run together on occasion, and 

fact’ would eventually prefer to 
eliminations, this will make 


very 
racing, and also lead to a healthier 


situation for the B class cars, most of which 
are running pump fuel, and wish to stay this 
way. With the existing cars and the new ones 
being built or rebuilt, this too should be a 
close-fought class. 

‘The Top street set-up will also be improved 
with a capacity to weight system, with the 
more modified cars carrying greater weight. 
Although all these rules have to be finalised 
‘and agreed with the NDRC, it does look as 
if the sport has taken another positive step 
forward. 


Mick Gleadows' 302 Chev Anglia off the line at Blackbushe. 


Spencer declared 
championship 
winner 


With the cancellation of last weekend's Iitey 
event, Geoff Spencer has been declared win- 
ner of this year's BT RDA Production Car 
‘Teial Championship. 

Spencer, from Sutton Coldfield, achieved 
a maximum of 90 points for nine class wins 
from the 18 rounds and he pipped fellow 
Dudley member Denis Wells by one point 
Spencer used his Mini and Mini Cooper to 
gain his first major success in the champion- 
Ship in which he has been competing since 
1964. Behind Wells three drivers finished on 
87 points. Third place goes to last year’s 
champion Bill Moffatt (imp), fourth is sports 
car addict Mike Harrison (Midget) and fifth 
és Mac Hazlewood (Mexico) who expects to 
‘campaign a Dellow regularly in 1974. 


Aintree dates in 
1974 


The Aintree Circuit Club are continuing at 
Aintree in 1974. They will continue to stage 
their club meetings with one or two National 
Championship rounds included too. There are 
four dates booked for 1974 all being on 
Saturdays. They are: April 6, June 8, August 
3, and September 21. 


No penalties for 
Julia 


A week of ice and snow completely altered 
the nature of the planned tests at the King's 
Lynn & DMC Production Car trial on Sunday 
2nd December, the club using yet another 
new site—this time at Blackborough End, 
Julia Mortlock gave all the mere males the 
stip by circulating ber Renault free of any 
Penalty throughout the afternoon. 

The event started wih a bang, Stan Rolfe 
inverting his 1300 Mini on the first ollmb 
after tackling the test rather like a special 
sage. Chas Sutcliffe deranged the ou 
of his Mini on the same bank and Nigel Pack 
did a one-wheel landing on test 4 to the 
detriment of this 1300's gearbox. With a ecore 
of only 2 penalties after the morning runs 
was Lewis Baldock (Mini), the closest chal- 
lenger ¢o the Mortlock Renault, but he failed 
to complete the afternoon sections. Ivan 
‘Cunnington's chance of an overall win went 
‘with an “11” on the third climb, particularly 
galling as the cleaned all the remaining hills. 

Mike Turner, sharing ¢t 
with Julia Mortlock took an 
test as hampered Cunnington but was still 
‘able to win his class, More sports cars ap- 
peared than usual and while Brian Annible 
soon put his Spitfire well into the class lead. 
John Webber, Judy Hamey (MGBs) and Roy 
Hacrison (TR3A) finished with just a single 
mark between them én the struggle for the 


SR aR Teta 
In honour 
Following the success of Alsstalr Macfarlane 
Eriwinnitg the Scomsh Aciocrom Champion 
ship and the West of Scotland Championship 
for the second year in succession, plus the 
Soccons of canes artvers, Ease Ajeonice, CC 
Teets, chaser’ tuner tase, Pride et Gear 
Sock, ta omees Of Machecase aekt Six Stee 
Sorsce cnoee’ eee pen "Socctin ay 
Champion Drew Gallacher 
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The T.R. Centre's 


MASERATI 
INDY 


1971, metallic blue, champagne, hide 
Air-conditioning 
and. refrigeratio 
Glass. Heated 
Fadio and electric 
£5,500 


Phone 
MAIDENHEAD 27523 
anytime 


MINI 1275 G.T. 


GROUP 2 RALLY CAR 


Fitted with the following stage 2 engine, 

heated screens, 5 Minilites, full dash with 

Holder twin tanks, 1 owner. £1196. 
TEL: GUILDFORD 69231 


Hughenden Motors of 
High Wycombe, Bucks 


TRIUMPH T.R.5 


(G REG) 


50,000 miles. Wedgwood blue. 
Radio. 
£650 ono. 


Tel: Chobham 8157. 
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MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 


PORSCHE 911E 


1969. in perfect condition, this car has 


GINETTA 


give-away at £2500 ond 
Tel : Will Sparrow at Alcester 3656 (office 


hours). for more deteiie. JOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


is 


Dinos delivery ex stock 
choice of colours 


ID. IB3, a Ml OTTO IR Ss of Te aicester 


“AN CARS. PLEASE PHONE FOR LATEST STOCK DETAILS 

Goon stocks OF SERVICE AND OVERHAUL PARTS. FOR ROAD AND RACE 

AMERICAN MADE TYRES STOCKED IN SERIES. ENGINE, GEARBOX 
‘AND AXLE OVERHAULS ON ANY AMERICAN CAI 


TELEPHONE 0523 £34369 and £32504, TELEX 341071 ond ROBOPHONES. 


AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE SPECIALISTS 
1966 E. TYPE 
2+2 


Dark blue. Sunshine roof. Automatic. 


VICTORIA MOTORS 
(ST. ALBANS LTD.) ve” 8335 ono. 


Part exchange and H.P. arranged 
Tel: St. Albans 58270. 


sp so ec sarwergix| [NORTH OXFORD GARAGE 


220 BANBURY ROAD, OXFORD 
Beall ctl 3 MAIN BMW DEALERS 


ee AND COUPE SPECIALISTS 


THORNE GIBB LTD. 
1972 MEXICO. |, White... black interior, 
Rostyle ‘wheels, radio, "18,000" miles 
2995 
1971 MG_MIDGET, Harvest gold, 13,000 
miles. Exciting condition’ 6678 
H.P,, Exchange, etc, Also insurance possible 

Tel: 01-00 7233, 
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JONES GARAGE (Syston) LTD. 


MELTON ROAD, Nr. LEICESTER 
1972 (Oct) Gay 300L, VI2 Roadster. Alloy 
wheels, radio. 10,067 miles. Like new £2995 


1972 (L) GTE Scimitar. 17,000 miles, o/drive, 
radio, alloy wheels. Latest engine ... £2245 


1972 Lotus Elan +2S-130. 1 owner. Well 
maintained €1995 
1972 Lotus Elan Sprint. FHC. 19,042 miles 
In faultless condition throughout ... £1595 


1968 Aston Martin DBS. Auto. 28,460 miles, 
Never used winters, Our managing director's 
personal car £2975 


1969 (#1) “E” Type Roadster. Red. Chrome 
wires, Radio, stereo, luggage rack, tonneau 
Cover, low mileage, ‘A superb example €1495 


1970 MG Midget. 1 owner. Low mileage. 
Red. Radio, A beautiful car £565 


1972 Toyota Corolla SL Coupe. 19,460 miles, 
40 plus mpg. 100 mph by speedo ... £805 


HP and exchanges. Tel: Syston 2257 
6 ay 


PS Arriving 1971 GTE, 0/4, ete 
‘Tel: Syston 2257 


CHOICE OF TWO 
1971 BMW 2002 THI 


Riviera blue oF Colo 


ovina wanna 


Wingfield Ltd 


856 Finchley Road, London NW1. 
Tel: 01-458 4204. 


Sports and Performance Cars 47-52 


BELL & 
COLVILLLTD 


eAhe tot te 


cy LOTUS@ 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


11972 Bentley Comiche convertible. Bur-| 


qundy with white interior and hood. 
3peedhold etc. Superb condition 


terms available. 
Contact : John De Stefano 
Tel : 01-235 6557/2879 
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DAVIAN-BERESFORD 
MOTORS LTD. 


BMW Area Dealers 


1972 DATSUN 2402, White with black 
trim. 1 owner, 8000 miles. Full history 
avaliable. Pristine condition throughout 

£1875 


1971 (K) BMW 2500. White with black 
trim, 1 owner. Full history, Blaupunkt 
radio, Superb condition £2425 


STORFORTH LANE 
CHESTERFIELD 
Tel: 70859 


sma SLOAN MARSHALL 
SMG “ canaces 
The SPORTSGAR spe 


RAMBLER AMBASSADOR ESTATE 


1971. Right hand drive. Auto. V8. 
Power steering, electric windows. 
Superb low mileage car ... £2195 


FORD CORTINA ESTATE 


1973 1600L. 1 private owner. 
9000 miles only ............ £1245 


56-58 Barnes High Sireot, SW13 
Sales ; 01-876 9245 
Works : 01-876 9131 


1969 MERCEDES 300 SEL 6.3 


Finished in unmarked metallic gold 
paint work, black leather interior. 
Adjustable air suspension, central 
locking door, boot and petrol filler 

Fitted Blaupunkt radio. 

new tyres/brake _ pads. 
Taxed, MoT. Pristine throughout. 
Tremendous value for money at 
£3300 ono. Cost new £8600. 


1971 Mk Ill 1275 COOPER $ 


Finished in white with dark blue 
interior, undersealed from new, fitted 
Corbea seats, small wheel, inertia 
reel seat belts 8-track stereo and 
radio by Radiomobile, twin speakers, 
HRW. Goodyear rally special tyres 
on 6" mag wheel. Extensive over- 
haul just carried out including new 
exhaust system/brake pads etc. 
Bills for £194 available. £925 ono. 


HP and part exchange considered 
‘on both vehicles. 


WORTHING 65857 
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TL TL srseans 


NEW CAR SALES—392 NEW CROSS ROAD, SE14 Tel : 01-692 4607 or 01-692 4651 


10 am-7 pm Mon.-Sat. 10 am-5 pm Sun. 
‘SELECTION FROM STOCK 


hi cc RELIANT SCIMITAR. 
GTE 


EARLY DELIVERY MOST 
moves, 


BROCHURES SENT ON 
REQUEST. 


DEMONSTRATION CAR, 
AVAILABLE FOR TRIAL AND 
INSPECTION. 


MAIN AVENUE, MOOR PARK, NORTHWOOD, MIDDX. — NORTHWOOD 25161 
Approx. 100-yds from Moor Park Met. Station A-Z London Main Road Map, Ref. 2.C 
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D and A AUTOS 


(Kingsbury) 


8-10 Slough Lane. Kingsbury, NW9 
(off Church Lane) 


JOS RANDLES 


New Lotus Europa, JPS. Immediate delivery 


1068 (Dec) Mk I! E-Type FHC. Black. Sun 


1972 TRG Pl Roadster. Red. Radio, 8. 
track stereo. 1 private owner £1250 


1970 TRS. White. Fuel injection roadster 
£1050 


L Reg MUSTANG. Automatic Convertible. 
Power hood. Racko £475 


1965 JAGUAR 34 S. Metallic blue £360 


MINI CLUBMAN Estate. J rog. White with 
radio. Privately owned. Low mileage, 


1967 MORRIS 1100 Estate, Above average 
condition. Privately owned £325 
Tel: 01-205 4296 
205 1136 
Also a regular supply of Bentley 81, $2, 


3. Available also, Rolls-Royces to order 
at competitive’ prices. 


41972 Giibern Anvader, 18,000 miles. 1 owner C1996 
3972 Europa, Twin Cam, Or 1506 
4973 Europa Twin Cam Special, 109 miles 

aus 


$2, tive eros, 
cises 
Eire 


ON THE BORDERS OF 


SGT picks AND BERKS reek James 


in the Hampstead garden suburb 


Large stocks of Lotus and Scimitar parts. 
Service and repairs by works trained stall MAIN AGENTS 


WHARF GARAGES LOTUS 4 GINETTA 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 7 
Tel: 48361-47623 : 


STUART GRAHAM MOTORS 


Broombhall, ivr seiniTam Gre. O/4. 6: re 
Nantwich, Cheshire i979 LOTUS 425 130 Sapsed 
Tel: Aston 300 


1909 MGB GT. Wires, radio, HRW. Pristine 
‘ens 


1909, "MUSTANG “MACH i.” 351” auto, 

iceptional example in copper 
EBIRD. FORMULA $00. 

so atc Ram Alr engine 


ene 
PAS 
fie "ows 

080 


1971 GT6. Overdrive, radio. Superb. White 
en 


CORTINA 2000 GXL. 1 owner. Low MANTA RALLYE 
a 


PAS. Ving! roo IE itn ie 


WEEKDAYS cam 7>m Hampstead: Showroom 
OPEN Sincavs Scam Jem Ayimer Parade, Ayimer Road 
London NZ." "“O1-868 €9T3) 01-348 2030 


SARGENT & 
BROOKER 
Sole UK distributors for the Craylord 


MERCEDES ESTATE CAR 
147-149 London Road, 
East ad, Sussex 
Tel: East Grinstead 23678/0. 


ROADSTER, ‘Tonneau, radio. Real 
Siaze as 
ROADSTER. Overdrive, wires, otc 
yy superb throughout. In blaze E1226 


AUSTIN 1800 ‘S’ 1970 


Blueprinted engine, twin carbs, genuine 
20,000 miles, 5 brand new ZXs, usual 


extras. Snowberry white. Beautiful condi- 


tion throughout, professionally maintained. 
A. genuine §-seater, high speed car at 
only £725 ono. 
Tel : 01-636 0625 (day), 
(01-736 2893 (night) 
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SIMON JAMES MOTOR LTD. ee ce! | TVR 3000M, 1973 


RIMINGTON, CLITHEROE ‘ooo “me |S Be8_g: Burgundy with black trim, fitted radio, 
Quolity Cors for the Connoisseur eh 2 re sun’ roof ‘and HAW, ‘AutoVita | tuned 
ee] engine. Only 4,000 m.lés. As new, factory 

built and cost new £2650. Seon anywhere 


£1795 


Chris, 01-722 1795 (evenings) 


ie eee DATSUN 240 Z SPORTS 1972 Why not sell 

i White, black trim. 5-speed box. your sports car 
HRW. Tax June 1974. Today's price. 

BS FaluMen rasa £2800. Cheapest ever, £1596. on tl 


HP, part exchange available " 
gy a Tel: 061-428 6301 (day), Tel: AUTOSPORT 
Tel: Garage—GISBURN 535 061-224 5878 (evening) 01-636 3600 
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AUTOCROSS CARS | 


HILLCLIMB CARS 


HISTORIC SPORTS CARS 


RACING SALOONS 


MODSPORTS CARS 


16 valve twin-cam Lotus/Blydenstein engine 
producing 238 bhp. Fuel injection. Dry Sump. Four 
speed close ratio gearbox. Full race suspension, limited 
slip differential. 10” front and 12” rear Minilites with 
Goodyear slicks. Fibre glass body sections including 
spoilers front and rear. Complete spare set of wet tyres 
with wheels. 

Outright winner Scottish Saloon Car Championship 
1973, Class winner 1972. Eleven outright wins this 
season, three Class lap records. 

This car is immaculate, having just been exhibited 
at the Scottish Motor Show. The engine and gearbox 
were completely rebuilt prior to the last race meeting 
and the car is ready to race and win Special Saloon 
events. Miscellaneous spares available. Delivery arranged 
anywhere in the UK 

For further details contact Bill Dryden, SMT, 
Roseburn Street, Edinburgh, Tel: 031-229 2488 
(evenings tel: Aberlady 296) 
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Tim Reynolds 
RALLYCROSS MINI CLUBMAN 


Specifications include : 


135 bhp fuel injected 1293cc power unit. F/c. 3 
synchro gearbox, LSD, an alloy rear subframe and 
many spare wheels, etc. 


FULL SPECIFICATION ON REQUEST. 
£950 ono. 
Tel : Cambridge 860281 


YA aldon MINIequipment A 


3 c 
‘ot "cockpit dimenaione "and wily 


McLaren M0, 
SOA engine 


On BEST CASH. "OFFER BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
Yel Maidenheod 27525 


CHEVRON 


For Sale or Part Exchange for Formula 
Atlantic, Group 1 or 2 saloon or Interesting 
Road car. 


CHEVRON B.32 spec. with 1930 F.V.C.B. built 

by Alan Smith, Vented Discs All Round, fitted 

unused Firestones, wets & slicks. Due to busi- 

ness commitments this car has only competed 

in 4 club races and is now offered complete 
with John Reid 4-wheel trailer. 


Please contact: Arthur Collier, Bunclody, 
Co. Wexford, Sth. Ireland. 


Tel: Carlow 41704/41938 day, 
Enniscorthy 7106 night. 


ROYALE RPITA F3 Ex-works Car 


CAVENDISH BRIDGE, SHARDLOW, DERBY. TELEPHONE SHARDLOW 402 


race-winning GRO, 
tow ‘been fully, overhaul 
a a 


FORMULA FORD TITAN Mk. 6 


with spare wheels, tyres, gear ratios, etc. 
£1,250 
Apply : 

W. R. ANDERSON MOTORS LTD, 
31/33 Buxton Road, Hazelgrove, 
Stockport, Cheshire. 

Tel: 061-483 6271. 


COUGAR 73F Formula Ford 


WINS THIS YEAR 
1ST TATE of Lecbs NORTHERN CHAMPIONSHIP 
INGHAM ‘COAKER 
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A. W. BROWN RACING 
Offer 


LOLA 1330 1973 


DES DONNELLY’S IRISH CHAMPIONSHIP WINNING CAR 


Complete in every way. Completely rebuilt since last 
race, immaculate in every detail, complete with slicks, 
wets etc. 

8.1 CAN/AM ENGINE 


As new condition. Original cost in excess of £6000. 
Offers in the region of £2750. 


Any road or race car taken in part exchange. No sensible cash offer refused. 
Always available, large selection of Rolls-Royces, Silver Shadows, Bentleys, from 1970-1973. 


MICK HILL'S GROUP 1 CAPRI BRABHAM BT 36 


_EX TRICENTROL RACING 


Rolling chassis. Ideal Formula Atlantic—Libre 
—Formula 2. Complete with spare drive 
shafts, discs, uprights, radius rods, shock 
absorbers and disc pads. 

£1300 ono 


Phone Bob, 0224 24170 


OWNER/DRIVER EMIGRATING 
necessitates sale of 
“For the taf tight boys: 0-60... 6 secs, 135+ mph. ROYALE R.P.16. 
Blueprinted 173 bhp Brosdspeed engine, ultra competitive This complete car was brand new in September with Scholor 


equipe for next year's British Saloon Car Championship. engine, Hewland Mk 8 gearbox, Willans seat belt, Torenos, etc. 


Immaculate car with new road tyres. Also sets of wets and akin a nO ee 
drys. Would next year's champion (reg. November, 1971) ‘This car is only 2 races old and has never been damaged in any 


way. 
ed OEE re oases Also available Don Parker trailer complete set up £1850 
Part exchange on Trans-Am or Stingray possible. 
£1200. 


Tek: Norwich 867295 after 7 p.m. 
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Renault 12 Gordini Porsche Carerra Rs Lightweight 


New May 1973, fully prepared to works spec in 
Group II, short gearbox, Bilsteins, full sumpguard, roll 


August 72 fully prepared to full works spec, to Group 
ll, 160 bhp engine, short gearbox, LSD, Halda, etc 
0-60 time 7.15 seconds. Various spare parts available 
including 12 alloy wheels. Car was rebuilt 2000 miles cage, lights, Halda, seats, etc. LHD. 


ago 
£1700 £6950 or tax free, £5900. 


Tel. RUISLIP 30987 
FOR SALE 


Roger Williamson's 1972 Championship car, complete. 
Holbay engine and wets, etc. TK Bedford Transporter 
for same. 2 berth. Fully fitted living qua 

class condition. 

Also Crosslé Formula 3, ex-works car, driven by Brian 
Nelson. Ginetta” G16A rolling chassis. Beautiful 
condition. 1st Kirkistown, 2nd. Silverstone only to 
Alistair McCowan's 7-litre CanAm car. Spare’ set 
whools. 


Tel: Witham (Essex) 2961 


Contact 
MOFFETTS CAR SALES, 
Brougham Street, Belfast 15, Tol : Belfast 744869, 


ive short 


MIKE PARKER offers 2 of the most compet! 
stroke 850cc Minis available 


‘One being the ex Patrick Motors Group Mini. Fullhouse Longman, The other one being very similar, built from virtually 

short stroke, big valve head, 3 branch, split 45s, all steel, forged all brand new parts. 51mm s/s, 8-port injected all straight 

pistons, Opus ignition. This engine currently holds several lap records, cut, 1B 19s and Dunlops on Minilites. Both these cars 
‘are’ immaculate. Please telephone 


including Brands, Thruxton. 


Shell has raised bulkhead, aluminium floor, prefabricated sills and 
tubular steel floor. Fibreglass roof, je. paneis, rear, boot, front, wet 
and dry Firestones, 6" Minilites. May spiit. 


MIKE PARKER at GODALMING 23811 (day) WENTWORTH 2567 (eve) 
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= carey 
GT-40 FORD 
Mk |, mint new condition, Webers, ZF 5-speed, 
Borrani 


Tel : Herb Wetson, 516-561-9544, 
VALLEY STREAM, NEW YORK, USA 


COSTIN AMIGO 


New 1971, raced at Le Mans by Lord/Hart. Motoring 
News class winner with Gerry Marshall, fitted fresh Hart 
2-litre engine on Webers. L.S.D. Overdrive, bag tank, 
Graviner, carbon fibre bodywork, etc. 
RARE, VERY ATTRACTIVE AND COMPETITIVE 
£1,195 
HP arranged and part exchange considered. 
Chris Marshall, SMG LTD., 
56/58 Barnes High Street, SW13. 
01-876 9245. 


GRYPHON 


This immaculate car has done two races only and is fitted with a 160 bhp crossflow motor, cr 
gearbox and is available with a set of B36 wets and a set of B33 drys. Complete and ready to race, 


including an independent trailer, £2200. 


Jack Hugh, 12 Shiel Walk, Livingston, West Lothian, Scotland. 
Home : Livingston 33559. Office : Livingston 31177. 


LOW COST RACING LTD. 


‘Are you # householder? 

MW not, do you know # householder who will guarantee # loan for you? 
Do you have # bank eccount? 

Have you got # good credit record? 

Wil you inaure the car whilst not actually racing it? 


25% deposit and balance aver 12 months, 18 months or 
Imm low £1000), 


LOW COST RACING LTD, 
WRECCLESHAM ROAD (A325) FARNHAM, SURREY 
Tel: Farnham (02513) 6666, 9.30 a.m. to 6 pm. 


1972 BRABHAM BT 38 
FORMULA 2 


Complete with Hewland FT200 box. Aerofoil. Choice 
of alternative noses, with front or side mounted 
radiators. Superb order. Little used and never 
shunted. Price less engine £1850. 


Tel: Maidenhead 27523 any time. 
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offer 
Their successful 1973 Trojan 101 Rolling Chassis 
with spares. 


Contact: Ian Ward, Medway 364456. 
Erie Seal 01-669 2733. 
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RACING TEAM AAW SELLS 
PORSCHE 917-10 
TURBO 5000cc 


4th BOC, 3rd Wella Championship, Complete with Mk 9 
gearbox and Rowland engine as raced throughout season. 
Just rebuilt and offered for sale at £1800. 


Tel: Stephen South, 01-607 6484 (day time) 


The winning car of the Interserie only driven 
by Leo Kinnunen. We intend to enter Formula 
1 and will sell this car for a fair price. 


Following extras will be included : 


1973 ROYALE RP16 
complete with Rowland engine, used twice since 


—1 spare engine, —14 wheels complete service by makers, a spare chassis, four 
5000cc spare wheels and several useful spares. We'll paint 
—all gear ratios The car can be seen in it in your colours and deliver anywhere in the UK 


—lots of other spares Germany. 


Ready to race, £1759 ono. 


For more details contact 


Mr Hannu Kahi, Racing Team AAW, 
01700 Kivisté, Finland. 
Tel : Helsinki 896 797. 
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BALANCING ENGINES. ened FINANCIAL 


IWR ENGINES Geansoxes 


FORD and BLMC 
Send SAE for spect & price list 
IAN WALKER CONVERSIONS 
Dept. AS, 236 Woodhouse load, London N12 
Tel; 01-368 6281/4 


Call: Mike Keegan (0702) 48601 
Rupert Keegan 01-636 9754 
Jeremy Keegan (0702) 547791 


HEWLAND 
GEARBOXES 


15 —REPAIRS—NEW ANO S/H SPARES 


‘agents end stockists for Howland spares, 


Febuilds to/from 
Sha'S/n ‘Gemrboxes Yor aie with part exchange 
Sn your off Newland "required 


RACING GEARBOX CENTRE 


‘24 Oldbury. Place. London, Wi 
‘Tel: 01-838 6781 (24-hour Ansatone). 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
364 CRICKLEWOOD LANE, LONDON. NW2 205 
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DON PARKER MOTORS Linea Sport FPT 


MANUFACTURER OF 

DRIVON CAR TRANSPORTER TRAILERS SAFETY, ) The original shatterproof visors 
Beate secre LEEEEYONGD 3 san, 

Quickness 


griffin PROTECT YOUR BODY, HEAD AND FACE WITH TOTAL CONFIDENCE 
UK Distributors : Gordon Spice Ltd, 
42b Central Trading Estate, Staines, Middx. Tel: Stai 


ENGINES & SPARES 


FVC 1800 rebuilt. 2-htre BDE rebuilt. 1930 Rally BDA on 
Webers. "1600 rally twin/cam on 45 Webers, Holbay F/3 
twin/cam injected.’ Vegantune F/3 twin/cam rebuilt. Atiantic 
Richardson BDA £250 rebuild. Choice 2 other Richardson 


12 models : 2-Wheel Trailers from 10 cwt to 16 cwt 
capacity. 4-Wheel Trailers from 16 cwt to 2 ton 
capacity. 

SPARES AND TOWING BRACKETS TRADE AND RETAIL 


Works : SANGORA ROAD DBA Ationtics. BRM steel twin/cam 178 bhp on 459. FVA 
Showrooms : 113 St JOHN’S HILL, ixaghiSes 

LONDON SW11 1SY. Tel: 01-228 7327. FVA cronk. FVC crank. BDA steel crenk. BDA STO crank 
Near Granada cinema, Clapham Junction. 1000c6 ‘steel crank. FVC head. BDA big valve head. BMW 


2-itre full race Allan Smith head, BDG head rebuilt. 1600 c/flow 
head and valves. Twin/cam big valve head. New BDA pistons 
85.6 mm. New BDA stool rods. FVC 18/1900 pistons, FVC/FVA 
rods used. Cosworth dry sump pumps. F/2 twin plate 
clutches. F/3 clutch and flywheel. Hewland FT adaptor plates, 
BDA alloy dry sump pans new. Twin/cam alloy dry sump 
pan. Brabham ‘rack complete and radiator. Clubmans 1600 all 
Stoo! engine d/draught stripped. 


Lotus 41, 1000cc Screamer, original condition. 
Brabham ‘29-38, FT box, exceptional condition. 


. D. H. RACING 


2 ASHBROOK RD., BOLLINGTON, NR. MACCLESFIELD, 
CHESHIRE 


BOLLINGTON (0625) 74022 


HEWLAND GEARBOXES FOR SALE 


1x new FGA inboard brake 

1 x new FFord Mk 9 inboard brake 

1 x S/H Mk 8 rebuilt, 5 speed, LSD, 8/31 or 9/31 
cwPe £250 ~ 

1 x S/H Mk 8 rebuilt, FFord specification, new 9/31 
cwPe £195 

1.x S/H FT 200, rebuilt, 9/31 CWP, etc £350 


RACING GEARBOX CENTRE, 
24 Oldbury Place, London, W1. 
Tel: 01-935 6781. 


SEND 13p FOR BROCHURE. DOUBLE REFUND ON PURCHASE 


TO ALL BODYSHOP FOREMEN 


ts you, please 
GENERAL SERVICE MANAGER. 


HEXAGON OF HIGHGATE 


Bodyworks Department. 


Secondhand Hewland FG gearbox. Inboard sideplates. 

Oil pump. Overhauled and ready for use £450 
Also 

secondhand FG-FT gi 


Apply 


TYRRELL RACING ORGANISATION 
Long Reach, Ockham, 
Woking GU23 6PE. 


Phone: Ripley 2525/6 


HIGH QUALITY SPHERICAL ROD ENDS 


at £5.50. 


all ré 


(26159) 


WANTED — MIDDLESEX OR BUCKS 


— FREEHOLD PROPERTY for cash purchase. Suitable 
are Un 20 for enthusiast to store 12 cars and maintain same. 
bre ones [aye [eve A small dwelling with outbuildings on own land 

ing Fee ngmer ieee Pe would be ideal. Age and condition of property unim- 
Grohe eathreds. we. aoe Tae ees] portant. Write with full details in first instance to: 
horse unr [ane] eo7e AoG Brouaaee 


phon Cars, Somersham Road, St. Ives, Hunts. 
on ‘Tel: St Ives (0480) 64829 


c/o 71 Welldon Crescent, Harrow, Middlesex. 
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AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 
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SPORTS CAR INSURANCE 


Se fren oes medi FR 


‘STEERING WHEELS 


"STICKERS 


BUSS A PULL SORA Shine alee Seton, on 


Gatamatcn 


Meet ie partact ait with 


SERVICES 


aurosrony salt! 


RACEWEAR 
MoE, Provan and Maen 


Be eae © 


meith 7 


WANTED. 


SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 


4D spmacels 


For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tok: 01-749 1391/2 
Thetharot Yorat bo Peat 


Aarpat ssn TLS Btane ein tam cr STotaneny Pose, Condens Wie Tors 145 eT, 


WORKSHOP SPACE 
St og or or 


oy AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 113, 1975 


Sports and Performance Cars 47-52 


YOUR CHANCE TO 


DRIVE A RACING CAR 


S.H.A.R.! Ps: RACING WITH ASHTUNE 
Tels 0273 35348 


AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 
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* Autosport Market Place 52-55 


1.A.S. RACING TEAM 


have available a 2-litre engine and 5-speed gearbox as used 
in John Turner's very successful Escort 
The engine is 2 BRM 4 cam VB built to BRMs meticulous 
specification and includes dry sump equipment, Lucas fuel 
injection via sliding throttles, Opus transistorised ignition and 
twin plated clutch. Brake ‘sheet and. installation drawings 
available. 
The gearbox is a ZF S-speed and includes a Broadspoed first 
and feverse lock out lever. 
These two items can be supplied with all engine mountings, 
exhaust pipes, two piece prop shaft, starter and all other 
Sundry installation equipment for £1 
Also available a 1972 BMW Tii 2002, £1800. 

Tel: Bath 0225-29471 


[GEOFF RICHARDSON 
ENGINEERING LTD. 


Offer for sale 


Two late 1973 2-litre BDA Formula 2 engines, 
both used for one race only, just been com- 
pletely rebuilt by us. 

For information and all 1974 Formula Atlantic, 
BDA engines and all enquiries 

Contact : Geoff Richardson Engineering Ltd 
12 Industrial Estate 

Kimbolton Airfield 

Hunts 

Tel: Kimbolton 733 


If you are a rally specialist or 
have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 


FORD MARK IV TYPE BODY PANELS 


Fibreglass mouldings as illustrated, £385 per set. 
Individual ID on request. 


Andrew Gambell, 3a Willington Street, Maidstone, Kent. 
Tol : Maidstone 39931 


[| WANTED 


ZF Gearbox 5 DS10 
also Rad for Lotus 25 


Tel. Leicester (0533) 881543 


Ce are 
( Murray Sandman ) Invite you 


to view his 1974 range of “Fashion — racewear at the 
Festival of Speed, Alexandra Palace, January 1st to 6th. 
s designed for rally, racing and dragster drivers 
underwear and gloves. 
‘our fabulous new drivers ” Kit 
weralls. 
y fo discuss, your toam requirements 


bags and our 


including Owen Hayward's STP 


Houndog-Digger. 
Tel: 01-675 1421 


“Funny-car” and team the 


ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT 


Sports and Performance Cars 47-52 


IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE YOUR COM- 
PANY’S PRODUCTS ON THIS 
PAGE 
please telephone 


01-636 3600 ex 152 
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V.W. DERRINGTON LTD. 


FOR ALL 


WEBER CARBURETTERS 


188-161 London Road. Kingston 5621/2 
Sore, ¢ 
re crrnainnnnne 


Autosport Market Place 52-55 


PORSCHE 


Accessories and secondhand spares 
for 911/912/914 


CHASSIS SUPPLIERS GUIDE 


MERLYN 


COLCHESTER RACING DEVELOPMENTS LTD 
Little Bentley, 
Colchester, Essex 
Tel: Great Bentley 307/535 
Cables: Merirace Colchester 


ARCH MOTOR 
& MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. 


REDWONGS WAY TRADING ESTATE 
HUNTINGDON, HUNTS 
Tel.: 0480 4502/51116 


‘Speciatists in the construction of both monocoque and tubuler 
racing car chassis in production quantities. 


Complete sheet metal work and welded fabrication service to 
the motor and motor vacing industries. Painting and stove 
‘onamoliing. Chassis repair service. 


MAKERS OF BEAUTIFUL BODIES 


SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LTD. 


MANUFACTURERS, DESIGNERS AND 
STYLISTS IN GLASS REINFORCED PLASTIC 


ists in prototype aluminium racing bodies. Monocoque 
far aerofoils, Nascar fuel churns, 
ars, Argon arc and all types of welding 

‘and sheet metalwork. 


RAPID MONOCOQUE CHASSIS REPAIR SERVICE 
2/3 Thane Works, Thane Villas, London, N7 


HEWLAND ENGINEERING LTD. 


All Howland gearboxes, Cortina fimited slip differentiate. 
Manufacturers ‘of racing gearboxes for the motor racing 
industry. We oan supply anything from @ Formula Ford to a 
Group 7 gearbox. Contact us at 
Boyn Valley Industrial 
Boyn Valley Road, 


|, Borks. 
Tol: Maidenhead 32033 (6 tines) 


THE ABOVE IS ONLY INTENDED AS A GUIDE AND IS NOT A FULL LIST 


Classification heading 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 


peer teen) 


For office use only 
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Cibié lamps put an even band oflight exactly where it should be for real night safety. Cibié takes a 
Quartz Halogen bulb that gives you power and to spare and combines it with a reflector and 
glass of uniquely efficient design. That’s what guarantees the evenness of Cibié lighting. Cibié 
faces every lamp with lead-crystal glass for brilliant clarity, just to make sure that your lighting 
will never let you down, especially in those dangerous moments of night driying. 


Cibié are specialists. They make only one product—a range of motor lighting that has set new 
safety standards, They cost the little more that you would expect to pay for better technical 
design and top performance. They give you an easier, safer drive—and go on giving! Small 
wonder manufacturers and the rally and racing champions rely on Cibié. 


HERTFORDSHIRE 
Official Cibie Distributors for Hertfordshire 


CIBIE DISTRIBUTORS IN SCOTLAND 


LARGE STOCKS HELD OF LAMPS & PARTS 


FITTING AND BEAM SETTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE. 


KERR-BRIDGLAND LTD 


| 52 Westfield Road, 


SPORTSTUNE (Accessories) 


10 BRANDON TERRACE 
EDINBURGH 


Tel: 031 556 3507 


Harpenden, We are also Scottish Distributors for: 
Hertfordshire. ALEYBARS, KONI, SPEREX, FIAMM 
ALS 4HW SPEEDWELL, BROWN & GEESON, 


Tel: Harpenden (05827) 62575 CORBEAU & RESTALL 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 


SLOUGHSPEED 


STOCKISTS OF CIBIE 


WHEELS 


1 MANSFIELD ROAD 


NOTTINGHAM 
Tel: NOTTINGHAM 45353 


298 HIGH STREET 
SLOUGH 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
Tel: (75) 31643 


We also stock 
CORBEAU — ASTRALIA 
ALLOY WHEELS — ROLL CAGES 


We also stock a large range of 
ROAD, RACE AND RALLY EQUIPMENT 


CIBIE IN KENT 


PIT STOP ACCESSORIES PIT STOP ACCESSORIES 
9 CARLTON PARADE, 149 CROYDON ROAD, 
ORPINGTON, KENT BECKENHAM, KENT 

Tel: 66-24035 Tel: 01-650-1941 


Large range of Cibie lights and spares carried in stock. 
Please contact us with your Lighting problems, we carry a vast range of Competition and 
Do-It-Yourself Accessories. All the Leading Brands. 


When you fit Michelin Radials to your 
car—no matter what make or model 

it is- remarkable changes come 

over it... 

—in positive cornering 

—in tidy acceleration 

—in controlled braking 

— in bitingly efficient roadholding 

Drive Michelin Radials through the 
filthiest conditions —and get the confidence 
of their roadholding. For speeds upto 
113 m.p.h. ~drive a Michelin ZX and 

for speeds up to 

Check with your 
Fit Michelin Radials and improve 

your car’s performance ~ and its trade-in 
value-on the spot 

For further information on Michelin Radials 
- the ZX, the XAS, XWX and XM_Storite 
10: Technical Information, Michelin Tyre Co. 
Lid., 81 Fulham Road, London, SW'3 6RD. 


Suppliers to 13 Drivers World 
Championships since 1959 


1959 COOPER Jack Brabham 


aN 


1960 COOPER Jack Brabham 


1966 BRABHAM Jack Brabham 


ah 


E) 


1967 BRABHAM Denny Hulme 


1969 MATRA Jackie Stewart 


1970 LOTUS Jochen Rindt 
hele 
= ~s Ee. 


1971 TYRRELL Jackie Stewart 


1972 JPS. Emerson Fittipaldi 
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1973 F1 Season: Last year of Stewart 


Formula 1 Seasonal Survey by PETE LYONS 


Ronnie Peterson sweeps through the streets of Barcelona ahead of Denny Hulme, Francois Cevert, Jackie Stewart, Jean-Pierre Beltoise and Niki 


Lauda. 


To express it simply, the 1973 Grand Prix season was: the Third 
Year, and the Last Year, of Jackie Stewart. 

He had to fight for his third World Championship. Some observers 
had suggested he was beyond his peak, but every time he climbed 
into his Elf Tyrrell Ford, whether to race or merely to test, he 
demonstrated that his prowess was at its maximum. He won five 
GPs—a third of the year’s total—two of them so thoroughly they 
were complete Stewart dominations from start to finish. He also won 
the single non-championship F1 round he entered. In virtually every 
other race he was strongly in contention at some stage at least, and 
even on those occasions when his car was unmatched to the circuit 
he still put every nerve-end of his brilliant ability into driving. 

One could always see this. His style was such that his effort was 
visible; he was smooth, precise, consistent, but the work he was do- 
ing always showed. The car would twitch and skitter and his hands 
were a red-gloved blur, and by the quick darting glances of his 
helmet and the careful selection of line and pattern one could sense 
much of what were presented to the driver as adversities. These he 
faced without reservation. From watching him drive, it was impos- 
sible to guess that early in the season he had decided, privately, that 
it would be his last. 


2 


In Argentina he played an excellent 
protective game on behalf of his teammate 
Francois ‘Cevert against the defending 
‘Champion Emerson Fittipaldi, until a puncture 
dropped him from position, in Brazil, despite 
his car being hopelessly unsuitable, he drove at 


ferocious one hundred per cent effort in chase 
of Fittipaldi. In South Africa a brake failure 
in practice sent him off into catch-fencing and 
a wall at high speed, but within minutes he 
had put aside the shock and qualified 
Cevert’s car, and in the race after slipping 
through a multh-car accident he won with 
astonishing ease. At Silverstone he stayed on 
the road during @ snowstorm that sent leader 
Ronnie Peterson spinning off and won 
despite a slow puncture. In Spain he was in 
second place when another brake failure 
nearly caused another crash (it was Fittipaldi’s 
turn to win on a flat tyre!). In Belgium he 
was a leading voice in a general rebellion of 
drivers against a demonstrably improper track 
surface, yet he settled down to race anyway, 
and won, and then said his victory didn't 
change matters, the track surface was still 


improper. At Monaco, in his favourite Grand 
Prix, he was unmatched from the first lap of 
practice to the last lap of the race; he even 
had the ability to toy with the flercely 
pursuing Fittipaldi at the end, and in every 
Way it Was a auppy storyoook weekend for 
this man who Is so alive to the ambiance of 
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Monte Carlo. 
Next was Sweden, and Stewart was locked 
in a tense chase with the John Player Special 
and Yardley McLaren teams when again his 
brakes failed. In France he started from pole 
and was hotly embroiled with the same 
opposition when a puncture required he 
‘stopped in the pits ; when he rejoined he drove 
his hardest and worked up to fourth by the 
end, striving for the points that put him ahead 
of Fittipaldi (who retired in a shunt), In 
Britain he jumped from fourth on the grid 
to first past the surprised Peterson in two 
corners—then the race was stopped by a 
mighty accident amongst those behind. At 
the restart Jackle found the JPS driver more 
of a problem, but nonetheless felt he would 
still be able to get by and win, and started 
to try—when a gear selection fault gave him 
second instead of fourth on a downchange 
and sent the Tyrrell weaving wildly off to 
the inside of the track. A stop was required 
to set the deranged nosepiece back in place, 
and here before his home crowd was one of 
the very few times Stewart did not give his 
absolute best in a come-from-behind drive— 
because to do so would have interfered with 
a great four-car struggle for the lead, amidst 
which he found himself when rejoining. 

‘The win that set him above the total wins 
of all other World Championship drivers came 
in Holland when Peterson blew up his car, but 
it was marred nearly at the start by’ the 
fatal accident to Roger Williamson which 
cast a joyless pall over the victory celebra- 
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tions. later 
demonstration of 


matched on 


A week 


driving 
the circuit 


Carlos Reutemann had a 


‘oni heads his much improved team-mate Niki Lauda. 


in Germany, 
red his fifth GP win of the yet 


that 
that 


went 
Presents 


after @ 


Grivers their greatest challenge, the Nurburg- 


ring. 
The rest of his series went somewhat 
downhill. In Austria his car was again 


unable to stay with the JPS team, although 
he persevered with his personal best effort 
and came second at the end. It was enough 
to virtually assure his title on points, and 
clinching it came three weeks later in Italy, 
There he finished fourth after an outstanding 
catch-up drive from 20th place following & 
stop to change a punctured tyre, The Grand 
Prix of Canada, which he had dominated last 
year, was cast into shambles this time by a 
change in weather conditions and the in- 

urate deployment of a pace-car; Stewart 
was besides all this not really in the hunt and 
ended up fifth. It was his last race. In practice 
for the United States GP Francois Cevert 
was killed, and Ken Tyrrell withdrew the 

It would have been the triple champions 
100th Grand Prix, but with an announcement 
4 week later he voluntarily ended his career 
at 99—and 27 victories, It was a record 
lunequalled since the inception of the formal 
World Championship, and one that cannot 
even be approached for some years, In 
retiring when he did, at the unquestionable 
top of his form after a season in which he 
won repeatedly in fair battle, he took # 
decision that apart from any’ practical. or 
personal reasons was right artistically, Few 
men in any sport have been able to close 
thelr careers on such satisfactory a note 
Jackie Stewart's last season cements him 
firmly amongst the very greatest. in motor 
racing history. 

Of course, there was much else of note 
about the 1973 season, It was a long, gruel 
ing. schedule with three more major races 
than the year before, and there was racing 
enough for many memorable drivers, Broadly 
it. was, as in. 1972, a two-man struggle 
between Stewart and Fittipaldi, A year ago, 
Stewart missed a race and was off form In 
others because of an ulcer, This time it was 
Fittipaldi’s turn to have a physical handicap. 
In practice at Zandvoort a proprietary wheel 
collapsed in a corner and sent the JPS hard 
Into a barrier ; the injuries to the tendons of 
his right foot ‘certainly cost Emerson his fair 
chances of defending his Championship tn 
the latter half of the season, 

In the first part of the year the Brazitian 
won three out of six and finished the others 
in the first three, At home in South America 
he won both at Buenos Aires, after Stewart 
fell back out of the way and gave him a clea 
shot at Cevert, and again in his own city of 
Sto Paulo where the John Player Specials 

uniquely at home on the rough. tracl 

‘They were less well tuned to the 
Kyalami circuit, where Fittipaldi nevertheless 
put up the fastest race lap in an unrelenting 
Tong chase of Peter Revson's Yardley McLaren 
for second place. 


Oliver. 
Obviously Emerson Fittipaldi was not going 


depended on his winning all three of the final 
je Stewart finished very low down 
Monza the nl 


Fittipaldi by to 
aint, Kagean 


ene people thought at 
1 


a ninth plac 


Denny Hulme's Yardle 


4 AUTOSPORT SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


fortunes, Ronnie started the year with 
retirements from four of the first five events, 
but then in succession scored a third, a 
second, and won his first ever GP victory in 
France. He went on to win three more times 
(ut also to retire three more times) and came 
fa close third in the championship, With his 

ine pole posi ‘and the fact he was 
‘almost. always t while he was 
funning—Ronnie Peterson lead 11 of the 1S 
Grands Prix of 1973!—he established by 
record what most people had predicted. on 
form: that “SuperSwede" was going to 
emerge some day ax one of the true greats. 

The tragic death of Francois Cevert at 
Watkins Glen robbed motor racing of one 
who was just on the verge of establishing 
@ top. rank position, A. skilled, controlled, 
intelligent young man, he scored six fine 
second places this year, three of them as 
back-up to his team leader. In several races— 
Argentina, Belgium, Monaco—he showed 
Startling brilliance in the early stages and 


there were some excellent catch-up drives as 
well. His two retirements from 14 starts were 
due not to breaking the car but to involve 
ments with other drivers and while trying 
to overtake. He was frequently second or 
third on the grid, and in fact four times he 
qualified faster than Stewart, Of course in 
his sports car drives with he was out: 
standing. As late in the sei ‘Austria he 
was holding second place in the GP 
championship behind Stewart, and it was 
widely anticipated that upon Jackie's retire 
ment (whenever it should come). Francois 
would come into his own as Tyrrell team 
leader where his clean style and disciplined 
ability might well make him a consistant 
winner. His loss was a big blow to the sport, 
but perhaps the saddest part of it was thai 
he never quite had the chance to prove 
himself on Number One terms 


‘The two Yardley McLaren drivers Peter 
Revson, with two GP wins, and Denny Hulme, 
with one this year, took’ fifth and. sixth in 


Frangols Cevert had his best ever season until he was tragically billed at Watkins Glen. 


wD 


oonkre4 
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the title chase, emphasising that there were 
three major teams at the very top of the 
sport. With Jody Scheckter, who was always 
@ force in the five races he drove for. the 
team (he lead the first two, but retired from 
all five) the Kiwis were almost always in 
serious contention. The M23 drivers lead four 
Grands Prix as well as at Brands Hatch, and 
in several other races they were right Up 
inside the leading bunch. It was more often 
due to bad luck and smali-scale problems that 
they did not displace some of the Tyrrell and 
JPS men in the overall picture. Hulme gained 
the first GP pole of his entire career in the 
new M23's debut In South Africa and looked 
Vike “winning easily, until punctures from 
debris left over fromthe big accident dropped 
him back to fifth. His finest hour came. in 
Sweden, where he started sixth and spent 
the first part of the race merely hanging on 

the background; a pit stop almost came 
about when his throttles were jammed by 
dust, but just before the point of decision 
they’ suddenly freed and’ Denny put his 
bearish head down, switched off the rev 
limiter, and set the fastest race lap catching 
up to the leaders, He was right up with them 
all, looking for a way by, when one by one 
they suddenly dropped back with assorted 
troubles and he won. Revson's first victory 
in his two years of Grand Prix racing (neg- 
lecting his period in the old Ij-litre formula) 
came at the British round, where he put 
Pressure on Peterson all the way and passed 

to the lead when the JPS man, with dodgy 
handling, slacked off on a briefly damp track 
surface. His second win was less convincing, 
obscured as it was by the confusion attending 
the Canadian race, but in the middle of all 
the controversy, before the official. decision, 
Revvie was stalwartly confident of the results. 
He knew who had won, 


These were the consistently noticeable 
drivers, but in the long season from January 
to October many others earned space in the 
spotlight. There was James Hunt, undoubtedly 
the pleasant surprise of the year, who showed 
skill and maturity—not to mention a turn 
‘of speed—that astonished everyone, The Hes- 
keth March emerged to be a real force, usually 
the quickest car on “the other” brand of 
tyres, and in his first Fl season the former 
“James Shunt" finished sixth in his second 
race in France, a very close fighting fourth 
in his third in’ Britain—where he set fastest 
lap—a fine third next time in Holland, and 
after a less happy interval bounced back to 
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AP Lockheed, 

AP Borg & Beck and 
AP Purolator 
helped Jackie Stewart 

win the 
World Championship. 


Jackie Stewart chose Lockheed brakes 
for his Formula 1 Tyrrell-Ford. 

He also chose a Borg & Beck clutch 
anda Purolator oil filter. 

Materials and designs for Lockheed 
brakes, Borg & Beck clutches, Purolator 
air, oil and fuel filters and Lockheed 
steering and suspension joints are tested in 
two of the toughest arenas you'll find. 

The race tracks of the world and the 
research departments of Automotive 
Products Limited. 

What this means to you is that like 
Jackie Stewart, and all other Formula 1 
drivers, you can have complete confidence 
in AP Products. 


Ps 
—ZaimN 
Automotive Products Ltd., Leamington Spa, Warwickshire. 


Manufacturers of Lockheed brakes, Borg & Beck clutches, 
Lockheed steering and suspension joints, Purolator filters and AP automatic transmissions. 


Jody Scheckter was extremel 


chase Peterson all the way through the USA 
race, set another fastest lap, and. finished 
second by less than a second. He only 
“shunted” once, in practice at Monza, (He 
did have a brush with a guardrail in testing 
fat Austria when a tyre lost pressure, and a 
Practice crash at Silverstone when a wishbone 
broke) 

Niki Lauda emerged as a very quick and 
determined young man, around the middle 
of the Year starting to show more speed than 
his two Marlboro-BRM team-mates. He had 
some fine drives, notably at Monaco, Silver 
Stone and Mosport (where he led) but there 
‘were a few nasty crashes, One of them, at the 
NUrburgring, wrote off ancther of GRM's 
many destroyed chassis and cau: 
Austrian to miss his own country's 
‘a broken wrist, But he persevered ani 
last few races showed he'd lost. none 
speed. Indeed, it may well be that had he not 
made two stops for tyre changes at Mosport 


New combination : George Follmer and the UOP 


apid at all times in th 


but didn 


hhe might have won the Canadian GP. Another This, in fact, is an aspect of the game which 
to shine several times was Carlos Pace, who Is difficult to see in bare records of races won 
at “Interlagos and Zandvoort moved his and lost. At various times things meshed 

Surtees-Fina from midfield to nearly the front properly for various drivers and. attention 
Fight at the start, and at the German and was drawn by Wilson Fittipaldi (Jean-Pierre 
Austrian "Rings did fastest race lap. Carlos Jarier, Clay Regazzoni, Chris Amon, Mike 
Reutemann was often impressive, with a couple‘ Hailwood, Howden Ganley, Jochen Mass, 

{ fourths ai rd. Jackie Tekx started the most everyone who participated this 
Brazilian GP from the front row, only to make had occasional moments when they 
a pit stop with a cut tyre; later when he if only with comparative brightnes: 
broke with Ferrari he did himself a power of ‘Of the 43 men who made at least one GP 
good by being very fast and running into third start in 1973, about 30 participated more or 
P ad of everything but the two Tyrrelis less regularly. Each one of them, even the 
Bt the Nurburgring in a borrowed McLaren. nes who did not score any points at all 

Graham Hill was occasionally able to show ‘had at least one day when everything clickes 
some of his old form in his Embassy Shadow, | when the car, the engine, the tyres, the team, 
especially at the French race. George the race circumstances, all. worked in such 
made his FI debut with honorable placings a way that these drivers were able to prove 
at Kyalami and Barcelona, while Jackie Oliver to themselves that they were legitimate Fl 
ften drove with fire and actually led Mos- drivers. Motor racing must surely be man- 
port, Unfortunately for all three men the  kind's most frustrating pastime. More often 


Shadows in thelr first year were troub) 


The 


season began 


but 


one of the many necessary elements 


some. than 
ailed off towards the end. 
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Jackie Stewart trying his hardest at Monaco (left), Jacky tekx had a miser: jerlagos, 
‘at least lasted the season with the team 


falters, but each of the regul 
back on this year and find so 


for facing their future with encourageme 
and confidence. 

‘Statistics can be a bore; an old saying 
observes that, Figures don't lie, but liaes 


ean figure!” But there was a large enough 
Quantity of racing this season to enable 
Some reasonable conclusions to be drawn from 
fa study of numbers, For one thing, none of 
the 15 GPs were won by anything other than 
a "kit car” using a Ford Cosworth engine 
‘and running on Goodyear tyres—this in con- 
trast to 1972, when there were five winning 
manufacturers using three different engines 
and two tyre brands, This year Firestone 
Started off well with a pole position for the 
first race (Regazzoni). On a couple of other 
‘occasions they had a car in the lead of a 
race, and several fastest laps were set by 


thelr drivers. But in terms of victories there 
Seemed to be only one “hot set up,” and 
those teams without It were (in retrospect) 
doomed to frustration, 

In fact of the 12 different marques con. 


testing the series only three were race win- 
ners. Team Lotus los: the drivers’ Champion. 
ship but they did earn the constructors’ title 
from ‘Tyrrell, 92 points to 82, seven wins 
to five, McLaren gained three victories and 58 
points. Brabham were hovering on the point 
Of success most of the season and finished 
fourth with 22. March with 14 just beat the 
12 each scored by BRM and Ferrari—curi 
ously enough, the best two of the three con: 
tenders who chose to build their own engines 
‘4nd transmissions. Next along trailed Shadow 
with nine as a result of this American firm's 
first season, then Surtees with seven, Iso 
with two and Tecno at only one, Ensign, the 
other newcomer, in six races did not score 
any points at all 

'So the best car on results seems to be the 
IPS, but a somewhat different picture emerges 
from a calculation of race retirements which 
indicates ‘something of how individual teams 
used their resources, One definitely wanted 
to be a Tyrrell driver this year if one was 
Interested in finishing races. Throughout the 
GP season there were a total of 350 starts 
made, and 155 retirements—a finishing ratio 
Of 56 per cent. Tyrrell cars started 30 times 
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If success is anything to go by, 
then Girling is 
the safe name to stop with. 


just bookeat 1978 


St 
SGIRLING 2. 


the best brakes in the world 
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in 14 races) and retired but three times— 
a 90 per cent finishing record. Two other 
teams came somewhat close to this, McLaren 
and Ferrari bringing 74 per cent of their 
Starters to the finish line. Is0 and Team Lotus 
beat the average with 61 and 60 per cent 
Fespectively—so from this point of view a 
JPS_was only the fifth most desirable car 
BRM with the most total starts (44) finished 
52 per cent of their cars, while the Ensign 


teams aggregated a figure of 47 per cent, just 
ahead of all Brabhams at 46." All Surtees 
drivers made it to the chequered flag 40 per 
cent of the time, while those who drove 
Marches totted up a 39 per cent finishing 
ratio, The Tecno was running at the end of 
Just One of its four events. Ranked in this way, 
there is only occasional correlation with the 
order on points earned—which suggests per 
haps that with better reliability such manu- 
facturers as Brabham and March could have 
threatened the Top Trio. 

(Certain teams may protest that their own 
records are better, that the percentage of 
thelr marque was’ dragged down by other 
entrants; similarly many retirements were not 
due to mechanical failure of the car. But 
manufacturers count points earned by any- 
‘one driving their chassis, so they must also 
‘accept losses suffered by anyone.) 

During the year it’ was interesting to 
watch how, as the circus moved from track to 
track, individual cars proved more or less 
competitive on the various surfaces and cir 
cult layouts, At Interlagos, for Instance, the 
JPS was by far the best car, handling the 
badly rippled surface with marvellous equa 
nimity and allowing the drivers to throw the 
car Into any attitude they pleased and sti 
maintain perfect balance. Yet at the next 
place, Kyalami, the long main straight found 
them’ as much as 14 mph down in maximum 
speed and no matter how much quicker they 
might have been through the twisty sections 
they could not prevent other cars going ahead 
on the straight and staying there. 

Indeed, this was a subtle change in FI tech: 
nique that emerged over the course of the 
Season: it became increasingly important 
to get along the straights quickly. Because as 
times goes on the “kit cars" become more 
ind more similar, their crews learning better 
and better how to prepare the basic standard 
its to give their best, the individual marques 
become more and more capable of the same 
Inp times. It used to be that one’s lap time 
around the circuit as a whole was the critical 
thing, and with the introduction of aerofoils 
and other downforce-producing devices all the 
emphasis was on going around corners 
quickly. But recently, as at Argentina, South 
Africa, Sweden, France, those cars with a 
bit more efficiency in a straight line have had 
a clear advantage. The new McLaren proved 
to be very fast on the straight: 
important at Kyalami and again at Ps 
Ricard. At Watkins Glen, James Hunt said. 
he was able to stay with Peterson's JPS 
Because of a significant speed advantage of 
the March on the straight. Thus, it became 
increasingly important for drivers to strike a 
balance between downforce (high wing angles) 
and low drag (which made the car feel less 
good in the corners), and for designers to 
draw up clean cars. 

‘Another subtle change was the decreasing 
advantage one car had over another in 
braking performance. As the brake designers 
from Girling, Lockheed and Ferodo improved 
their systems, and of course as the tyre 
designers made advances, drivers were able 
to go ever more deeply into the approaches 
to corners before lifting off, That meant that 
with every improvement, which spread 
throughout the entire entry field, there was 
simply less and less room in which to carry 
Out overtaking manoeuvres. More and more 
frequently, it, seemed, one heard drivers 
complaining, “There's ‘no place to overtake 
at this circuit." This growing situation re- 
enforced the ‘necessity to haye an aero- 
dynamically clean car on the straights—the 
arrangement of his standard masses became 
increasingly the designer's only way of beating 
‘his rivals, 

As the major aspects of racing ear perform- 
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Peterson leads Stewart, Pace. Cevert and Hunt in the opening stages of the Dutch GP. 
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Following the Dutch tragedy, the pace car rule was introduced and first tried during practice for the Austrian GP. 


ance became more and more 
emphasis was placed incre 

tuning of the smaller details 
istics of springs, of dampers, 


of wheel 
movement, the arrangement of weights and 
Gistribution of loads, and 0 on, into a grey 
World of only partially understood principles 
There was very little that was new technically 


in 1973. The greatest experiment 
the area of wheelbase and track 
GPS, Tyrrell, 180, Shadow) and only Ferrari 
took’ a second breacn and greatly modified a 
car at mid-season, There simply wasn't time 
during this very closely packed GP schedule 
to have second thoughts. (Providing the head. 

(ing. over a troublesome machine 
created any!) A car was either right at ihe 
beginning or it stayed inferior all the way 
through. 

‘As @ semi-serious diversion at Monza a 
large group of racing people, including mana- 
gers, mechanics, trades representatives, con- 
ucted a 24-mile foot race. It was something of 
a Frank Williams benefit, for the Iso-Marlboro 
manager runs every day of his life, bur a 
number of the drivers did well (Hunt 
second) and it pointed up that several of 
them had been doing physical training anyway 
during the summer. Time was that a driver 
would tell you, “Oh, just driving keeps me 
fit during the season,” but this season it 
didn’t seem to be enough. 

Tn a way it was fortunate there wasn’t much 
in the way of technical interest this year, 
because there was so much going on in the 
political arena. Until next year at any rate 1973 
Will be remembered as The Year of Contro- 
versy. There was for Instance an enormous 
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struggle for control of the financial side of the 
“sport between, basically, the entrants and 
the organisers. The Construciers Association 
wanted to be in the position of selling them: 
Selves as a package, like a travelling circus 
(which of course they are anyway) in order to 
force each race promoter to treat with tem 
fon equal—equally high—terms. There was 
formed Grand Prix International to represent 
the other side's concept of fair—ie, low— 
terms, and a giant confrontation was brewing 
up (Graham Hill and the Shadow organisation 
were caught up at cne point) when cne of 
the organising clubs, the Spanish, with their 
race fast approaching, capitulated _inde- 
pendently, GPI's influence folded and the 
entrants” apparently got’ everyching they 
wanted from every other organiser on indivi- 
dual arrangements, even the organisers of the 
British round who adamantly held out until 
very late in the day. 

Later on there was an infamcus scene in 
practice for the Belgian GP when existing 
CSI procedures were abandoned and because 
of the resurfaced Zolder track breaking 
the entire Grand Prix scene came to a grind- 
ing halt for hours as each side sat around 
waiting for the other to give in. Here again 
i was the organisers who finally relented 
and signed a paper 

‘The tragic and totally senseless death by 
fire of Roger Williamson at Zandvoort 
created a storm of controversy that swept 
ail of Europe. The highly public failure of the 
Dutch marshals to act created uneasiness in 
every branch of the sport, but more seriously 
it created questions in governmental agencies 


‘Those of us who do motor racing as a wi 
of life should not forget that to the world at 
large our sport appears to be an aberration. 
‘As long as motor racing remains reasonably 
unobtrusive i¢ will be allowed to continue, 
but the Dutch inferno reached into every 
television receiver on the planet. It would 
take very little in the way of a follow up to 
prompt the “do. gooders,” of whom there 
are an increasing number in this ever more 
homogenised world, to step in and protect us 
from ourselves. It is increasingly the temper 
of the times to eliminate individual freedoms 
in favour of group welfares; tho essentially 
individualistic nature of motor racing is in 
diametric oppesition to his. That's why we 
lke It—bur there are more of “them” than 

The worldwide shortage of petroleum fuels 
is another problem facing the future of 
motor racing. Already several countries have 
restricted purchases of petrol or banned 
private motoring at certain times, Even 
government officials are trying to cut their 
Personal uses of fuel, so you know they are 
taking it seriously! What will it mean to 
racing when, next spring, some ministry 
or other realises that just outside the capital 
city pershaps 10,000 private motorists are 
going to gather to watch the spectacle of 
two dozen 450 horsepower racing cars burn 
up—" waste "—upwards of 250 litres apiece 
‘of the very fluid that by its shortage is 
causing world wide crisis and local robberies 
‘at gunpoint (California, Germany) ? 

It ig not beyond the realm of possibility 
that the Last Year of Stewart could have 
been in fact The Last Year of Motor Sports 


13 


Congratulations to all of the 1973 winners: 
st Fl World Champion car constructors, 
otus, JPS Lotus 72D. 

1st World Championship Sports Prototypes, 
Matra Sports, MS 670. 

st Tasman Cup Series, Graham McRae, 
McRae GM1. 

Ist Le Mans 24 hours, Pescarolo/Larrousse, 
Matra MS 6708, 

1st Rothmans European F5000 Championship, 
Teddy Pilette, Chevron B24. 

st European F2 Championship, 

J.P Jarier, STP March 732 

1st John Player F3 Championship, 

Tony Brise, March 733. 

st Forward Trust F3 Championship, 

lan Taylor, Baty March 733 


Team 


Our wheel’ gone. 
along way ina short time. 


1st Lombard NC F3 Championship, 
Tony Brise, March 733. 

1st Shellsport Clubmans Championship, 
Richard Mallock, U2 Mk 12. 

.. and very many others. 

Since we introduced the Melmag wheel, it has 
chalked up an impressive record of successes. 
We could explain all the virtues of this championship- 
winning wheel-like the fact that it incorporates all 
the expertise of the largest UK producer of 
magnesium alloys. But we think the results speak 
for themselves. 

Fitted as standard equipment by seven Grand 
Prix teams in 1973, the Melmag wheel is 
available for all classes of formula racing car-from 
Formula 1 to Formula Ford-and is custom-built 
for each application. 


For further information contact 

David Bird at: Magnesium Elektron Ltd 
Norfolk House, St. James's Square, 

n SWIY AIS. 

339 8388 Telex 24634 
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The 1973 results 
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One of the best things about FI this year was the arrival of James Hunt in the Hesketh Racing March. 


COMPARISON OF LAPS AND RACE SPEEDS 


to 
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16ft multi purpose platform transporter. Raked or 
just plain flat on her back. Have it anyway you like. 
Prices from £1,250. Customers own chassis also 


MARQUISS TRANSPORTERS 


GOREBRIDGE, MIDLOTHIAN. Tel: GOREBRIDGE 20316 or 


“BIRMINGHAM AGENT. BROWNINGS, 602 HAGLEY ROAD WEST TEL : 021-422 9698 
LIVERPOOL AGENT. GLENDALE GARAGE, BOOTLE, LANCS. TEL : 051-922 3333 


= 


ea 
BOOS 


TRANSPORTERS FOR 1974 


order now and avoid disappointment. 


THE MARQUISS LUTON 


16ft custom built alloy body, 3-litre engine, ramps, 
tool lockers, bunk space, etc. A must for the 
professionally minded team. Delivery 3 months. One 
“M"™ registered transporter available now. ex-stock 
with many extras at only £2,500. 


*THE FAGAN 


converted. 


WEST CALDER 515 


AGENTS ALSO REQUIRED IN OTHER MAIN CENTRES 


SPECIALIST TOOL DISTRIBUTORS TO THE 
MOTOR RACING, AIRCRAFT AND GARAGE 
TRADES 


STOCKISTS OF: PROTO PROFESSIONAL TOOLS, ROBINSON WIRE TESTERS, 
BONDHUS BALL DRIVERS, ARMSTRONG WRENCHES, INGERSOLL-RAND 

AIR TOOLS, HPC AIR COMPRESSORS, WARREN & BROWN TORQUE 
WRENCHES, ” REPCO ” AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE EQUIPMENT, “ NEWAY ” 
VALVE SEAT CUTTERS 


Safety wire twisters 
Standard diagonal jaw Grips wire into 30° slip-proof angle. 
Tapered jaw for hard-to-reach areas. 


361 BATH ROAD, CIPPENHAM, 
SLOUGH, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, ENGLAND 
TEL : BURNHAM (062 86) 62149. 
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Howden Ganley with the John Clarke designed Is0-Marlboro. 


Ilso-Marlboro progress report: Frank 
Williams looks forward to the 1974 season 


By MIKE DOODSON 


Frank Williams had his firsts 


Brabham BT: 


second places in the Monaco and United St 
Scored by Frank Williams in Formula 1, for 
Story since then has not been a happy one. In 


ight, and his Iso-Marlboro cat 


in his own 


Motorway. 
rank suggested that | make a contribution to 
the energy crisis by travelling to Reading for 
my visit by British Rail, and I realised how 
Serious he was when I stepped inside the 
factory lobby and spotted a bicycle. “Let's 
face it,” he said, " if the crisis gets any worse, 
V'm one of those who's going to suffer really 
badly. I take the bike two or three days a 
week. when I know that I'm going to be in 
the office all day, and, of course, it also helps 
to keep me fit." 

Fitness is definitely a Williams fad. The 
previous time that I interviewed him he made 
&n appointment for me to see him somewhere 
near London's Serpentine in Hyde Park, where 
he planned to be taking his customary 3-mile 
evening run. He carries an athletic brisk: 
ness into his business life, and his language 
is full of succinct words and strangely in- 
offensive expletives. With his wide-awake 
eyes and tireless energy. it's not surprising 
to learn that Frank Williams pulled himself 


out of the gutter to build up his own little 
empire, 

There have been hard times — especially 
the period following Piers’ death —and very 


little to show for it. Financially committed 
way over his head, Frank has nevertheless 
saved his own bacon every time, and the 
Intervention of Philip Morris and the Italian 
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have 
speed. ‘Their entrant has shed something of his whizz-kid 
Speration from a purpose-built factory in Reading, only a 


int In 1969, Driving Frank's private 


‘modified for Dunlop tyres and immaculately polished, Piers Courage scored 


They were to be the best results ever 
rs died In 1970, and the 
73, howeve 


raed a repul 


Iso concern Jast year gave him more security 
than ever before. Both companies have agreed 
to renew their contracts for 1974, which in 
itself is something of a record in’ continuity 
of sponsorship for the ‘mercurial Williams 

At the Marlboro press conference in Janu 
ary of this year, it was announced that Iso 
would be helping Frank in the construction of 
his new car. This never happened, so I asked 
whether they would be building any parts 
Of the car now that ownership. of Iso. hos 
changed hands, and in view of the fact that 
ex-De Tomaso designer Gianpaulo Dall'ara 1s 
working with the company. 

To be quite frank,” admitted Williams 
“Iso's contribution to the car's design this 
year was absolutely zero. They made a 'tash 
contribution only. Nominally they were to be 
the car's constructors, with me running the 
team with assistance from Philip Morris. But 
it's easier for us to look on it from the 
point of view of Iso jointly sponsoring a 
Grand Prix racing team, for promotional and 
commercial purposes, and for that company to 
derive its benefit in’ that direction.” 

Frank is nevertheless delighted to be work: 
ing again with Dallara, whose ingenious 
monocoque De Tomaso added such an in. 
teresting note to the first few Fl races of 


1970. The arrival of Dall’ara must have been 
something of a relief to Frank, since much 
of his sponsorship for 1974 was rumoured to 
depend on his finding a "name" designer. 
Furthermore, Ron Tauranac had declined an 
invitation to join the team as a consultant, 
and John Clarke —the erstwhile designer of 
the 150-Mariboro — did not get on particularly 
well with the team's number one driver. 
Nevertheless, Clarke is busy working on 
modifications for the existing car, and he 
will have a draughtsman-assistant “just as 
soon as the 1974 funds start flooding through 
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Dall‘ara will be visiting Reading 
lay in every two weeks, to look over 
John Clarke's shoulder, and the boss makes it 
‘Quite plain that “" Dall'ara is In charge, make 
no mistake about that.” 

During the 1971 and 1972 seasons, Frank 
Williams Racing was running March Formula 
1 cars, and the failure of the works cars to 
win races was mirrored by even less success 
from the singleton Willlams entry. But by 
foing his own way in 1973, Frank took all 
the responsibility for success or failure on 
to his own head. By all accounts he had 
failed. The natural question was to ask him to 
‘account for the lack of success, and it was 
immediately apparent that Frank had con: 
sidered the point for some time, 

“John (Clarke) and I had our differences, 
‘and quite honestly it took us a long time to 
realise what our problems were with the new 
car. The fact of it not being competitive was 
not entirely him, and it was obviously my 
fault that there wasn’t enough money around 
for a full development programme or to go 


season. However, we did have 21 finishes out 
Of 31 starts, which is a fairly good record, 
Perhaps fourth or fifth in the table, and 
although the cars weren't quick, they were 
reasonably reliable. The main trouble was that 
ied 90 late. The first chassis were 
only just ready for Barcelona, but because 
they were late—and because we had very 
Uttle money in the kitty — we were unable to 

catch up and get them developed 
“Things were quite promising to start with. 
‘At Monaco, which is a. tight circuit with 
almost no straight, Howden qualified ninth and 
ran well in the race, He was in the top 10 
Practice times at Anderstorp, second fastest 
Firestone qualifier. It wasn't until we got to 
Ricard that we were bashed smartly between 
the eyes that we had some big problems on 
our hands, and at nearly every circuit after 
that we found ourselves right at the back of 
the grid, particularly on the long, fast cir- 
cuits like Osterreichring and Monza, 1 mean, 
ing Howden was 4s slower than 


Yet Frank is adamant that the chassis still 
has potential, and both existing cars will be 
raced again in 1974, Modifications are already 
complete, in readiness for a major test pro- 
ramme at Ricard in the middle of December 
You will remember that although Howden 
crashed at the Nurburgring, Henri Pescarolo 
went particularly well until the car got light 
on fuel and took’n dislike to all the bumps it 
‘encountered. 

“There is no doubt that we had a serious 
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geometry problem in the rear suspension. And 
our front track was considerably wider than 
the rear track, which obviously didn't help 
the top speed since the smaller the hole you 
make in the air, the faster you can go, The 
geometry also considerably unbalanced the 
front end of the car, and to balance it all out 
we had to carry a lot of wing, which reduced 
top speed even more. 

“We had a serious overheating problem, 
too. We have side radiators, but. they're 
mounted at the front of the car, rather like 
the USAC Eagle, Unlike the Eagle, though, 
we don’t continually charge around’ circuit 
at never less than 170-180 mph, and we don’t 
use the type of fuel they use, which helps 
to cool the engine. It took us much too long 
to realise what trouble we were in, since in 
places like Ricard and Osterreichring we were 
Funning temperatures of over 110 degrees. This, 
was costing us around 30 bhp, and really it's 
a miracle we didn't blow up’ engines every 
where.” 

This is in part a tribute to Johnny Middle. 
ton, who rebuilds all but two of the Williams 
engines at Reading in a neat and clean shop 
at the back of the race workshop, The over: 
heating must surely have contributed to 
Ganley's practice blow-up in Austria, when a 
connecting rod let go just in front of the pits. 
The engine spewed overheated oll all down 
the track, and people in the pits ducked as 
small pieces of metal sprayed the guardrail In 
3 musical death-rattle, 

The overheating problem wasn't properly 
tackled until some experiments had been con: 
ducted with revised ducting and conventional 
oll radiators installed. By then Jacky Ickx 
had been co-opted into the team, but the cars 
were still slow on the straight, "This was 
an aspect of Jacky not getting on to the 
Straight fast enough. He missed the first das 
Of practice because of visa troubles, and, of 


course, he had very little experience of ‘the 
car, 80 he had to run a lot of rear wing as 
‘Usual to help him cope with the deficiences of 


adhesion. 
Ever optimistic, Frank was nevertheless en: 
couraged by the opinions of Ickx about. the 
car, and heartened by some kind words from 
Ron Tauranac, who was at the ‘Glen as an 
advisor on the team. "They didn't feel it 
necessary to throw away the present c 
only to modify it substantially. It has some 
200d points, and they're not insignificant. For 
example, it was very close to the weight limit 
At Watkins Glen It weighed 33 pounds over 
the limit after the race, still with some of the 


973 Ix0-Marlboro. Work on next year's cars is going well— 


aaa 
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The new Reading factor 


dirt on it, Jacky and other drivers said the 
balance of the car didn’t change from full to 
‘empty tanks, which is quite unusual. And we're 
very proud of the fuel system, which not only 
complies with the letter of ‘the present re- 
quirements but also picks up to within a 
gallon, and that's ahead of most people, 

"We would Uke to wring out every bit 
of development that we can. One needs to be 
f@ bit brave to get ahead, and ours is a con- 
Ventional car, But Dall'ara is very talented 
he builds bridges and roads as well as Miuras 
and Panteras and Stratoses. Meanwhile, we've 

!ajor modifications in hand. There's 
@ new rear upright, which involves a com: 
pletely new geometry for the rear end, and 
We're going to experiment with different roll 
centres front and rear. We've got a wide 
March-type nose, plus a Ferrari-type nose 
plus two new rear wings. We've narrowed the 
monocoque by 2} in at the front, and we've 
gota different front track. The radiators 
Jarger, and I think last year’s problems 
behind us.” 

What then, 1 asked, Is there to prevent 
Frank Williams making a major assault on 
the World Championship? "Why wasn't he 
thinking in terms of beating “Ken Tyrrell and 
his lot," as he has said he's going to do in 
the past ? 

“Oh dear... well, I'm not a defeatist, but 
in the past 12 months I've become much more 

fer... realistic, 1 don’t think in terms of 
‘in try a bit harder and I'll beat Ken.” Now 
Pye got to the stage where I know what I'm 
up against, and that’s this business of the 
three teams in the "First Division ’ of Formula 
1, Tyrrell, JPS and McLaren. The rest of us 
fare making up the fields, I've got no illusions 
‘about that, Hesketh's arrived now, though he's 
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Johnny Middleton (left) runs the engine department which looks after all but two of the DFVs. 


‘has full machining. facili 


gone straight into the First Division, no 
Messing, but the rest of us are still fiddling 
around. So why should Ickx or Fittipaldi or 
any of these people put their careers at risk 
to do an old pal like me a favour? 

Cash is the common denominator of all 
these teams, With cash you can create a 
facility of personnel, of skill, of talent and 
Knowledge that can produce equipment equal 
or better than the current top three. For ex: 
ample, one fact has emerged this year — 
from Chris Amon’s experiences — and this is 
that Ken Tyrrell's car isn’t as good as the 
IPS or McLaren. It's very heavy 
‘quite difficult to drive and 
quick. After all, Jackie was never at the front 
of the practice times. But he was in front of 
the race, though, because that’s Jackie 
Stewart 

“There are a million things that we could 
do if we had the money. But we don't have 
ic And if you've got to adjust and ta 
here and there, taking short cuts, it's a 
to catch up with you eventually. You've got 
to have the bread to beat Colin Chapman : you 
can't do it for less. Then you've got to get 
close to what Colin has done.” 

But money is the one thing which has 
always eluded Frank Williams. However, with 
his two major sponsors backing him up for a 
second year, L asked him whether the years 
of dodging and scraping were over. “No,” he 
said, “I'm not completely out of the wood 
yet. I still have a substantial amount of loan 
Capital, though it's a lot less now than it 
was, and there are far fewer people banging 
on the door. Every year we get a bit better 
off, and this year for the first time I believe 
‘we will come out with a small profit. 

™ Of course, I've always paid mechanics 


well. But there were reasons for it: (a) they 
Geserved it and (b) I didn't have that much 

attract them. I wasn't Team Lotus, so it 
wasn't a privilege to work for Frank Wil- 
liams where it might have been to work for 
Ken Tyrrell and Jackie Stewart. And the opera. 
tion's always been a bit precarious, I'm the 
first to admit that, so I had to make it 
attractive financially for people to work for 

"1 suupose I've had a comparatively high 
turnover of staff, which has to be traced back 
to weak management. Weak because I'd elther 
selected the wrong people in the first place, or 
because when the people were here they 
couldn't be controlled by a man like myself 
in the way that Tyrrell would control them, 
I've had to mature in my time, you know. . .." 

There are now more than’ 20 people rely. 
ing on Frank Williams Racing for their livell- 
hoods ("I'd have to go out on the shop 
floor and count heads to let you know exactly 
how many”), and the team has become recog- 
nised as one of the regulars. Yet Frank has 
still not managed to attract a top-line driver 
or designer on anything more than a tem: 
porary basis. Where, I asked, did he see his 
future ? 

‘Well, we have a driver change which I'm 
not at liberty to announce, because that’ 
Marlboro’s privilege. 1 suppose I haven't done 
Howden’s career a lot of good, and I didn't 
exactly help Henri (Pescarolo) along the stony 
path, The choice of drivers for 1974 was very 
much in the hands of the sponsors, because 
for them I'm a tail-end Charlie, and the only 
way they could validate my continuation with 
them to thelr top brass—who were asking 
questions —Is for purely promotional and 
commercial reasons. 

I had hopes —never strong —of getting 
Jacky Ickx for 1974, There was reason for 
the hope, because T spent a lot of time with 
Pat Duffeler of Marlboro early in the y 
trying to sell him on the Idea of investing 
really deeply in a Grand Prix team, rather 
like John Player and Elf have done. It was 
going to be built around Jacky, because Jacky 
Tekx in a Ford engined car’is, I think, a 
winner. When you think of the races where 
he led Emerson with the Ferrari in 1972 — 
Brands and Monza—boy, that was driving, 
not an accident 

T'was very hopeful that I'd get the bread 
off Pat. But by the time Marlboro were quite 
amenable to the idea, simultaneously my ca 
began to arrive at the back of the grid. 

s natural for Jacky and Emerson, guys 
like them, to say “Look, Frank, you're 'a nice 
guy, we like you . .. but your car's not quick 
‘enough, we can't take the risk.” 

“If we'd got Jacky, and the big plan had 
happened, the Championship would still have 
been an ‘inconceivable target for ‘74, Maybe 
we could have been knocking on the door in 
1975, and 1976 would have been the earliest 
real chance. Still, with the driver we've 
for next year I'd like to think that although 
we're not going to be at the front, we could 
be chasing the First Division, because the 
guy Is a charger, he really tries, I like that 

like a bloke who doesn't say ‘I've got 
your 50 grand in the bank, why should I have 


& go?’ —and you can see that that's a point 
1 feel strongly about. 
“So, with Dall'ara, and having learned a 


ot this year about being a constructor, and 
having faced facts in time —and doing some: 
thing about it —and with Firestones being up 
there on the tyre front again, we might put a 
lot more information under our belts. We 
could get ourselves into a position where top 
drivers are approached, and they'll take the 
approach fairly seriously, because the goods 
re there, we've got the chassis, and we've 
got the cash. 

I switched off the tape recorder. Perhaps 
Frank, as usual, had told me more than he 
should have done. But this is all part of the 
man’s delightful aura, one that has earned him 
more than a few thousand pounds of sponsor- 
ship in the past few years. He offered me a 
lift and then joined me at the station in time 
to catch the Paddington train. Energy crunch 
or no energy crunch, nothing was going to 
stop Frank Williams from paying his weekly 
visit to Piers Courage’s children. 


he was more determined than ever. He caused 
sensation at the Canadian GP when after 
qualifying eighth in practice he shot of into 
the lead and in damp and very tricky con- 
ditions he opened up an enormous lead. Luck 
was again on the opposite side though and 
after a couple of pit stops he had to retire 
but he had made his point. 

His performances had been good enough to 
make others sit up and take notice and in 
early October he signed for Ferrari for Fl 
next year and will probably do some proto: 
type driving as well 

Niki Lauda was born in Vienna on 
February 2, 1949. He has a brother and his 
father owns several paper processing plants in 
Austria. From an early age he developed an 
interest in cars, teaching himself to drive at 
a tender age in an old Volkswagen round the 
grounds of his parents’ home. At his father's 
Works he was a menace on the fork-lift trucks 
and at the age of 15 began to drive lorries 
from one factory to another. The police were 
amazed, to say the least, when three years 
later he applied for a driving licence. . . | 

Niki's father did not approve of the 
mechanical leanings of his son and attempted 
to encourage his schooling. Niki’s best sub- 
ject was geography and, although he passed 
his entrance examination to university, he 
decided against continuing his education. The 
turning point came in August 1966 when he 
saw the German Grand Prix at NUrburgring, 
He was fascinated by the whole scene and 
decided motor racing was for him. 

In 1968 Lauda’s big chance came, via some 
ace wheeling-and-dealing. He heard that one 
Fritz Baumgarten had a full-race Min|-Cooper 
S for sale and offered Baumgarten a compl 
cated deal offered his road Mini-Cooper 
S In part-exchange for the racing version and 
agreed to pay the difference between the two 
Prices at the end of the year when he sold it 
Somehow Baumgarten agreed. The next job 
was to explain the deal to his father, He told 
him that he knew a friend who owned a rac 
ing Mini and would it be all right If it was 
kept in the garage as his friend had no cove 
for it 

So far so good, but at his first meeting, 

4 4 H ’ hiliclimb at Linz, Niki finished second ‘to 
IKI auda-Austria S OPEC basegarien and ad to explain to his father 

why his name was splashed over the papers 

the next morning. A win—and more explain: 

ing—followed at Dobratsch, and then followed 

A profile by PATRICK McNALLY more vietores for the emibersnt 19-year 
ater in the year the Mini was changed 

for Peter Peter’s Porsche 9118 on a similar 
deal. At the Koralpe hillclimb he put it in 


Austria has been unlucky in motor racing. supremely well at the British GP at Silv 


The country’s first-ever World Champion, tone when at the restart’ he made an the ditch, to the mirth of his rivals, but after 
Jochen Rindt, was killed before he or his electrifying start to take second place in the it was extracted. he beat in the 
followers could revel in the glory; last year opening laps. He hung on grimly but tyre Group 2 class and put in a faster time than 
Helmut Marko's Grand Prix career ended ina troubles let him down. all the Group § competitors as well ! 

freak accident when he lost the vision in one ‘A nasty accident at the NOrburgring meant For 1969 Niki was offered a works drive in 
eye. There are still two ultra-promising hat he had to miss the chance of appearing the Austro-Kaimann Formula Vee team. He 
drivers who may leave their mark in Formula in his home Grand Prix—a bitter disappoint- was very quick, but had a sprinkling of spins 
1: one is Dieter Quester, better known for ment. However when he returned to action and shunts. When he finished a race he was 


his exploits in sports cars, saloons and For- 
mula 2 and who, at 33, has perhaps left it 
too late to enter the Grand Prix arena; the 
other is 24-year-old Niki Lauda, who in his 
jecond season in Formula 1 has shown the 
signs of becoming a future star and has been 
signed to drive for Ferrari next year. 

Lauda’s performances with the Marlboro 
BRM team this year quickly overshadowed his 
very disappointing season with March in 1972. 
Nothing ever seemed to go right last year 
although he gained the respect of March 
designer Robin Herd, who said, “He got out 
of the 721X at Jarama and said, ‘No way!" He 

ht. I think he is in a class of his own 
ist driver.” 

‘After promising showings with Marlboro 
BRM in Argentina, Brazil and South Africa 
(he was eighth in Brazil after a pit-stop and 
running sixth in South Africa before he re- 
tired), Lauda astonished everyone by match- 
ing Beltoise’s speed at Brands Hatch and 
taking a front-row grid position. 

‘This was no fluke however as in the rest 
of the year Niki quickly established himself 
as the fastest driver in the Marlboro BRMs 
overshadowing the far more experienced Clay 
Regazzoni and Jean-Pierre Beltoise. 

Determination is a quality which comes to 
the fore in Lauda's driving. This was shown 


Niki Lauda in the 1972 March 721X which he drove and declared {t undrivable. 
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in the top three places and another achieve. 
ment was to be the first Formula Vee driver 
to lap Nurburgring in under 10 minutes 

‘The following season saw Lauda in one of 
Francis McNamara's Roy Winkelmann-backed 
Formula 3 cars. He managed a second place 
at Brno plus a fourth at Zandvoort, but the 
‘car was not really competitive and after a 
few shunts trying to make it thus he gave up 
‘and bought his own 3-litre Porsche 908 sports 

third at NUrburgring, fifth at 
sixth in the Osterreichring 1000: 
km when he co-drove with Peter Peter. 

‘Sports car racing and Formula 3 were 
very well, but Lauda wanted to test his skil 
against top-class drivers in a competitive 
formula. He chose Formula 2 and obtained 
backing from the Erste Osterreichische Spar- 
casse, one of Austria's leading banks, to run 
@ brand new March 712M maintained by the 
‘works in 1971. 

In many ways it was a disappointing year, 
although Lauda at least achieved his ambi- 
tion: to obtain a works Formula 1 drive. The 
young Austrian had heartbreak after heart 
break in Formula 2, but before his March 
failed he usually put up a polished perfor: 
mance, His piéce de résistance was at Rouen 
when he overtook and led none other than 
works driver Ronnie Peterson in a heat. The 
March directors were so Impressed Niki was 
offered a place in the works team for the 
‘Austrian’ Grand Prix. Sadly, however, his 
Grand Prix début was disappointing, bad hand. 
ling and a less than competitive engine put- 
ting pald to Niki’s hopes at Osterreichring, 
circuit where power and handling are all im- 
portant. 

However, Lauda secured sufficient backing 
to join the works March team full-time for 
Formula 1 and Formula 2 in 1972 as team: 
mate to Ronnie Peterson. In Formula 1, of 
course, everything went sour. Niki spent’ the 
first two races In the March 721 and secured 
@ reasonable seventh place in South Afri 
behind Graham Hill's “wide” Brabham BT3: 
In Spain he was given the 721X, the car upon 
which March had originally based their hopes 
for the year, It is past history now that this 
machine was a failure, Niki realised it 
‘wouldn't perform from the outset, but March 
Were reluctant to listen to a relative novice 
at first 

Even with the advent of the Formula 2- 


Lauda ot Silverstone in the Marlboro-BRM—he lay second in the rac 
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The brightest part of 1972 for Lauda was in F2 when he won the John Player British champion: 
ship—the picture shows him on the way to victory at Oulton Park. 


based March 721G, Lauda's luck failed to signed to drive for Alpina BMW and started 
turn in Formula 1. He was ninth in the British the season well with victory in the Monza 4- 
Grand Prix and 10th in the Austrian. In For: rs co-driving with Brian Muir. 


mula 2, however, Niki well and truly showed In the only other ETCC round in which he 
his capabilities. In Britain's John Player competed, at the NUrburgring, he finished 
Formula 2 Championship he sailed home to third. In the non championship "Ring “24-hour”” 
4 superb win in the wet at Oulton Park, took saloon event he took a convincing victory with 
Seconds at Mallory Park and Oulton’ Park Hans-Peter Joisten with the Jaegermeister 
‘again and a third at Thruxton to romp away sponsored Alpina BMW. 
with the title, In the European Championsh'p ‘Youthful Niki Lauda, at 24, Is the youngest 
he took an early lead, only to suffer a series regular Grand Prix driver. Unmarried, he lives 
of mechanical misfortunes which dropped him with his parents in Vienna, but possibly his 
to an eventual fifth in the series. bachelor days are numbered as he has dated 
Niki Lauda’s switch to the Marlboro BRM his girl-friend Mariella for several years. Off 
team for this year has brought him a change the track he does not particpate in crusades 
of fortune. Not only that, but at last the about money or safety: In fact, he dislike 
Grand Prix set have bad a proper chance to intrigue and feels motor racing would be 
assess his worth. In touring car events he better off without so much politics 


for the opening taps. 


EXAUU - 


TRekh LRRD 


BRM 


Prix Rouge et Blanc 
Joseph Siffert 


‘The red and white colours of Marlboro first hit the headlines when 
they announced, early in 1972, that they were sponsoring a five car 
BRM FI team. ‘But they had been involved in the sport beforehand 
with various personal sponsorship deals (something which still con- 
tinues incidentally) and the number one driver on a personal Marlboro 
contract was the popular Swiss driver Jo Siffert. It was Siffert who 
persuaded Marlboro into racing on a big scale and he was to have led 
thelr sponsored Fl team in 1972. As we all know too well, poor Jo 
was killed at Brands Hatch in 1971 before the deal in which he had 
been so instrumental had even been announced officially. The directors 
of Philip Morris (Europe) based in Switzerland wanted to perpetuate 
Siffert’s memory and in retum for the help which he gave to them and 
‘at one of their traditional pre-Grand Prix parties before the British GP 
in 1972, they announced the Prix Rouge et Blanc Joseph Siffert. 
Ronnie Thompson, president of Philip Morris Europe, said at the 


announcement “we are indebted to Jo Siffert for introducing us to 
motor racing and teaching us to appreciate high class motor racing. 
We are Introducing the award here at Brands Hatch to commemorate 


his first Grand Prix victory at the circuit in 1968." 

‘The Prix Rouge et Blanc is a sort of Man-of-the-Meeting award given 
to the driver who makes the biggest impression at each GP. The 
award is chosen by a jury of ten journalists under the chairmanship 
of the president of the International Racing Press Association, Bernard 
Cahier. At each race each member of the jury has one vote, with the 
exception of the chairman who has two In the case of a tle. The driver 
with the most votes Is then awarded the 100 gram gold ingot. All the 
votes given during the year are recorded and the driver with the highest 
total at the end of each season is given the annual Prix Rouge et Blanc 
Joneph Siffert, a 500 gram gold ingot 

The award ‘is rarely won by a race winner and as well as being 
very worthy award, it adds a great deal of interest to the races. It also 
represents a fine gesture by Marlboro in making a worthy contribution 
to Grand Prix racing outside the sphere of straightforward sponsorship. 

Winners of the awards since Its inception at the British GP in 1972 
have been 
Great Britain, Brands Hatch 
Germany, Nurburgring 
Austria, Osterreichring 
Ktaly, Monza 
Canada, Mosport 
United States, Watkins Glen 

Gold Ingot: Jacky Tckx 


Arturo Merzario 
Ronnie Peterson 
Mike Hailwood 
Mike Hailwood 
os Reutemann 
Ronnie Peterson 


Emerson Fittipaldi 
Jackie Stewart 
Jody Scheckter 

Carlos Reutemann 
Francois Cevert 

Wilson Fittipaldi 
Denny Hulme 
Jody Scheckter 
James Hunt 


Kyalami 
Spain, Barcelona 
Belgium, Zolder 

Monaco, Monte Carlo 
Sweden, Anderstorp 
France, Paul Ricard 
Great Britain, Silverstone 


Holland, Zandvoort David Purley 
Germany, Nurburgring Jackie Oliver 
Austria, Osterreichring Carlos Pace 


Jackie Stewart 
Emerson Fittipaldi 
James Hunt 


Italy, Monza 
Canada, Mossport 
United States, Watkins Glen 

Gold Ingot: Jackie Stewart 
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Il Gran Premio Atletico or how 
Frank Williams did himself a bit 
of all right! By FRANK WILLIAMS. 


It all started with Emerson Fittipaldi, who has been doing quite a lot 
of running this year as part of his training programme. My Italian 
associate Giancarlo Falletti, who's a friend of Emerson as well as being 
Something of a racing writer, suggested that we have a running rac 
at Monza because he figured he could get some people to put up the 
money. 

After Emerson hurt his foot at Zandvoort, though, the idea wi 
forgotten by both of us. But I started thinking. What with being 
impecunious for so long, and with every second move I took turning 
into a loss rather than a profit, I thought to myself Frank, what 
sppened to you?” I'm a very competitive person, and I thought that 
@ running race was a good way of showing it, because I didn't seem 
able to do it at motor racing. 

In the meantime, 1 had already approached James Hunt, who— 
being a fitness freak like me—seemed very interested. In Austria 1 
spoke to Lord Hesketh. “Alex,” I said, “I'm going to have some cash 
off you,” and he—bless him—said that Hesketh Racing was in for 500 
quid. 

That really started the ball rolling, so I went to see the Philip Morris 
people. “I've just seen John Player,” I said, “and I'm sure they’ 
going to put up another £500." This produced the desired reaction, 
because the Philip Morris guy said “Oh dear, we can't afford that, but 
you can count us in, and we'll make it £250." In fact John Player 
Team Lotus put up £200, Elf came in with £200, Yardley £150, and the 
two tyre companies, Goodyear and Firestone, with £100 each. Jackie 
‘Stewart donated a Rolex watch for the first mechanic home, and Bernie 
Feclestone put in €100 for the same class. Everyone chipped in, The 
Secretary of the GPDA put up €25 of his own bread, which was nice, 
and the total in the kitty when we'd finished was something like £1875, 
plus the Rolex 

By then it was clear that I couldn't handle the organisation of the 
race funds as well as take part, for obvious reasons so I got Pete 
Macintosh—secretary of the Formula 1 Association—to handle the 
boodle. We decided that everyone who came to the line would get 
€20 (they weren't obliged to cross 0), and that third place would ‘be 
£150, second £300, and the rest to the winner, 

‘OK, so I won it. The race distance was about the same that 1 run 
most ‘evenings, but it proved to be a bit of a strain on some of the 
others. Still, I'beat James Hunt fairly convincingly and Jackie Stewart 
was about as far behind me after one lap as my racing cars are behind 
him in a Grand Prix, 

‘The only blot on the horizon was that a Shadow mechanic won 
the Rolex and Bernie's £100. We'd asked Shadow to make a contribu 
tion, but they shuffled themselves around so well that we never relieved 
them of any cash. I think the mechanics were actually a bit embarrassed! 

‘The story which has backfired on me in a way. A 

haven't coughed up, and I haven't got all 
the money. I've had about half—C455—and that was supposed to go 
into a personal bank account for me. I've never had one before because 
everything I own is in the company. Even the €455 went into the com- 
pany, because we were broke that particular day, and we're still not 
Tiquid, because my 1974 monies haven't arrived yet. 

‘Anyway, T went to see my bank manager with Mike Young (he do 
the accounts for me), and I told him “Philip Morris are doing this, 
Iso are doing that, so don't worry, because the money's coming 
through.” I mentioned in conversation that I had won the running 
race, and for the first time in my life I intended to open a personal 

‘count 
‘2 flash, the manager started talking about something he 
‘newspapers, completely changing the subject. He did the 
same thing a few minutes later, and when Mike and I left the bank, 
Mike turned to me and said: “You're wasting your time, Frank, he 
doesn't want to know.” 

‘Screwed again! The only thing to do is set up another race next 
year. 


(—-——} 


The field sets off for the Monza running race. Eventual winner (and author of our report) Frank Williams is in the centre with white shorts and 
Marlboro (naturally) shirt. Second place man is James Hunt (far right). 
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If your car’s taken up round to your local garage 
smoking, it could be for or accessory shop. 
several reasons. The engine After all, imagine how 
might have wom pistonrings, you'd feel ifeveryone 
or be ‘running rich’. forgot your birthday. 
It may even need a decoke. 

But it could also be 
because you forgot its birth- 
day present. A new set of 
Champion spark plugs. 

So if your car’s trying to 
give youasubtle hint, hurry 


